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MISSION STATEMENT 

The mission of DeSoto ISD is to prepare each student academically and socially to be a 
problem solver and productive citizen for a 21st century global society. 

 
CALL TO ACTION 

 
DeSoto ISD is committed to empower all students with knowledge and skills to become 
competitive analytical thinkers who work collaboratively and individually in the pursuit of 
future endeavors. 

OBJECTIVES 

A DeSoto ISD Learner  

• communicates as an effective leader; in a group setting; across cultural boundaries; to 
solve problems, make decisions and resolve interpersonal conflicts;  

• adapts to change; demonstrates resiliency; exercises self-discipline; practices ethical 
behaviors; and demonstrates socio-economic sensitivity;  

• demonstrates personal accountability; perseveres and completes tasks; collaborates 
effectively; and demonstrates problem-solving skills. 

 • uses technology to research and resolve complex issues; is multi-lingual/culturally aware; 
utilizes connections from experiences to enhance learning. 

 

Board of Trustees 
Sherman, Carl -President 

Hooper, Aubrey C. - Vice President 
Daniel, Karen-  Secretary 

Gant, Donald 
Hall, Jerry 

Moncriffe, Sandre 
Stripling, Vandous 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6 
 

 
Dear Students and Parents:  
 
 
 
This Course Selection Catalog has been developed to provide important information for students 
and their parents. The information will assist you in making wise decisions concerning programs 
and courses during these high school years. 
 
 
The goal of DeSoto High School is to prepare students for their next step in life whether that step 
is admission to college or immediate entrance into the job market. Designing a comprehensive 
program of study that will meet the needs of our students with different goals and aspirations is 
one of the most important tasks undertaken at DeSoto High School. In addition to meeting the 
needs and interests of all students, it is imperative that our courses are in compliance with state 
laws and approved by the local Board of Trustees.  
 
 
The curriculum offerings reflected in this manual are a result of many hours of needs assessment 
and planning by the counseling, instructional, and administrative staffs. To achieve our goal, 
parents and students are urged to study the information contained in the manual and give the 
necessary time to plan the student’s course of study for the secondary school years. Selecting the 
proper courses to coincide with future plans, as well as present academic and vocational abilities, 
is paramount to success as a student and often a key ingredient for later achievements.  
 
 
School personnel are available to work with the students and parents, to clarify or answer 
questions, and to ensure that each student has a plan of study suitable to individual needs and 
preferences. I encourage parents and students to use all of the information in this manual and by 
your child’s counselors to plan future goals.  
 
 
 
 
 
Dr. David C. Harris 
Superintendent of Schools 
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Dear Students and Parents, 
 
We in DeSoto ISD want your high school experience to be full of meaningful learning that 
prepares you for success in all your future endeavors. This High School Course Guide will assist 
students and their parents in selecting courses, which will meet each student’s individual needs 
as well as satisfying state high school graduation requirements. 
 
In preparation for selecting courses, each student will complete an online four-year plan that 
includes both graduation requirements and the selection of an area of focus, or pathway. A 
pathway is a career area or a special area of talent or ability. Counselors will guide you in 
completing this process based on your interests and talents, and will review that plan with you 
annually.  
 
Please make your course selections carefully. Teacher assignments are based on student course 
requests, therefore consideration for schedule change requests must meet the following criteria: 

 Courses  needed for graduation 
 Prerequisite for course not met 
 Course credit previously received 

 
The school may be required to cancel any course if there is insufficient enrollment or if certified 
staff is not available to teach the course. 
 
Successful completion of the state-required curriculum will prepare you for the state 
assessments. In addition to the required curriculum, DeSoto ISD offers a variety of elective 
courses geared toward providing students with training and insight into prospective career 
choices. 
 
Students will have the opportunity to pursue their interests through these elective courses as they 
continue to meet their state-required curriculum. 
 
The courses you select will prepare you for your bright future so please choose carefully and 
enjoy your high school experience. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Dr. Thurston Lamb, Jr., Principal     
DeSoto High School       
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Discrimination Statement  

No person in the United States shall, on the grounds of race, creed, age, color, sex, disability, or 
national origin, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to 
discrimination under any program or activity receiving federal financial assistance. No qualified 
person with a disability shall, on the basis of disability, be excluded from participation in, be 
denied the benefits of, or otherwise be subjected to discrimination under any program or activity 
which receives benefits from federal assistance. 
 
Title IX Coordinator for concerns regarding discrimination on the basis of sex:  
Ms. Levatta Levels, 972-223- 6666  
 
Section 504 Coordinator for concerns regarding discrimination on the basis of disability:  
Dr. Cheryl Ensley, 972-223-6666  
 
Services for the Homeless and for Title I Participants: 
Dr. Cheryl Ensley, 972-223-6666  
 
Liaison for Homeless Children and Youths, who coordinates service for homeless students: 
Dr. Cheryl Ensley, 972-223-6666  
 
Parent Involvement Coordinator, who works with parents of students participating in Title I 
programs: 
Dr. Amber Reed, 972-223-6666 
 
Violent Victim Policy 
To ensure compliance with NCLB under PBM, each LEA should not only have such a transfer 
policy, but maintain evidence that the transfer policy has been distributed to the applicable 
parents on each campus, if a violent criminal offense has occurred on that campus. In such cases, 
the district should notify the parent of the student who is a victim of that violent criminal offense 
so that the parent/student can request to transfer to another campus if available within the district. 
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Course Planning: Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 
 
How many credits should my student have per year?  
Students need to have 8 credits per year on their 4 year plan or 7 credits for those students participating in  
specific extracurricular activities. Please see your counselor for details. 
 
What if we can’t find a course: If you can’t find a class under a subject heading look under 
Electives or another area where the course may count for credit. Off-periods, ACC, and Student Aide are in 
Electives. 
 
Should my student choose extra (alternate) courses? Just in case a class does not make or 
have enough student interest, each student should have 2-3 elective courses on their four year plan for the 
upcoming year.  
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The class of 2016-2017 are graduating under the Minimum Recommended, and Distinguish 
Achievement graduation programs. The class of 2018 will graduate under the foundation 
program. Students graduating under the Minimum Recommended, and Distinguish Achievement 
graduation programs, can opt to graduate under the foundation program. 

 
 

4 – YEAR GRADUATION PROGRAMS FOR CLASS 2016-2017 
 

DISTINGUISHED ACHIEVEMENT PROGRAM 
 
9TH GRADE  10th GRADE  11th GRADE   12TH Grade 
English   English  English    English 
Math   Math   Math    Math 
Science  Science   Science       Science 
World Geography World History  US History   Gov/Economics 
PE   Health   Communications Applications Fine Arts 
Language Other  Language other  Language Other   2 Electives 
Than English  than English  than English 
1 Elective  1 ½ Electives  1 ½ Electives 
 
 

Recommended 
 
 
9TH GRADE  10th GRADE  11th GRADE   12TH Grade 
English   English  English    English 
Math   Math   Math    Math 
Science  Science   Science       Science 
World Geography World History  US History   Gov/Economics 
PE   Health   Communications Applications Fine Arts 
Language Other  Language other  Language Other   3 Electives 
Than English  than English  than English 
1 Elective  1 ½ Electives  1 ½ Electives 
 
 

*Minimum High School Program: 
 

 
9TH GRADE  10th GRADE  11th GRADE   12TH Grade 
English   English  English    English 
Math   Math   Math    Math 
Science   Science   Science       Science 
World Geography World History  US History   Gov/Economics 
Health   Communication  Language other   Fine Arts 
PE    Applications  than English   4 Electives 

 1 ½ Electives  2 ½ Electives  2 Electives 
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BENEFITS OF THE RECOMMENDED HIGH SCHOOL PLAN 
Class of 2016-2017 

 
 

The 81st Texas Legislature, 2009, passed House Bill (HB) 3, amending the Texas 
Education Code(TEC), §28.025, to require school districts to provide written notice to 
parents/guardians explaining the benefits of the Recommended High School Program 
(RHSP) for graduation before a student is permitted to take courses under the Minimum 
High School Program (MHSP). The purpose of this correspondence is to ensure that 
parents/guardians are informed as to the programs and opportunities afforded to students 
graduating under the RHSP.  
 
The Recommended and Distinguished Achievement Program best prepare students for 
entrance into college and other post- secondary endeavors. Upon entry into high school, 
all students default to the Recommended Program. 
 
 Benefits of graduating under the Recommended High School Program include:  
 
College readiness: Many colleges and universities minimally require the RHSP for 
admission. In addition, students ranked in the top 10 percent of their graduating classes 
from an accredited Texas public high school are eligible for automatic admission to most 
Texas public universities if they have completed the RHSP or the Distinguished 
Achievement Program (DAP).  
 
Recognition: The Recommended High School Program seal will be affixed to the 
Academic Achievement Record (AAR), or transcript, of students graduating under the 
RHSP.  
 
Test results: Research suggests that students who take additional English, math, social 
studies, and science courses make higher scores on the SAT® or ACT® college entrance 
exams. The RHSP requires four credits in each of these core subject areas.  
 
Program participation: The Texas Scholars program allows students who participate 
and graduate to be eligible for Graduation Honors and to compete for certain 
scholarships. Texas Scholars who qualify for financial assistance become eligible for a 
grant program passed by the Texas Legislature: the Texas Grant program. This may 
provide all tuition and fees for public colleges and universities in Texas; however, grant 
funds are administered on a first-come, first-served basis. The Texas Scholars program 
requires students to graduate under the RHSP or the DAP. 
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DISTINGUISHED ACHIEVEMENT PROGRAM – Class of 2016 – 2017 
26 Credits 

 
 

 
In addition to completing the course requirements of the Recommended High School 
Program, the student must also complete a third year of Language Other Than English 
plus any combination of four advanced measures which have been approved by the State 
Board of Education. The measures include: 
 
 
Original research and/or project: 
 ..judged by a panel of professionals in the field that is the focus of the project; or 
..conducted under the direction of mentor(s) and reported to an appropriate audience; 
 
 
Test data: 
..a score of three or above on The College Board Advanced Placement examination; ..a 
score on the PSAT that qualifies a student for recognition as a Commended Scholar or 
higher by the National Merit Scholarship Corporation; as part of the National Hispanic 
Scholar Program of The College Board; or as part of the National Achievement 
Scholarship program for Outstanding Negro Students of the National Merit Scholarship 
Corporation. The PSAT score may count as only one advanced measure regardless of the 
number of honors received by the student; 
 
 
College Courses:  
..a grade of 3.0 or higher on courses that count for college credit (dual and/or concurrent 
enrollment), including tech prep courses;  
 
 
Guidelines and information can be obtained from the counselor’s office.  
 
 
For Example:  
 
Example 1: Student completed course requirements and four AP exams with grades of 
three or higher. 
 Example 2: Student completed course requirements, one AP exam with a grade of three 
or higher two college course with a 3.0 GPA and a school-approved research project.  
Example 3: Student completed course requirements and took four Dual Credit Courses 
and received a 3.0 or better in those courses. 
 Example 4: Student completed course requirements, two AP exams with scores of three 
or better, two college courses as part of Tech-Prep Program, and received a 3.0 in the 
courses. 
 
 Note: The combinations of criteria for Distinguished Graduation Program are not limited 
to the above examples. 
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Endorsement Graduation Plan Overview (Class of 2018+) 
 
This section of the Course Guide is designed to provide you with information about the 
new Texas Foundation Endorsement Graduation Plan which takes effect for the Class of 
2018 and beyond. The purpose of the State’s change to the new graduation plan is to 
provide students greater flexibility and choice in the selection of courses that will best 
prepare them for their individual postsecondary goals. Employers and leaders in the 
Texas workforce have encouraged career oriented training and certification at the high 
school level to help meet their growing demands.  
 
Starting in the spring of 2014, all eight-graders will be required to choose one of five 
endorsements as outlined in the new graduation plan.  
The five endorsement areas are:  

 Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM)  
 Business and Industry 
 Public Services  
 Arts and Humanities  
 Multidisciplinary Studies  

The earned Endorsement will be reflected on the student’s official transcript at the 
completion of their high school career. 
 
How are Endorsements organized? 
 
As you use this catalog, you will see recommended Pathways (or coherent sequences of 
courses) organized by career clusters within each of the Endorsements. These career 
clusters are part of the Achieve Texas College and Career Initiative that is designed to 
help students (and their parents) make informed education decisions. It is based on the 
idea that the education of the 21st century should combine rigorous academics with 
relevant career education. When schools integrate academic and technical education, 
students can see the "relevance" of what they are learning. The Pathways allow students 
to study a particular field in depth and help to facilitate a seamless transition from 
secondary to postsecondary opportunities. 
 
Required Parent Conference: 
 
Please join your 8th grade student and a DeSoto ISD school counselor to discuss high school 
course selection and your child’s individual Endorsement Graduation Plan as it relates to his/her 
unique interests and future career goals. This meeting benefits your child’s school success and 
also satisfies state law, which requires an individual meeting with each parent about the 
new Endorsement Graduation Plan. 
 
 Use Course Catalog to help your student select an Endorsement and Pathway 
 Attend scheduled appointment with your student and DeSoto ISD counselor 

during course selection season. 
 
Your involvement in the process of helping your student prepare for high school is critical. We 
hope this Endorsement Catalog will be a valuable resource in this exciting journey! 
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Texas Education Agency 
Division of Career and Technical Education 

 
(Public Notification of Nondiscrimination in Career and Technical Education* Programs) 
 
 
It is the policy of DeSoto ISD not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex 
or handicap in its vocational programs, services or activities as required by Title VI of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964, as amended; Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972; and Section 
504 of the Rehabilitation act of 1973, as amended. 
 
It is the policy of DeSoto ISD not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, 
handicap, or age in its employment practices as required by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964. As amended; Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972; the Age Discrimination Act 
of 1975, as amended; and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation act of 1973, as amended. 
 
DeSoto ISD will take steps to assure that lack of English Language skills will not be a barrier to 
admission and participation in all educational and vocational programs. 
 
For information about your rights of grievance procedures, contact the Title IX and the 504 
Coordinator, Dr. Cheryl Ensley, at 200 East Belt Line Road, DeSoto, TX 75115, (972)223-6666. 
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College & Career 
Pathways 
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IMPORTANT: Algebra II, Chemistry, and Physics are  
        Required 
 
 
 

 Math  
 
 
 

 Science  
 
 
 

 Robotics 
 
 
 

 Engineering 
 

   

STEM Endorsement

S
ci

en
ce

, T
E

C
H

N
O

L
O

G
Y

, E
n

gi
n

ee
ri

n
g 

&
 M

at
h

 (
S

T
E

M
) 

E
n

d
or

se
m

en
t 



17 
 

 
 
 
   
 

Each student must complete the Foundation Graduation Program 
22 credits (Some credits may also count toward the selected 
Endorsement) and then take 
Four (4) additional credits in their selected endorsement. 
o 4 English Credits‐ English Language Arts I, II, III; Advanced English 

o 3 Mathematics Credits – Algebra I, Geometry, Advanced Math 
o 3 Science Credits – Biology, 2 additional sciences 
o 3 Social Studies Credits – U.S.History, Government/Economics,    
o    World History or Geography 
o 2 Foreign Language Credits 
o 1 Fine Arts Credit 
o 1 Physical Education Credit 
o 5 Electives 

 

9th  Biology I*/Pre‐AP/ EAGLE

10th  Chemistry I/Pre‐AP/ EAGLE

11th  Physics I/Pre‐AP/ EAGLE

12th  Advanced Science 

 
 

9th  Concepts of Engineering & Technology

10th  Concepts of Engineering & Technology/Engineering Design & Presentation 

11th  Engineering Design & Presentation / Advanced Engineering Design & 
Presentation 

12th  Engineering Design & Problem Solving / Advanced Engineering Design & 
Presentation / Practicum in STEM 

 
 

9th  Concepts of Engineering & Technology

10th  Electronics 

11th  Robotics and Automation

12th  Practicum in STEM

 
 
 

9th  Algebra I* Geometry/Pre‐AP/EAGLE

10th  Geometry/PreAP/EAGLE Algebra II/PreAP/EAGLE

11th  Algebra II/PreAP/EAGLE Pre‐Calculus/PreAP/Calculus AB AP

12th  Advanced Science 

 
 

To earn a Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) Endorsement, the 
student must select and complete one of the following Pathways (in addition to the other 

graduation requirements) 
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STEM Science Concentration
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STEM Engineering Concentration – Engineer‐ Designer; Robotics

STEM Robotics Concentration

STEM Math Concentration
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CTE PROGRAM COURSE FEE LIST 2016-2017 
 
 

         

 
AUTOMOTIVE   

Shop Fee  $45  

 
AVIATION   

Shop & Supplies  $35  

Skills USA  $15  

 
BUSINESS PROFESSIONALS OF AMERICA  

BPA membership fees  $50  

 
COSMETOLOGY   

Supplies & Textbooks  $615  
Clock Hours, Mannequin 
Mannequin Supplies (Combs, brushes, etc) 
Clock Hours**, Mannequin 

$40 
$10  
$65 

Skills USA 
Student Permit Application 
**Every student should clock 150 hours** 

$16 
$25 

  

 
CULINARY ARTS    

Chef Coat  $25  

Chef Pants  $35  

Necktie  $4  

Chef Hat  $6  

Food Handlers Permit  $5  

ServSafe National Exam  $20  

Culinary membership fees  $5  

FCCLA membership fees  $30  

SkillsUSA   $10  

 

AGRICULTURE ANIMAL/EQUINE SCIENCES  
FFA Membership & Club T‐Shirt 
Scrubs( Vet Med) 
Lab Jumpsuit 

$35 
$35 
$50  
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ENGINEERING (STEM)  
 
STEM General Dues (t‐shirt, supplies) 
Engineering Notebook (Concepts) 

$40 
$25  

 

HEALTH SCIENCE  
HOSA Membership  $25  

Liability Student Insurance  $20  

Logo  $10  

HIPAA Confidentiality Training  $20  

CPR Training  $15  

Scrubs  $20  

Background Check  Free 

Drug Screening  $40  

TB Test  $30  
Flu Shot 
HOSA t‐shirt 

$30 
$10  

 

LAW & CRIMINAL JUSTICE  

CPR/First Aid Certification  $15  

Emergency Dispatch Certification (Law II Only)  $45  

Correctional Services   $25  

Uniform Shirt  $45  

Uniform Pants  $60  

 

PHARMACY TECHNICIAN   

HOSA Membership  $25  

Liability Student Insurance (Optional)  $20  

Logo  $10  

HIPAA Confidentiality Training (Optional)  $20  

Black Scrub Top (Optional)  $10  

Background Check  Free 

Drug Screening (Optional)  $40  

Pharmacy Manual  $50 

Texas State Board of Pharmacy (Externship)  $53  

Fingerprinting (Externship)  $45  

   

READY,SET, & TEACH   

TAFE Membership (required)  $20  
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TV & RADIO BROADCASTING   
Flash Drive  $15  

Long Sleeve Button Down Shirt (Seniors Only)  $30  

Short Sleeve Program T‐Shirt (Optional)  $25  

Short Sleeve TV CREW T‐shirt (Required)  $15  
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CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION 
 

As students seek to obtain an endorsement in Career and Technical Education certain Rules and 
Regulations apply. Many of the Pathways offered allow students to earn industry certifications, 
which will allow students to enter the workforce. 
 
 
 
 
 

1. All career cooperative programs are scheduled for one class period for two semesters in 
addition to time spent in on-the-job training. Students are required to spend a minimum of 
15 hours on the job. 
 

2. A student must be sixteen years of age and a junior or senior to be eligible for all 
cooperative programs. 
 

3. Application for entrance into a career cooperative program must be made through the 
coordinator of the program on the high school campus. Applications may be picked up in 
the counseling center. 
 
 

4. Students in cooperative education programs should be willing to agree to the guidelines 
and code of ethics for career programs that have been established by the DISD. 
 

5. No student will be enrolled in a cooperative education program after the first three (3) 
weeks of school unless he/she is transferring from a similar program during a semester. 
Consultation with the coordinator prior to scheduling is required. 
 
 

6. Students enrolled in a cooperative program must be able to furnish their own transportation 
to and from their place of employment. 
 

7. Students must be in school in order to report to work each day. 
 
 

8. Junior and senior students enrolled in a work cooperative program must enroll in the 
appropriate cooperative education class plus four (4) additional classes. All students must 
be present a minimum of six (6) periods per day to be eligible for UIL activities. 
 

9. Students who have work release must leave campus or be assigned to a class. 
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STATE OF TEXAS TESTING REQUIREMENTS 
 

State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness 
 
Under House Bill 5 (HB 5), passed by the 83rd Texas Legislature and signed by the governor, 
students entering high school in the 2011-2012 school year and following years are required to 
pass five State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR®) end-of-course exams 
to meet graduation requirements.  
 
The five assessments required under HB 5 are Algebra I, English I, English II (combined 
reading/writing), Biology, and U.S. history. Students must pass all five of these end-of-course 
assessments to be eligible to graduate from a Texas public high school. Students who are not 
successful on their first attempt will receive accelerated instruction and will have additional 
opportunities each school year to demonstrate satisfactory performance on that exam to meet the 
state's graduation requirements.  
 
Students identified with a disability or limited English proficiency and served through Special 
Education, 504 or Bilingual/ESL education may meet the state’s eligibility criteria for specially 
designed STAAR exams. For details please see your school counselor. 
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Grades 9-12 EOC Required Assessments 
 

 
STAAR EOC assessments are required for graduation: 
 
English Language Arts: 
 English I EOC 
 English II EOC 
 
 
Mathematics: 
 Algebra I EOC 
 
 
Science: 
 Biology EOC 
 
 
Social Studies: 
 US History EOC 
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Use the Five Pillars to Become College 
 and Career Ready 

 
Personal Readiness: 

 Make an action plan for your future goals. 
 Work hard and develop habits to succeed now and in the future. 
 Develop daily routines for homework and stay organized. 
 Get involved in UIL and other extra-curricular activities to build social and leadership skills. 
 Find supportive adults at school to help you achieve your goals. 
 NEVER give up! There is nothing more important than character and never giving up. 

 
Academic Readiness: 

 Take the most challenging courses for you. 
 Challenge yourself with Pre-AP/AP in your best subjects. 
 Earn college credit in high school with Cedar Valley College. 
 Take advantage of intervention and tutorial opportunities. 

 
Career Readiness: 

 Choose your major or CTE Pathway of study and take the course that will best prepare you for 
your future 

 Take a practicum course at the end of your pathway and even earn a professional certificate. 
 Participate in job shadow opportunities. 
 Use middle school and high school to learn about as many careers as possible. 

 
Admission Readiness: 

 Get and keep your grade point average and class ranking as high as possible. 
 Take the PSAT seriously and use My College Quick Start to help prepare for the SAT and ACT. 
 See your counselor for free SAT/ACT prep opportunities. 
 Become very familiar with your high school’s college and career counselors. Help is available! 

 
Financial Readiness: 

 Don’t let money keep you from pursuing your dreams. 
 Learn about and apply for scholarships. See your counselor for more information. 
 Fill out and complete your Free Application for Federal Aid (FASFA) by March of your senior 

year. 
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College/Career Preparation Timeline 
Grades    Goals and Objectives 
 
Grades 6-7   
 
 
Grade 8   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Grade 9 
 
 
 
 
 
Grade 10 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Grade 11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Grade 12 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Begin to investigate college/career goals and objectives.
 
 
Plan a four-year high school academic program and become 
aware of the 16 career clusters. Each student attends an 
academic conference with parents and a school counselor 
during which course selections are chosen for the high school 
years. Review Catalogs, publications and websites, which give 
college profiles and entrance requirements. Take advantage of 
district programs. Start researching scholarships and financial 
requirements. Attend evening parent meetings regarding 
academic planning and college admission. 
 
 
Re-evaluate career goals and objectives. Review 
academic four-year plan and begin building a high school 
transcript. Research colleges and universities of interest. 
Attend campus evening meetings about post-secondary 
planning and college admission. 
 
 
Review academic plan. Re-evaluate goals and objectives. 
Participate in an individual academic conference with 
parent(s) and the high school counselor to decide on 
courses for the 11th grade. Take advantage of district 
programs. Review college catalogs, publications, and 
websites which give college profiles. Attend campus 
evening meeting s about post-secondary planning and 
college admission. 
 
 
Review academic plans and narrow college choices. 
Participate in an individual academic conference with 
parent(s) and the senior high school counselor to decide 
on courses for the senior year and to discuss post-
graduation plans. Attend college nights. Take PSAT in 
October. Take the SAT or ACT in the late spring. 
Explore scholarship opportunities. 
 
Review post-secondary options. Confer with counselor in 
early fall. Attend College nights in September. Take SAT 
and /or ACT in early fall. Send applications early in the 
fall semester. Be mindful of college application 
deadlines. Submit housing application in the early fall. 
Attend Financial aid programs. Send federal financial aid 
applications in January. Submit scholarship applications 
beginning in the fall.
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High School Program Descriptions  
 
 

Acceleration 
Students may request to take credit by exam for acceleration in academic subjects. However, there is no 
guarantee that the next course in the sequence will be available at either the home campus or another 
campus. If a course is available on another campus, district transportation will not be provided. See the 
school counselor for more information. 
 
Advanced Placement Program 
The Advanced Placement (AP) Program of the College Board enables students to complete college-level 
studies at DeSoto ISD High Schools. A limited number of advanced placement courses may be offered on 
the high school campuses. This “academic bridge” helps smooth the transition from high school to 
college. The primary goals of the AP program are to enrich the secondary school experience of students 
ready to apply themselves to college-level courses and to provide the means by which colleges may grant 
credit or placement, or both, to students with satisfactory AP test scores. 
 
Correspondence Courses, Night School, and Summer School 
Credits for high school graduation may not be earned until after the 8th grade year through 
Correspondence, Night School and Summer School courses. Grade points are awarded for Night School 
and Summer School. Grade points will not be awarded for Correspondence Courses. Students taking 
correspondence courses, night school, and/or summer school will take the STAAR EOC assessments 
required for graduation. 
 
Course Average  
Semester credit for full year courses: with the exception of high school credit courses taken in the middle 
school, if a student earns credit for one semester of a one-credit course by earning a grade of 70 or above 
but fails to earn a grade of 70 or above for the other semester. 
Awarding credit through averaging: with expectation of high school credit courses taken in middle 
school, a student may be awarded credit for a full year course by either earning a grade of 70 or above in 
both semesters or by earning a grade 70 or above when both semester grades are averaged together. 
Averaging of the two semesters may only be applied the first time a student takes each semester of the 
course. 
 
Dual Enrollment Courses 
DeSoto ISD has a dual enrollment agreement with Cedar Valley College. More information will be 
available through the high school counseling department. 
 
 
 
Elective Courses 
In addition to these required courses, students may choose other courses to complete their schedules. The 
number of elective courses that students may chooses varies from year to year. 
 
 
Honors/Pre-Advanced Placement Courses 
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Honors/Pre-AP courses are designed for highly motivated students. A differentiated honors curriculum 
includes wider range and greater depth of subject matter that that of the regular course. Emphasis is 
placed on higher level and critical thinking skills, on creative, productive thinking and on independent 
guided research 
 

Local/No State Credit Courses 
Local credit courses are approved by the board of Trustees for local credit only. These courses 
do not count toward state graduation requirements. Local credit courses cannot be used to 
fulfill minimum number of credits on any graduation plan. Local credit courses are not included 
in the calculation of the Grade Point Average (GPA). 
 
Promotion Policy 
Promotion guidelines for students graduating in 2011 and after are as follows: 

1. From the ninth grade, a student must have acquired six credits. 
2. From the tenth grade, a student must have acquired 13 credits; including two credits of 

English(English I and English II) AND ONE CREDIT OF Algebra I, one credit of 
Geometry, one credit of Biology , and one credit of social studies (World Geography or 
World History). 

3. From the 11th grade, a student must have acquired 19 credits. 
 
Required Courses 
These courses are required to fulfill state educational guidelines. A course may or may not have 
a prerequisite; a perquisite is a course that must be taken prior to the course under consideration. 
 
Textbooks 
Textbooks are state owned (the property of Texas) and are issued to students in the DeSoto ISD 
free of charge. Each student is responsible for his/her textbooks issued by their school and is 
responsible for payment for lost and/or damaged textbooks occurring in the school year. No 
textbooks are distributed from the campuses for the following: Credit by Exam, correspondence 
courses, and concurrent enrollment courses. 
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PSAT/NMSQT 
The PSAT/NMSQT is a practice SAT which lets a student compare his ability to do college work with the 
ability of other college-bound students. It is also the first step in entering the scholarship programs 
conducted by the National Merit Scholarship Corporation. The PSAT is given in October to all 
sophomores and juniors. All PSAT scores become a part of the student's Academic Achievement Record 
(transcript). 
 

SAT and ACT COLLEGE ENTRANCE EXAMS 
The SAT and ACT college entrance exams are administered on several dates during the year. Information 
regarding these tests may be obtained from senior English teachers. Junior English teachers will have 
registration materials in the spring. Students who are planning to attend college are strongly encouraged 
to discuss these tests, as well as the PSAT and PLAN, with their counselors as early as the sophomore 
year. Students should plan to complete a practice test before registering for an ACT or SAT Reasoning 
Test. The final opportunity to make application to take these tests is usually April of each year. 
 

ACT and SAT STUDENT INFORMATION 
The ACT is a three hour examination similar to an achievement test in English, mathematics, 
reading, science reasoning and writing (optional). The SAT Reasoning Test is a three and one-
half hour multiple choice test of critical reading, mathematical reasoning abilities, and writing.  
 
All ACT and SAT scores become a part of the student's Academic Achievement Record 
(transcript). 
 
 In order to make the best possible score on a college entrance examination, the following 
statements may be helpful for making test selections: 
 

1. Students who take more academic courses (English, math, science, social studies, 
fine arts and foreign language) tend to score higher on both the ACT and the SAT 
Reasoning Test. Students should try to take a minimum of 18 credits from these 
courses. The remaining course work should be designed to match their intended 
major and/or college admission requirements. 

2. Students who are on a college preparation academic program and who have 
completed at least English 3, Geometry, Algebra 2, Biology and Chemistry should 
take the SAT Reasoning Test or ACT at the end of their junior year. Students who 
have not completed these courses are advised against taking the SAT Reasoning 
Test at that time. The ACT would be a better choice for a college entrance 
examination. 

3. Students who take the SAT Reasoning Test or ACT late in the junior year (May 
or June) and want to raise their scores by taking the test again as seniors must 
remember that to simply retake the test with no more preparation will probably 
result in score decreases. In order to raise scores, students should continue with 
additional math courses and other academically demanding courses during the 
senior year. Please check with your counselor before retaking any college 
entrance test. 
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Advanced 
Academics 
 
 Dual Credit: 
 CMP 
 ECHS 
 Tech Prep(CTE) 
 Advanced Placement 
 IB (coming 2016-17) 
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DUAL CREDIT 
 
OPTIONS FOR EARNING HIGH SCHOOL AND COLLGE CREDIT 
 
Students have multiple opportunities to earn college credit in high school. 
 
Cedar Valley Community College 
For DeSoto ISD students to receive college credit from an institution of higher education, 
DeSoto ISD must recognize the institution with a formal agreement. At this time, an 
agreement is in place with Cedar Valley Community College (ACC). Students must be 
eligible for enrollment and may begin course work the summer after their sophomore 
year. 
 
 • Dual Credit – Dual credit courses are college level courses that students can take for 
both high school graduation credit and college credit. Courses accepted for dual credit 
cover the TEKS for the high school course and meet college guidelines. A list of 
approved dual credit courses can be found in each content area. 
 
• Concurrent Enrollment – Concurrent enrollment courses are college courses students 
can take while enrolled in high school that do not award high school credit.  
 
• Articulated –Technical Preparation courses are higher-level academic Career and 
Technology Education (CTE) courses. A list of articulated courses will provided to the 
school counselors upon approval from ACC. 
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TSI INFORMATION 
 

The TSI Assessment is a computer based test designed to determine if students are ready for 
college-level course work in the general areas of reading, writing and mathematics. Incoming 
college students in the state Of Texas are required to take the TSI assessment unless they meet 
quality for exemption. 
 

TSI Required (must pass appropriate sections) 
 English IV 
 Art III and IV 
 Government  
 Economics 
 U.S. History 
 Pre-Calculus 
 Biology 

 
TSI NOT REQUIRED 

 Business Information Management (BIM) 
 Accounting 
 Automotive 
 Business Law 
 Business Management  
 Health 

 
Students in grades 11-12 who are 16 years of age by September 1st of current school year may 
enroll in dual credit courses but may not enroll in more than two per semester. Provisional forms 
are available for students under age 16 with the exception of Early College High School. 
 
The course syllabus for each college course will be taught in conjunction with the high school 
curriculum. Course availability will be based on the appropriate staffing. Assignments and 
instruction will be monitored by Cedar Valley College. 
 
Students who plan to enroll in dual credit must register and take the TSI test during the prior 
spring or summer unless they are TSI exempt. Students enrolled in dual credit will receive the 
same Cedar Valley College campus privileges as all regular college students. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



32 
 

TSI EXEMPTIONS 

 
Not all incoming students need to take the TSI Assessment. There are many ways you can be 
exempt. Qualifying for a TSI Assessment exemption means that you can enroll in any entry 
-level college course without restrictions. 
 
You may be exempt if you: 
 
Exit Level TAKS – 2200 or higher math and/or 2200 or higher with writing subscore of at least 3 
in English/Language Arts (ELA) 
 
SAT   -   1070 combined, with 500 or higher math and/or critical reading 
ACT  -    23 composite, with 19 or higher math and/or English 
EOC  -    Student is exempt on the basis of high school end of course STAAR (less than 5 years 
old) with a minimum qualifying score of level 2 English III and level 2 Algebra II. 
 
Partial Exemptions 
 

 A student with an ACT Composite Score of 23 (or higher) are exempt from TSI Math 
with an ACT Math score of 19 (or higher) even though the ACT English may be less than 
19. Students with an ACT Composite Score of 23 (or higher) are exempt from TSI 
Reading and TSI Writing with an ACT English score of 19 or higher, even though the 
math may be less than 19. 

 A student with a SAT combines critical reading and math score or 1070 (or higher) are 
exempt from TSI Math with a SAT Math score of 500 (or higher) even though the SAT 
Critical Reading may be less than 500. Student with a combined critical reading and math 
score of 1070 (or higher) are exempt from TSI Reading and TSI Writing with a SAT 
Critical Reading score of 500 (or higher) even though the SAT Math may be less than 
500. 
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Collegiate Magnet Program (CMP) 
 

The DeSoto High School Collegiate Magnet Program (CMP) is a unique, early-college program 
that is built into the College and Career Academy strands and allows students to earn two-year 
associates degrees while attending high school. Through partnerships with local colleges and 
universities, students will be able to save on the cost of the college, obtain marketable skills, and 
begin the path to a distinguished career. 

 
While completing graduation requirements for their high school diploma, students will 
participate in dual, online, mini session, and summer classes to fulfill requirements for an 
associate degree. 
 

Admission Requirements 
 Grades: 2.5 GPA (un-weighted) 
 Recommendations: 2 Teachers; 1 Community  
 Standardized Test Results: 

2013-2014 applicants – STAAR results 
2014-2015 applicants – STAAR results and ReadiStep 

 
Admissions and Advancement 

Students are selected to attend DeSoto CMP in a competitive process that evaluates academic 
achievement, standardized test results, academic recommendations, personal essays, and self-
reported interests and activities. 
 

 
Early College High School (ECHS) 

 
 Will attend 11th  and 12th  grade years on Cedar Valley campus 
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DESOTO ISD APPROVED DUAL CREDIT COURSES 
 
 

Cedar Valley College Courses DeSoto ISD Courses
 

Tier 1 Core 
 
ENGL 1301 ENGL III AP OR ENGL III 
HIST 1301 US HISTORY 
MATH 1314 COLLEGE ALGEBRA 
MATH 1316 IND STUDIES/TRIG 
PHED 1164 CVC CREDIT ONLY 
SPAN 1311 SPANISH III 
SPAN 1312 SPANISH III 
SPCH 1311 SPEECH 
  

Tier 2 Core 
 
ART 1301 ART I/PART A 
BIOL 1406 ENV. SYSTEMS/SCIENCE RESEARCH DESIGN 
BIOL 1407 ENV. SYSTEMS/SCIENCE RESEARCH DESIGN
BIOL 1408 ENV. SYSTEMS/SCIENCE RESEARCH DESIGN
BIOL 1409 ENV. SYSTEMS/SCIENCE RESEARCH DESIGN
CHEM 1405 ENV. SYSTEMS/SCIENCE RESEARCH DESIGN
CHEM 1407  ENV. SYSTEMS/SCIENCE RESEARCH DESIGN
CHEM 1411  ENV. SYSTEMS/SCIENCE RESEARCH DESIGN
CHEM 1412  ENV. SYSTEMS/SCIENCE RESEARCH DESIGN
DRAM 2366 FILM APPRECIATION/Part A 
ECON 2301 ECONOMICS 
ENGL 1302 ENGL III AP OR ENGL III 
ENGL 2327 ENGL IV 
ENGL 2328 ENGL IV 
GOVT 2305 GOVERNMENT 
HIST 1302 US HISTORY 
MUSI 1306 APPLIED MUSIC/Part A 
PHED 1304 HEALTH 
PHIL1301 PHILOSOPHY 
PSYC 2301 PSYCHOLOGY 
SOCI 1301 SOCIOLOGY 
PHYS 1401 SCIENCE RESEARCH DESIGN 
PHYS 1402  SCIENCE RESEARCH DESIGN 
PHYS 1405  SCIENCE RESEARCH DESIGN 
PHYS 1407  SCIENCE RESEARCH DESIGN 
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Tier 3 Core 
 
GOVT 2306 GOVERNMENT 
  
  

ELECTIVES 
  
ART 1311 ART I/Part B 
BCIS 1405 BUSINESS INFO MANAGEMENT 
DRAM 1351 FILM APPRECIATION/Part B 
EDUC 1300 EDUCATION FRAMEWORKS 
ITSC 1401 TECHNOLOGY 
ITSE 1301 TECHNOLOGY 
MRKG 1311 PRINCIPLES OF MRKG 
MUSI 1183 APPLIED MUSIC/Part B 
  
  
Possible Courses for 2016-2017 
  
ENGL 2342  
ENGL 2343  
SPAN 2311  
SPAN 2312  
ENVR 1401  
ENVR 1402  
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PROCEDURES FOR ADMISSION TO AND CONTINUATION IN 
PRE-AP/AP CLASSES 

 
DeSoto High School offers Pre-AP/AP courses in grades 9-12. Please be aware that Pre-AP/AP 
courses require a commitment of a full semester or a year. See schedule change procedures 
 

1. Students who successfully perform in a grade level of high school Pre-AP/AP may 
progress in the sequence.   
 

2. In order to continue in a Pre-AP/AP course, a student must maintain an average of 70 or 
higher in each grading period. 
 
 

3. If a student does not maintain an average of 70 or higher for 2 grading periods in a year, 
he or she will be removed from the program. 
 

4. Students who enroll in Pre-AP/AP classes should be task committed and have good time 
management skills. ALL AP and Pre-AP COURSES RECEIVE LEVEL THREE 
GRADE POINTS. 
 
 

5. Any student removed from the program for not maintaining an average of 70 or higher 
each grading period will receive 10 points toward their grade upon entering a regular 
class. 
 

6. Students in AP courses will be required to take the Advanced Placement exam in each 
course 
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ADVANCED PLACEMENT 
 

AP and PRE-AP COURSES 
Advanced Placement is a program of college-level courses and exams for secondary school students. 
Administered since 1955 by the College Board, this program, like other College Board programs, is a 
national scope and recognition. DeSoto ISD offers Advanced Placement courses in the following areas: 

High School AP and Pre-AP Classes English II Pre-AP 
Art III AP French II Pre-AP 
Art IV AP French III Pre-AP 
Biology AP/EAGLE Geometry EAGLE/Pre-AP 
Biology II AP Geometry Pre-AP 
Calculus AB AP Physics I EAGLE/Pre-AP 
Calculus AP (BC) Physics I Pre-AP 
Chemistry AP/EAGLE Pre-Calculus Pre-AP 
Chemistry II AP Spanish II Pre-AP 
Economics AP Spanish III Pre-AP 
English III AP World Geography EAGLE/Pre-AP 
English III AP/EAGLE World Geography Pre-AP 
English IV AP  
Environmental Science AP/EAGLE  
Environmental Science AP  
French IV AP  
Government AP Freshman Campus AP and Pre-AP Classes 
Government AP/EAGLE Spanish IV AP 
Physics II AP World History AP 
Probability/Statistics AP Algebra II Pre-AP 
Psychology AP Biology I EAGLE/Pre-AP 
Psychology AP/EAGLE Biology I Pre-AP 
Spanish IV AP ECHS-Biology Pre-AP 
Spanish Literature AP ECHS English I Pre-AP 
US History AP ECHS-Geometry Pre-AP 
US History AP/EAGLE ECHS-World Geography Pre-AP 
World History AP English I EAGLE/Pre-AP 
World History AP/EAGLE English I Pre-AP 
Algebra II EAGLE/Pre-AP English II EAGLE/Pre-AP 
Algebra II Pre-AP English II Pre-AP 
Biology I EAGLE/Pre-AP Geometry EAGLE/Pre-AP 
Biology I Pre-AP Geometry Pre-AP 
Chemistry I EAGLE/Pre-AP Spanish II Pre-AP 
Chemistry I Pre-AP World Geography EAGLE/Pre-AP 
Economics EAGLE/Pre-AP World Geography Pre-AP 
English I EAGLE/Pre-AP  
English I Pre-AP  
English II EAGLE/Pre-AP  
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GIFTED AND TALENTED/EAGLE 

(Gifted and Talented Courses) 
 

EAGLE courses will be offered to DeSoto High School students in grades 9-12 as an extension 
of the DeSoto ISD gifted/talented program. In order to be enrolled in an EAGLE course, special 
selection criteria in the areas of specific subject matter aptitude, general intellectual ability, and 
creative/productive thinking must be met. 
 

EAGLE classes receive Level 3 grade points. EAGLE courses will offer greater depth of subject 
matter than regular courses; emphasize higher level and critical thinking skills; provide 
opportunities for creative, productive thinking; stress cognitive concepts and processes; and 
provide chances for independent as well as guided research. EAGLE courses also cover 
appropriate Pre-AP/AP content and students are encouraged to take the AP exam in each AP 
course for which they are enrolled. 

EAGLE classes will be offered in the following courses: 

Grades 10-12 
English II EAGLE/Pre-AP 
English III EAGLE/Pre-AP 
English IV EAGLE/Pre-AP 
Biology I EAGLE/Pre-AP 
World Geography EAGLE/Pre-AP 
English II EAGLE/Pre-AP 
World History EAGLE/AP 
Chemistry I EAGLE/Pre-AP 
English III EAGLE/AP 
US History EAGLE/AP 
Physics I EAGLE/Pre-AP 
Geometry EAGLE/Pre-AP 
Algebra II EAGLE/Pre-AP 
Pre-Calculus Pre-AP 
AB Calculus AP 
Statistics AP 
Art III AP 
Art IV AP 
Spanish II Pre-AP 
Spanish III Pre-AP 
Spanish IV AP 
French II Pre-AP 
French IV Pre-AP 
Government/Economics EAGLE/AP 

 



39 
 

PROCEDURE FOR ADMISSION TO AND 
CONTINUATION IN EAGLE COURSES 

DeSoto High School offers EAGLE courses for students in grades 9-12. Students interested in 
EAGLE courses must first be nominated. Following nomination, screening criteria is placed on a 
profile. Some additional testing may be required to complete the selection profile. Final selection 
of EAGLE participants is determined by a selection committee. 

Steps in the selection process are as follows: 
 
1. Nomination - In January of each school year students may be nominated for participation in 
the high school EAGLE program for the following school year. Nominations may come from 
teachers, parents, counselors, other students, or the student himself. Nomination forms are 
available in the counseling office. Nomination does not guarantee a student's selection for an 
EAGLE course. It is only the first step in the selection process.  
 
2. Initial Screening - All nominated students will be given the Otis-Lennon School Ability Test. 
Scores from that test as well as scores from achievement tests will be entered on an identification 
profile. 
 
 3. Final Screening - Other information will be added to the profile to help the selection 
committee make informed choices. This stage of the screening process will involve teacher 
ratings for students. Other data for each student are reviewed to determine the degree to which a 
student will benefit from the EAGLE program. Additional testing may be required.  
 
4. Selection - The selection committee will meet to review the data on each student. Program 
participants will be chosen based on both the objective and subjective data. Students will be 
notified of their selection. Students whose needs cannot be successfully met by participation in 
the EAGLE program will also be notified. 
 
Students who are successful program participants at the end of the school year are automatically 
eligible for continued program participation per subject area. No new nomination, screening or 
selection procedures are necessary for these students. Students should attach a signed continuing 
EAGLE form to their registration sheet. 
 
If a student is exited from the EAGLE program after the end of the second week of school for 
any reason other than moving out-of-district or unavoidable schedule conflict, the student may 
not reenter the EAGLE program during the same school year. The student may be renominated 
for screening for the following year's EAGLE program, in which case, new screening data and 
selection procedures may be used. 
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ADDITIONAL OPTIONS FOR EARNING 
 HIGH SCHOOL CREDIT 

 
Correspondence Courses  
Students may earn a maximum of two credits required by the state toward graduation through 
correspondence courses. Prior approval of a counselor or an administrator must be obtained for 
enrollment. Students may be enrolled in only one correspondence course at a time. Fees for such 
courses are paid by the student or parent.  
 
Credit by Examination (CBE) for Acceleration  
Students may take exams for courses in which no prior instruction has been received. Many high 
school CBEs are given in two parts: semester A and semester B. In order to receive credit for the 
course, the student must receive an 80% or better for each semester in order to earn full 1.0 credit 
(semester credit is not awarded). If a grade of 80% or above is achieved, the numerical grade will 
be posted to the student’s transcript. Students may not take a CBE for acceleration for only one 
semester of a year course, nor earn partial course credit via CBE for acceleration. A student can 
only attempt a CBE for acceleration for a particular grade level or course two times and may not 
retest for acceleration for that grade/course again. LOTE students who are heritage speakers (and 
have not had documented instruction) may take a CBE for acceleration to be placed into a higher 
level course. Students may earn credit for Levels I – III through CBE for acceleration. District-
sponsored examinations are administered by the campus during four windows of each academic 
year. Students should contact their counselor for registration information and testing dates.  
 
Credit by Examination (CBE) with Prior Instruction 
 Students who have received prior formal instruction in a subject area may take credit by 
examination for credit recovery or validation of credit to demonstrate proficiency of the subject 
matter. School districts are not required to provide these assessments. If a student wishes to take 
this type of CBE, a parent or guardian must make arrangements directly with a participating 
testing organization offering the CBE and pay the fees associated with the exams. DeSoto ISD 
recognizes The University of Texas and Texas Tech University as providers for these exams. 
This procedure also applies for students transferring from home schooling and students 
transferring from unaccredited private schools. Credit Recovery Through computer-assisted 
instruction, students may gain credit for courses failed. Credit recovery is available during the 
school day, as well as after or before school. Not all courses are eligible for recovery. Students 
should contact their school counselor for information. 
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S.O.A.R (Students Outstanding Academic Recognition Program) 
DeSoto High School (9-12) 

 
Criteria 
Students in each grade level are eligible for SOAR recognition with a 95 grade average in the 
core subject areas of math, science, social studies, English and foreign language, if taken. A 
weighted grade system for students taking EAGLE, Pre-AP and AP classes allows five extra 
points added to the final average of each course. 
 
Grades are rounded.  
 
Averages for the first five six weeks grading periods are computed. 
 
 Award  
A plaque 
 

 
SENIORS’ SOARING EAGLE ACADEMIC AWARD 

 DESOTO HIGH SCHOOL 
 

Criteria 
Students must receive a class ranking of 1-20 in the core subject areas math, science, social 
studies, English, and foreign languages according to averages for seven semesters of high school.  
 
Transfer students must have attended DeSoto High School for the past three semesters. 
 
 Only DeSoto ISD grades are considered for computing GPA.  
 
The weighted grade point system currently in effect at the high school allows eligible students to 
receive ten (10) additional points for each Pre-AP, AP, or EAGLE class. 
 
 In the event of a tie for 20th place, all students who placed 20th will receive the award. 
 
Awards  
A school blanket  
A reception following the awards assembly  
A special banquet honoring recipients  
A plaque in the high school that lists the names of students who receive the Soar Award each 
year. 
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W.I.N.G.S (Where I Now Gain Success) 
 

DESOTO ISD Education through Prevention and Recovery 

The goal of this program is to provide students the opportunity to earn the credits and skills needed for a 
high school diploma.  Students work at their own pace during scheduled morning or afternoon sessions. 

Offerings include: 

 Edgenuity- an online intervention program, uses data to pinpoint where students are struggling 
and provides them with targeted instruction to help them catch up, keep up, or get ahead. 
  

 Small Class Instruction- students received specialized instruction based on areas of need.   
 

 Tutoring- students receive tutoring assistance on their computer courses, as well as preparation 
for state mandated test required for graduation  

 

There is no charge for this program (except a supply fee) and it is open to students between the ages of 17 
and 25 who have dropped out of any public high school in the US. 
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Grade Level Classifications 
 

Grade level classifications at the beginning of each school year will be based upon the number of 
credits successfully completed by a student. Grade level classifications require a minimum of the 
following earned credits: 
10th Grade  6 credits 
11th Grade  12 credits 
12th Grade  *19 credits 
 
Grade level classifications at the beginning of second semester require a minimum of the 
following earned credits: 
10th Grade  8 credits 
11th Grade  15 credits 
12th Grade  **22.5 credits 
 
*  Seniors with the minimum number of credits may need additional course  work to meet 
 graduation requirements and should consult their counselor. 
** Students must be enrolled in enough courses to meet graduation  requirements. 

 
Correspondence Credit Enrollment 

 
A maximum of two credits by correspondence may be applied toward graduation. Students 
should talk with a counselor for more detailed information about correspondence courses. 
Seniors taking correspondence credit in order to graduate must have completed all course work 
and exams by April 1.  
 

Calculation of Course Credit 
 

A student will receive credit for each semester passed. If the course is a two-semester sequence 
and the student passes the second semester after failing the first semester, he/she will receive 
credit for both semesters provided the yearly average is passing (70%). Grades from two 
different school years may not be averaged together. Averaged grades must be from the same 
academic year not including summer school. 
 
If a student fails the second semester of a two-semester sequence, but passes the first semester, 
he/she will receive only one-half (1/2) credit for the first semester. 
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Additionally, the following criterion for students enrolled in specific English courses must also 
be met: Students in an English course requiring a written term paper or other such major project 
must successfully complete said project in order to receive full credit, in addition to the above 
policy. Students enrolled after the fourth week of school will not receive credit for courses in 
which they were not previously enrolled. 

Credits and Grade Points 
 
When a student achieves a passing average for the second semester and the year, one full credit 
will be awarded even if he/she failed the first semester. Students will be awarded actual grade 
points earned. The numerical average for the first semester will remain as is.  
 

Course Duration 

The duration of a course – the number of semesters that the course covers – may be determined 
by noting the number of credits indicated as being awarded by the course. 
. 
 ½ Unit  - Course is one (1) semester in duration 
 1 Unit  - Course is two (2) semesters in duration 
 ½ or 1 Unit - Course may be taken for only one (1) semester or may be taken for  
     two (2) semesters  
 
 

Weighted and Un-Weighted Grade Point System 
 

DeSoto High School uses a weighted and an un-weighted grade point system for all students. 
 
The objective of the weighted system is to provide a method of rewarding academic success; to 
select the valedictorian, salutatorian, and honor graduates; to determine class rank; and to reward 
students for achieving in Pre-AP, Dual Credit, and Gifted/Talented classes. The weighted 
system is used for ranking purposes only. Class rankings for a class are done at the end of the 
sophomore year, and the end of the junior year, spring of the senior year (cumulative through 7 
semesters only), and after graduation. Not included in the averaging are: credit by exam, local 
credit courses, summer school, night school, correspondence courses, and courses taken prior to 
grade nine. Students who move from a Pre-AP or AP course to a regular class after the first six 
weeks of a semester will be awarded level 2 grade points. 
 
The un-weighted GPA is what colleges require for admission. 
 
This system is divided into three levels: 
 
 
Level 3 would be all designated AP and Dual Credit courses. 
Level 2 would be all Pre-AP courses. 
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Level 1 would be all regular courses. 
 
The first digit of the six (6) digit course number indicates the level of the course. (Courses 
beginning with a digit higher than 3 are level 3 courses.) The tens digit of the semester numerical 
grade will determine the whole number grade points earned and the ones digit will determine the 
decimal value of grade points earned. The following chart will show how many grade points are 
earned for any grade for any course. A grade below 70 in any level will be figured with a grade 
point of 0.  
 A grade of 87 in a level 3 course would be 4.7 points. 
 A grade of 87 in a level 2 course would be 3.7 points. 
 A grade of 87 in a level 1 course would be 2.7 points. 
 
 

Grade Points Awarded 
 

 1.0 2.0 3.0 4.0 5.0 
L3   70-79 80-89 90-99 
L2  70-79 80-89 90-99 100 
L1 70-79 80-89 90-99 100  

 
 

Credit by Examination (Fall and Spring) 
 

Credit by Examination (CBE) is an option for students to earn credit for certain courses. 
Ordinarily, students may choose this option if they have knowledge of a subject because of prior 
experience. For example, a native Spanish speaker may use this option to obtain credit for 
Spanish I. Students must contact a counselor to register for CBE before the school year ends. 
Testing will take place in June and July. Students would not be eligible for this option if they 
have received prior instruction in the course they are opting for Credit by Examination. To earn 
credit for a course, the student must score 90 or above on each exam taken. DeSoto ISD does not 
offer Credit by Examination for courses a student has failed.  
 

Enrollment Requirements 
 

1. Students in grades 9-11 must enroll in eight (8) courses per semester. 
2. Juniors enrolled in a work cooperative program must take four (4) courses in addition to 

those related to the program. 
3. Cooperative education students must be present three (3) periods per day. 
4. Seniors must enroll in courses to earn a minimum of three (3) credit courses per semester. 
5. Students must be enrolled in a minimum of three (3) credit courses per semester to meet 

UIL eligibility requirements.  
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Valedictorian and Salutatorian  

 
Valedictorian will be the student who has the highest grade point average in the senior class, 
and the salutatorian will be the student with the second highest grade point average in the 
senior class. All requirements listed regarding class rank for valedictorian and salutatorian 
must be met in order to qualify for either of these honors.  In the event that the student with the 
first or second highest GPA does not fully qualify, then the next highest ranking class member 
that is fully qualified shall receive the honor.  Class rankings will be calculated to a point 
where a definite rank can be established. If a student has the same units and grade points, then 
numerical grades will be used to determine the valedictorian and salutatorian. 
1. Valedictorian and Salutatorian will be based on an eight semester final rank and will 

be introduced at graduation. 
2. Students must meet all requirements for graduation. 
3. Only students attending DeSoto High School by the beginning of the 3rd week in the 1st 

semester of their junior year are eligible. Students must be enrolled in DeSoto for their 
entire year junior and senior year to be eligible. 

4. Students graduating at mid-term or at the end of summer school are not eligible for 
these honors. 
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ACADEMIC PROGRAMS 
 
 

Academic Decathlon 
 

The Academic Decathlon is a unique means of fostering scholastic excellence among high 
school students who represent a wide diversity of personal and academic backgrounds and 
interests.  These students are coached by high school staff members in areas of economics, 
grammar and literature, fine arts, mathematics, science, social studies and the super quiz - a 
team event held before a large audience. In addition, there are communications tests which 
include the writing of an essay, the delivery of prepared and impromptu speeches and an oral 
interview. The DeSoto High School team is selected by a process which includes student 
application, scholastic achievement, standardized test scores, personal interview, and the 
student's availability of time to devote to the program. The team is composed of two regular 
team members and one alternate from the honor division (A average), the scholastic division (B 
average), and the varsity division (C average). (Students selected to the Academic Decathlon 
study team must enroll in the designated Academic Decathlon course.) 
 

 
National Honor Society 

 
The National Honor Society is an organization dedicated to scholarship, character, leadership, 
and service. Membership is by invitation and is based on grade point average, evidence of 
leadership and service, and a character evaluation. Induction is during the spring semester of 
the junior or senior year. Members maintain an un-weighted grade point average of at least 3.2 
and earn service points by participating in a variety of school-related and individual service 
projects. At graduation, members in good standing who have earned at least 50 points wear 
gold honor cords; members with 65+ points may wear a white satin stole. 
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Accelerated Instruction Plan 
 

Purpose 
Whether students are falling behind, wanting to advance, or just want a new learning 
environment, DeSoto ISD has a choice and a vehicle for students to achieve. 
 
The software that the district uses to accomplish these goals is Plato. Plato Courseware 
provides courses in a wide range of core subjects, electives, world languages, honors, and 
Advanced Placement® offerings. Courses consist of integrated assessments including 
exempted pretests that allow learners to forgo content they have already mastered and focus on 
the concepts that need additional work. Course-level assessments also include tests for each 
course module to ensure concept mastery. 
 
Option 1 Original Credit – Online course taken for the first time 
 

1. Plato 
2. Texas Virtual School Network (TxVSN) 3 credits maximum 

 
Option 1 provides Texas students and schools with reasonable access to online courses and 
instructors. It is a valuable resource for interactive, collaborative, instructor-led online courses 
taught by state-certified and appropriately credited teachers trained in online instruction. 
 
Guidelines: 

 Only by teacher recommendation. 
 Courses with a STAAR EOC requirement are excluded. 
 Credit by examination. 
 Please note that student must receive 70 or better to receive credit in each course.  

 

 
Option 2 Credit Recovery – Courses taken after receiving a failing semester grade 

 
Guidelines: 

 Credit received after failing a semester. 
 Credit Recovery can be taken during or after school. 
 Courses can be completed at home, but all exams must be completed on campus. 
 Please note that student must receive 70 or better to receive credit in each course. 

 
Option 3 Cycle Recovery – When a student is failing a grading period 

 
Guidelines: 

 Students will recover grades lower than 70 in the 1st, 2nd, 4th, and/or 5th grading period 
for the current semester. 
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 Students can only receive 70 for the grading period made up. This grade will be 
averaged with the other grading periods or grades. 

 Students are only making up the grading period that is failed. 
 Please note that student must receive 70 or better to receive credit in each course. 

 
 

Semester Exam Exemption Policy (Spring Only) 
 

The policy allows students in grades 9-12 to be exempt from any spring semester exam in any 
class for the semester if they meet one of the following academic/average/absence criteria in 
that class. 
 

 95-100 semester grade average and no more than three (3) absences and three (3) 
or fewer tardies 

 90-94 semester grade average and no more than two (2) absences and three (3) or fewer 
tardies 

 85-89 semester grade average and no more than one (1) absence and three (3) or fewer 
tardies  

            OR 
 80-84 semester grade average and no (0) absences and three (3) or fewer tardies 

 
 Passed the STAAR test in that subject area, have a passing semester average, and have 

no more than four (4) absences, and three (3) or fewer tardies. 
            (Parental approval must be obtained for STAAR exemptions.) 
 
Missing class for the following reasons does not count as an absence from the class toward 
the semester exam exemption: 
college days (provided the proper paper work is turned in), school related field trips, 
testing, ARD meeting, UIL athletic, music and academic events. 
 
Missing class for the reasons listed below does count as an absence for class toward the 
semester exam exemption: 
excused absences or unexcused absences including doctor appointments, suspensions, illness, 
skipping, absent from AEP – excused or unexcused, death in the family, emergency removal, 
dress code violation – in office or sent home. 
 
The above lists are not inclusive of all absences that could affect the semester exam 
exemption policy. 
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No Pass/No Play 
 
 In accordance with UIL guidelines, a student who receives, at the end of any grading period 
(after the first six weeks of the school year), a grade below 70 in any academic class, or a 
student with disabilities who fails to meet the standards in the Individual Education Plan (IEP) 
may not participate in extracurricular activities for at least three school weeks. An ineligible 
student may practice or rehearse. The student regains eligibility when the principal and 
teachers determine that he or she has: (1) earned a passing grade (70 or above) in all academic 
classes, and (2) completed the three school weeks of ineligibility. 
Advanced courses and the “No Pass, No Play” Exemption 
Students enrolled in EAGLE, Pre-AP, or AP classes may be exempted in the EAGLE, Pre-AP, 
or AP class from the UIL “No Pass, No Play” eligibility requirements according to district 
guidelines.  Only one exemption per semester may be approved.  In order to receive the 
exemption, the following criteria shall also be met: 

 
1.   The failing grade shall be no lower than 60. 
2.   Students must submit to the principal an exemption request with signatures from 

the student, parent, extra-curricular sponsor, and teacher of the subject that he/she 
failed. 

3.   An action plan must be completed. 
 

Course Descriptions 

The course descriptions are provided to enable students and parents to gain a fuller 
understanding of the courses that are offered at DeSoto High School so that the best possible 
selection of courses may be made for each student. It is essential that a student think seriously 
about a particular subject before scheduling and be aware that some of our courses have 
special requirements or expenses. A student will not be allowed to change subjects after the 
scheduling process has been completed. Additional information about these courses is 
available from the instructor. The courses offered each year are based upon student demands, as 
determined by pre-registration selections and available facilities. It is possible that a course listed 
may not be offered if there are not enough students desiring to take the course.  
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Schedule Changes 
 

One of the most important decisions facing our students is selecting courses within the high 
school curriculum to provide a foundation for college and career readiness after graduation. 
Careful planning and discussions with parents or guardians are an important part of the 
scheduling process, and we encourage families to login at home to review four-year planning 
choices. We hope you make course selections for the next school year carefully. Students who 
register for a course are committed to that course. Class creation and teacher assignments are 
based on student course requests, therefore we can only honor schedule change requests that 
meet certain criteria. Importantly, course changes will be made only if educational need is 
demonstrated and space is available in the subsequent course.  
 
Specifically, schedule corrections will be considered the first two days of school for the 
following reasons only: 

 The student is a senior and does not have a course required for graduation 

 The student does not have the prerequisites for a course 

 Course credit was previously received (i.e. through summer school, TXVSN, CBE) 

 A data-entry error made by the school (i.e. two first period classes, or a schedule that 
does not have the full number of classes) 

 Student has previously failed this course with the same teacher 
 
For a semester or a year-long course, a student may not withdraw after the fourth week of the 
course. However, to meet individual student needs, the principal may use his or her discretion to 
approve a course change. 
A student who withdraws from a course will have the grade in that course applied to the new 
course. It is highly recommended that the replacement course be in the same discipline. A 
student who changes courses assumes responsibility for the full content of the new course on the 
final exam.  
 
Students who enroll in a Pre-AP or AP course commit to completing the course. Due to the 
rigorous nature, students should remain in the chosen course the first four weeks of school in 
order to acclimate to the expectations and provide adequate time for both the teacher and student 
to gauge the appropriateness of the course selection. Schedule changes will not occur until after 
the fourth week and no later than the fifth week of the semester.  
 
To initiate a change out of a Pre-AP or AP class, a conference must occur between the student, 
parent/guardian, teacher, and principal or designee to determine educational need. Should 
educational need not be determined the student will be required to complete the course selected. 
If the course is changed, the student’s grade (without weighting) will transfer to the new class. 
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College Ready Planning Calendar 
 

Grade 8 
 
____ Enroll in appropriate high school credit courses (i.e. Algebra I, Spanish, Health) 
____ Attend College Fair night at the high school 
____ Consult 8th grade counselor for appropriate course selections  
____ Create a high school four-year plan that interests and challenges you 
 
Grade 9-Freshman Year 
 
____ Attend Freshman Orientation 
____ Create (or update) your academic portfolio. Be sure to include information on academic 
 awards, extra-curricular involvement, and volunteer activities. Work toward earning 
 leadership positions within organizations. 
____ Develop good study habits 
____ Read and write as much as you can 
____ Attend DeSoto ISD College Fair 
____ Attend College Fair night 
____ Choose 10th grade courses wisely; ask your counselor questions whenever needed 
____ Register for Advanced Placement (AP) tests as appropriate 
____ Explore volunteer opportunities 
____ Start college search: What kind of schools are you looking for? 
____ Attend at least one college representative visit at your school 
____ Check on any summer assignments you’ll need to complete for the 10th grade Pre-AP/AP 
 classes 
____ Review for the PSAT test. Look at additional PSAT materials, both printed and online at 
 www.collegeboard.com 

____ Take the PSAT; it is good practice for college entrance exams 
____ Review your results from PSAT. The report gives valuable information you can use to 
 improve your score. 
 
Grade 10-Sophomore Year 
 
August-September 
____ Review credits to make sure that you are on track for graduation 
____ Attend the DeSoto ISD College Fair 
 
December-January 
____ Choose 11th grade courses wisely; ask your counselor questions whenever needed 
____ Attend College Fair night with your parents 
____ Attend programs about Advanced Academics 
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February-June 
____ Register for Advanced Placement (AP) tests as appropriate 
____ Maintain strong work ethics in your classes 
____ Plan an exciting summer filled with volunteer opportunities and visit one college campus 
____ Check on any summer assignments you’ll need to complete for 11th grade Pre-AP/AP 
 classes 
____ Explore possible ACT/SAT prep materials and/or courses 
 
Grade 11-Junior Year 
 
August-September 
____ Remember grades are used to determine scholarships and grants for which you may be 
 eligible; work hard and keep those grades up 
____ Review credits to make sure that you are on track for graduation 
____ Continue building your resume; look for more leadership positions 
____ Keep in mind that colleges like a well-rounded student: (a) continue to enroll in 
 challenging classes; (b) work hard in class to maintain a competitive GPA; (c) participate 
 in extra-curricular activities; (d) volunteer in your community 
____ Begin to narrow your college focus to around 5 schools. Plan to apply to 3-5 schools. 
____ Attend campus tours at various colleges and universities.  
____ Attend all programs and seminars including College Fair and Financial Aid events 
____ Review for the PSAT test. Look at additional PSAT materials, both printed and online at 
 www.collegeboard.com 
 
October-December 
____ Take the PSAT. This is great practice for the SAT/ACT. Remember this is the year that 
 you can qualify for National Merit recognition and scholarships based on your score. To 
 learn more go to www.collegeboard.com. 
 
January-February 
____ Review and modify four-year plan  
____ Choose 12th grade courses wisely; ask your counselor questions whenever needed 
____ Review your results from PSAT. The report gives valuable information you can use to 
 increase your SAT score 
____ Register for the SAT test (www.collegeboard.com) and/or ACT test (www.act.org) to 
 take them in the spring. If you qualify for free/reduced lunch, go to the College and 
 Career Center for a fee waiver. Pay attention to DEADLINES! 
____ If you plan to apply to a service academy, write for application packets 
____ Consider visiting a college campus during spring break 
____ Look for summer enrichment programs specifically geared for rising seniors 
____ Register for the Advanced Placement (AP) tests as appropriate 
____ Attend all AP study sessions as appropriate 
____ Start looking at scholarship opportunities more often than before. Use websites as well as 
 campus specific financial aid opportunities 
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____ Review your senior schedule. Is it challenging? Does it give you academic momentum 
 into your freshman year of college? 
 
March-May 
____ Take the SAT and/or ACT 
____ Talk to your counselor/teachers about possible letters of recommendation 
____ Keep reading and writing! Prepare to write your college essay 
____ Register for dual credit summer/fall classes. Meet with the appropriate counselor to 
 complete necessary paperwork 
____ Conquer AP tests 
____ Take SAT subject tests as needed 
 
June-July 
____ Register with the NCAA clearinghouse if you plan on playing sports at a Davison I or II 
 college. You must do this to be eligible for athletic opportunities. Go to 
 www.ncaaclearinghouse.net for more information 
____ Obtain a summer job related to your career interests 
____ Look for more volunteer opportunities 
____ Schedule college visits 
____ Check on any summer assignments you’ll need to complete for 12th grade AP classes 
____ Use the internet to your advantage! Take campus tours online, read student profiles, 
 virtually attend classes through Podcasts 
___ Develop a financial aid plan with your loved ones 
 
Grade 12-Senior Year 
 
August-September 
____ Review credits to make sure that you are on track for graduation 
____ Register for the earliest fall ACT and/or SAT tests. It usually takes 6-8 weeks for scores, 
 so if you have not already taken one of these tests your junior year, you NEED to take the 
 earliest test in the year to have scores available for many college application deadlines in 
 the fall  
____ Submit any summer course grades to the registrar to add to your high school transcript 
____ Update/Complete your resume. You will need it for numerous scholarships and college 
 applications due throughout your senior year 
____ Ask 3-5 teachers, coaches, administrators, counselors, to write you a letter of 
 recommendation. Provide them with the aforementioned resume and a recommendation 
 letter form (if applicable to your college) so they may formulate a solid letter for you. 
 Give plenty of time to complete. Please no requests the day before they are due!  
____ Visit the College and Career Center often for updates on college visits, application 
 assistance, and scholarship information. Use the campus College and Career Center 
 website as it is updated daily with tons of helpful information and links for all students. 
____ Begin college applications. Use www.applytexas.org and www.commonapp.com for a 
 number of colleges. Refer to specific college websites for additional information. If you 
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 qualify for free/reduced lunch, you are often able to get an application fee waiver. See 
 your college and career counselor for more information. 
____ Organize a calendar for your applications, housing, and financial aid deadlines. Make 
 sure your applications ARE NOT LATE, as they will not be considered. Plan ahead and 
 turn in everything before deadlines. 
____ Make tough decisions regarding early action/early decision as they apply 
____ Attend all programs and seminars including DISD College Fair and Financial Aid events 
____ Apply for any scholarships for which you qualify 
____ If your college requires an essay, be sure you have started. Choose a favorite teacher to 
 help you organize and develop 
____ Plan to meet with college representatives when they visit 
____ Keep working hard! Grades matter 
____ Financial aid counts! Be sure to speak to financial aid representatives on the 3-5 
 campuses for which you will apply 
 
October 
____ Apply for early decision or early action now! Prepare applications for back-up colleges. 
 If you are accepted under the early decision option, you are expected to enroll at that 
 college and to WITHDRAW ALL other applications. You must submit financial aid 
 information when requested from that college 
____ Submit at least one college application this month (you should have already completed 
 the 2-year applytexas.org application 
 
November-December 
____ Go online to www.pin.ed.gov to create a Federal Student Aid PIN number. Your parents 
 will also need to register for a PIN number as well. You will need to complete the Free 
 Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) AFTER January 1 of your senior year 
____ Continue processing application and recommendation forms. Make sure to follow all 
 campus counseling office procedures 
____ Keep working hard! Your first semester grades are requested by most colleges for 
 admission consideration 
____ Be aware of deadlines. Most applications are due by January 1 
____ Take appropriate SAT Subject tests that are required 
____ Ask your parents to continue gathering financial information 
 
January-February 
____ Begin working on the FAFSA form (www.fafsa.ed.gov). ALL financial aid offices 
 require that students and their parents complete the FAFSA to be considered for federally 
 funded grants, aid, and work study programs. Some additional scholarships offered 
 through the college may require that you have submitted this as well. REGARDLESS of 
 how much your parents(s) make, everyone should file! You can always turn down any of 
 the financial aid offered, but you will limit your opportunities by not completing this 
 form. 
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____ If you do not have a social security number, you will use the TAFSA form instead to file 
 for financial aid to use in Texas. Go to www.collegeforalltexans.com under Apply-for 
 Financial Aid for the application. 
____ Continue to research scholarships and loans 
____ Complete and return mid-year forms as necessary 
____ Register for Advanced Placement (AP) tests as appropriate 
____ Attend all AP study sessions as appropriate 
____ Attend an FAFSA Saturday event if you need additional assistance filling out the FAFSA 
 form 
 
March-May 
____ Look for acceptance notices; April 1 is a common date for colleges to notify students 
____ Begin making a decision on which college to attend. Confirm acceptance by May 1. Do 
 not wait to deposit housing fees IF you have decided on a college to attend. Housing 
 works on a first come first serve basis, so the earlier you complete the more choices you 
 will have. 
____ Decline college acceptance by May 1 if you have been accepted to multiple schools 
____ Advise colleges who have waitlisted you if you wish to be kept in consideration 
____ Rejection letters are common. See your counselor for discussion of alternative options 
____ Complete all AP tests 
____ Deliver copies of all scholarships and awards offered to you to the College and Career 
 Center. This collection will be used for senior recognition as all offers will be printed in 
 the graduation program 
____ Complete Senior Survey 
 
 
June-August 
____ GRADUATION 
____ Request a final transcript be sent to the college you will attend 
____ Be sure to send AP test scores to school that you will attend 
____ Participate in Summer Orientation at the college you have chosen to attend 
____ Consider CLEP tests to place out of classes (may not be an option at all schools) 
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AGRICULTURE, FOOD AND NATURAL RESOURCES 
 
SEE YOUR SCHOOL COUNSELOR FOR CLARIFICATION REGARDING CREDITS. 
 

 
16100        Advanced Plant and Soil Science
Grade Level: 12 
Prerequisite(s): Minimum of one credit from the courses in the 
Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources cluster. 
Credit: 1 
 

Plant and Soil Science provides a way of 
learning about the natural world. Students 
should know how plant and soil science 
has influenced a vast body of knowledge, 
that there are still applications to be 
discovered, and that plant and soil science 
is the basis of many other fields of science

16000            Equine 
Science                                                                 
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): None 
Credit: 1 
 

This course covers breeds of horses, 
careers, growth and development, 
colors and markings, horse ownership 
and obligations, facilities, saddles, 
grooming, disease and parasites, 
influences of horses on society, feeding 
and watering equipment, bits for 
horses, bridles and halters, bathing and 
blanketing horses, loading and hauling 
horses. 
 

16080           Horticulture 
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): Introduction to Agriculture, Food, and Natural 
Resources and Principles and Elements of Floral Design 
Credit: 2 
 

The students will attain academic skills 
and knowledge, they will acquire technical 
knowledge and skills related to 
horticulture and the career opportunities 
and industry expectations in a variety of 
settings.  This course is designed to 
develop an understanding of common 
horticultural, greenhouse management 
practices as they relate to food and 
ornamental plant production. 
 

16055           Introduction to Agriculture, 
                   Food, and Natural Resources  
Grade Level: 9 
Prerequisites(s): None 
Credit: 1 
                                                   

This course covers FFA history, 
parliamentary procedures, defining 
agriculture, identifying developments in 
agriculture through the 19th century, 
describing plant products, career interests, 
breeds of livestock, leadership skills, 
agriculture society and agriculture 
cultures. 
 

16085           Landscape Design and Turf 
Grass                                                                             
                    Management 
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): Introduction to Agriculture, Food, and Natural 
Resources and Principles and Elements of Floral Design 
Credit: 1 
 

This course is designed to develop an 
understanding of landscape and turf grass 
management techniques and practices.  
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16095          Practicum in Floral Design or                     
                   Horticulture  
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): A minimum of one credit from the courses in the 
Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources program of study. 
Credit: 2 

The practicum course is a paid or unpaid 
capstone experience for students 
participating in a coherent sequence of 
career and technical education courses in 
the Agriculture, Food, and Natural 
Resources cluster. The practicum is 
designed to give students supervised 
practical application of knowledge and 
skills. Practicum experiences can occur in 
a variety of locations appropriate to the 
nature and level of experiences such as 
employment, independent study, 
internships, assistantships, mentorships, or 
laboratories. 
 

16005                 Animal Science   
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): None 
Credit: 1 
                                                              
 

This course covers breeds of 
livestock, nutrition, 
parasites and disease, animal welfare 
and rights, livestock facilities, animal 
behavior, livestock transportation, 
methods of animal ID, safe handling 
and restraining of animals and 
common surgical skills. 
 

16010              Advanced Animal Science  
Grade Level: 12 
Prerequisites(s): A minimum of one credit from the courses in the 
Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources cluster. To receive credit 
in science, students must meet the 40% laboratory and fieldwork 
requirement. 
Credit: 1  
      

This course examines the advanced 
interrelatedness of human, scientific, 
and technological dimensions of 
livestock production.  The instruction 
is designed to allow for the application 
of scientific and technological aspects 
of animal science through field and 
laboratory experiences. 
 

16090             Principles and Elements of 
Floral                          
                     Design 
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): None 
Credit: 1 
 

This course covers the history of floral 
design, color harmony in floral and 
interior landscape design, constructing 
bows, bud vases, job opportunities, 
types of flower shops, constructing 
homecoming mums, identifying 
flowers and foliage, watering and 
fertilizing interior plants, managing 
pests and diseases, safety in floral 
design, wiring flowers and foliage, 
preparing two- dimensional pressed 
flowers, material selection and design 
mechanics for arranging fresh cut 
flowers and dried and everlasting 
flowers, corsages and flower 
arrangements. 
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16015            Small Animal Management   
Grade Level: 10-11 
Prerequisites(s): Introduction to Agriculture, Food, and Natural 
Resources 
Credit: 1 
                                        
 

Students will acquire knowledge and 
skills related to animal systems, and 
develop knowledge and skills regarding 
career opportunities, entry 
requirements, and industry 
expectations.  The students will have an 
opportunity to learn, reinforce, apply, 
and transfer knowledge and skills in a 
variety of settings for small animals, 
small mammals, amphibians, reptiles, 
avian, dogs, and cats. 
 

16020           Veterinary Medical Applications
Grade Level: 12 
Prerequisites(s): Livestock Production or Small Animal 
Management or Equine Science 
Credit: 1 
                                  
 

Students will acquire knowledge and 
skills related to animal science, and 
develop knowledge and skills regarding 
career opportunities, entry requirements, 
and industry expectations.  The students 
will have an opportunity to learn, 
reinforce, apply, and transfer knowledge 
and skills in a variety of settings for 
veterinary practices as they relate to both 
large and small animal species. 
 

16120    Introduction to Woodworking       
                       and Welding     
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): None 
Credit: 1 
           

This course is designed to develop an 
understanding of agricultural mechanics 
as it relates to safety and skills in tool 
operation, plumbing, carpentry and metal 
working techniques.  The student will use 
woodworking tools, are welders and the 
oxyacetylene torch in the shop. 
 

16060            Practicum in Agriculture, Food, 
                     and Natural Resources        
Grade Level: 12 
Prerequisites(s): A minimum of one credit from the courses in the 
Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources cluster 
Credit: 2 
                                                

The practicum is designed to give students 
supervised practical application of 
knowledge and skills in Veterinary 
Medical Applications or Woodworking 
and Welding. Practicum experiences can 
occur in a variety of locations appropriate 
to the nature and level of experiences such 
as employment, independent study, 
internships, assistantships, mentorships, or 
laboratories. 
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ARTS, AUDIO/VIDEO TECHNOLOGY COMMUNICATIONS
 

 
SEE YOUR SCHOOL COUNSELOR FOR CLARIFICATION REGARDING CREDITS. 
 

 
16150                Principals of Arts, 

Audio/Video   
                          Technology and 

Communications  
Grade Level: 9 
Prerequisites(s): None 
Credit: ½  
                                                         

The students will focus on creative aptitude, a strong 
background in computer and technology applications, a 
strong academic foundation and a proficiency in oral and 
written communications. They will develop an 
understanding of the various and multifaceted career 
opportunities in this cluster. 
 

16155               Audio/Video Production 
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): Principles of Arts, 
Audio/Video Technology and 
Communications 
Credit: 1 
                                               

Careers in audio and video technology and film production 
span all aspects of the audio/video communications 
industry.  With this context, in addition to developing 
technical knowledge and skills for success in the Arts, 
Audio/Video Technology, and Communications career 
cluster, students will be expected to develop an understanding 
of the industry with a focus on pre- production, production, 
and post-production audio and video activities. 
 

16200                Fashion Design    
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): Principles of Arts, 
Audio/Video Technology and 
Communications 
Credit: 1 
                                                          

Careers in fashion span all aspects of the textile and apparel 
industries.  Within this context, in addition to developing 
technical knowledge and skills needed for success in the 
Arts, Audio/Video Technology, and Communications 
career cluster, students will be expected to develop an 
understanding of fashion and the textile and apparel 
industries. 
 

16205                Advanced Fashion 
Design  
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): Fashion Design 
Credit: 1 
                                             

Careers in fashion span all aspects of the textile and apparel 
industries.  Within this context, in addition to developing 
advanced knowledge and skills needed for success in the 
Arts, Audio/Video Technology, and Communications 
career cluster, students will be expected to develop an 
understanding of fashion, with an emphasis on design and 
production. 
 

16210                 Practicum in Fashion 
Design    
Grade Level: 12 
Prerequisites(s): Introduction to Fashion 
Marketing 
Credit: 3 
                               

Careers in fashion span all aspects of the textile and apparel 
industries.  Within this context, in addition to developing 
advanced knowledge and skills needed for success in the Arts, 
Audio/Video Technology, and Communications career cluster, 
students will be expected to develop an advanced understanding 
of fashion, with emphasis on design and production. 
 

16160                Introduction to Television
                        Communications 
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): None 
Credit: ½ for 9th; 1 for 10th-12th   
                

Professional Communications blends written, oral, and graphic 
communication for the student that is interested in becoming a 
professional broadcaster.   The student will be expected to 
develop and expand the ability to write, read, edit, speak, listen, 
apply software applications, manipulate computer graphics, and 
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conduct Internet research for the professional broadcasting 
industry.

16170                Television and Radio 
                         Broadcasting II       
Grade Level: 12 
Prerequisites(s): Television and Radio 
Broadcasting I 
Credit: 2 
                  
 

This course will cover all areas of the Radio Broadcasting 
industry. Students will learn the theory and history of radio 
production as well the production processes involved in 
commercial production, scripting, news writing and reporting, 
audio editing, remote production, and radio programming. 
Each student will have an opportunity to produce, write, 
program and air an actual show. This class is project based 
and involves more skill development the implementation 
software and team building. 
 

 
16165                Television and Radio 
                         Broadcasting I   
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): Principles of Arts, 
Audio/Video Technology and 
Communications; Audio/Video Productions; 
Introduction to Television Communications  
Credit: 2 
                          

This course will cover all areas of the Radio Broadcasting 
industry. Students will learn the theory and history of radio 
production as well the production processes involved in 
commercial production, scripting, news writing and 
reporting, audio editing, remote production, and radio 
programming. Each student will have an opportunity to 
produce, write, program and air an actual show in the radio 
broadcast studio. 
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BUSINESS MANAGEMENT AND ADMINISTRATION 
 
SEE YOUR SCHOOL COUNSELOR FOR CLARIFICATION REGARDING CREDITS. 
 

 
16250                Introduction to Touch System 
                         Data Entry  
Grade Level: 9 
Prerequisites(s): None 
Credit: ½ 
                  

Students apply technical skills to address business 
applications of emerging technologies. Students 
enhance reading, writing, computing, communication, 
and reasoning skills and apply them to the business 
environment.  Students will apply touch system data 
entry for production of business documents. 
 

16255                Principles of Business,          
                        Marketing, and Finance           
Grade Level: 10-11 
Prerequisites(s): None 
Credit: ½  (11th grade students only may select to 
take this course as Dual Credit) 
    

Students will gain knowledge and skill in economics 
and private enterprise systems, the impact of global 
business, marketing of goods and services, 
advertising, and produce pricing.  Students analyze 
the sales process and financial management 
principles.  This course allows students to reinforce, 
apply, and transfer academic knowledge and skills to 
a variety of interesting and relevant activities, 
problems and settings in business, marketing, and 
finance. 
 

16260                Business Information  
                        Management I          
Grade Level: 9-10 
Prerequisites(s): Introduction to Touch System Data 
Entry 
Credit: 1 
              

Students implement personal interpersonal skills to 
strengthen individual performance in the workplace 
and in society and make a successful transition to 
the workforce and postsecondary 
education.  Students apply technical skills to 
address business applications of emerging 
technologies, create word-processing documents, 
develop a spreadsheet, formulate a database, and 
make an electronic presentation using appropriate 
software. 
 

16265                Business Information 
                         Management II                          
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): Business Information Management I 
Credit: 1 

Students implement personal interpersonal skills to 
strengthen individual performance in the workplace 
and in society and make a successful transition to 
the workforce and postsecondary 
education.  Students apply technical skills to 
address business applications of emerging 
technologies, create complex word-processing 
documents, develop sophisticated spreadsheets 
using charts and graphs, and make an electronic 
presentation using appropriate multimedia 
software. 
 

16270                Business Law   
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): None 
Credit: 1 
                                                          
 

Students analyze the social responsibility of business 
and industry regarding the significant issues relating 
to the legal environment, business ethics, torts, 
contracts, negotiable financial instruments, personal 
property, sales, warranties, and business 
organizations, concept of agency and employment, 
and real property.  Students apply technical skills to 
address business applications of contemporary legal 
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issues.  Students incorporate a broad base of 
knowledge that includes the legal, managerial, 
marketing, financial, ethical, and international 
dimensions of business to make appropriate business 
decisions. 
Student may be able to receive dual college credit 
from Cedar Valley College.

16275                Business Management    
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): None 
Credit: 1 
                                                
 

Students analyze the primary functions of 
management and leadership, which are planning, 
organizing, staffing, directing or leading, and 
controlling. Topics will incorporate social 
responsibility of business and industry. Students 
develop a foundation in the economic, financial, 
technological, international, social, and ethical 
aspects of business to become competent 
managers, employees, and entrepreneurs. Students 
incorporate a broad base of knowledge that 
includes the legal, managerial, marketing, 
financial, ethical, and international dimensions of 
business to make appropriate management 
decisions. 
Student may be able to receive dual college 
credit from Cedar Valley College. 

16280                Human Resource 
Management   

Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): None 
Credit: 1 
                   

Students recognize, evaluate, and prepare for a rapidly 
evolving global business environment that requires 
flexibility and adaptability. Students analyze the 
primary functions of human resources management, 
which include recruitment, selection, training, 
development, and compensation. Topics will 
incorporate social responsibility of business and 
industry. Students develop a foundation in the 
economic, financial, technological, international, 
social, and ethical aspects of human resources in order 
to become competent managers, employees, and 
entrepreneurs. Students incorporate a broad base of 
knowledge that includes the legal, managerial, 
financial, ethical, and international dimensions of 
business to make appropriate human resources 
decisions. 
Student may be able to receive dual college credit 
from Cedar Valley College. 
 

 
16285                 Business English  
Grade Level: 12 
Prerequisites(s): English III and Introduction to 
Touch System Data Entry 
Credit: 1 
                                                           

 
Students apply technical skills to address business 
applications of emerging technologies. Students 
enhance reading, writing, computing, communication, 
and reasoning skills and apply them to the business 
environment. Students are expected to plan, draft, and 
complete written compositions on a regular basis. 
Students edit their papers for clarity, engaging 
language, and the correct use of the conventions and 
mechanics of written English and produce final, error-
free drafts for business reproduction. 
Student may be able to receive dual college credit 
from Cedar Valley College
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16295                Practicum in Business 
                         Management  
Grade Level: 12 
Prerequisites(s): Introduction to Touch System Data 
Entry and Business Management 
Credit: 2 
                           

The practicum is designed to give students supervised 
practical application of previously studied knowledge 
and skills. Practicum experiences occur in a paid or 
unpaid arrangement and a variety of locations 
appropriate to the nature and level of experience. 
Students implement personal and interpersonal skills to 
strengthen individual performance in the workplace 
and in society and to make a successful transition to the 
workforce or postsecondary education. Students apply 
technical skills to address business applications of 
emerging technologies. Students develop a foundation 
in the economic, financial, technological, international, 
social, and ethical aspects of business to become 
competent consumers, employees, and entrepreneurs. 
Students enhance reading, writing, computing, 
communication, and reasoning skills and apply them to 
the business environment. Students incorporate a broad 
base of knowledge that includes the legal, managerial, 
marketing, financial, ethical, and international 
dimensions of business to make appropriate business 
decisions. 
 

 
 
DIVERSIFIED CAREER PREPARATION 
 
 
SEE YOUR SCHOOL COUNSELOR FOR CLARIFICATION REGARDING CREDITS. 
 

 
16335                Diversified Career Preparation  
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): Student must be 16 years or older 
Credit: 3 
                                   

Diversified Career Preparation is a cooperative 
vocational education program which provides 
instruction and training for students preparing for 
careers in a wide variety of occupations.  A weekly 
minimum of 15 hours of part-time employment at a 
cooperating local business (training station) helps 
students practice what they have learned in the 
classroom.  Course modules include Self-
Assessment, Exploring Careers, Professional 
Development, and Life Skills.  PE credit may be 
waived. 
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EDUCATION AND TRAINING 
 

 
16350                Principles of Education and 
                         Training            
Grade Level: 9 
Prerequisites(s): None 
Credit: ½ 
                

The students will be introduced to various careers 
available within the education and training career 
pathway.  Students use self- knowledge and 
educational and career information to analyze 
various careers within the education and training 
career pathway.  Students will also gain an 
understanding of the basic knowledge and skills 
essential to careers within the education and 
training career pathway. Students will develop a 
graduation plan that leads to a specific career 
choice in the student’s interest area. 

16355                Ready Set Teach I   
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): Principles of Education and Training 
and Human Growth and Development 
Credit: 2 
                                                  

This course is a field-based internship that provides 
students with background knowledge of child and 
adolescent development as well as principles of 
effective teaching and training practices.  Students 
work under the joint direction and supervision of both 
a teacher with knowledge of early childhood 
education and exemplary educators or trainers in 
direct instructional roles with elementary, middle 
school, and high school aged students.  Students learn 
to plan and direct individualized instruction and group 
activities, prepare instructional materials, develop 
materials for educational environments, assist with 
record keeping, and complete other responsibilities of 
teachers, trainers, paraprofessionals, or other 
educational personnel. 
 

16360                Instructional Career 
Preparation               
                         in Ready Set Teach II 
Grade Level: 12 
Prerequisites(s): Principles of Education and Training, 
Human Growth and Development, and Ready Set 
Teach I 
Credit: 2 
 

This course is a field-based internship that provides 
students with background knowledge of child and 
adolescent development as well as principles of 
effective teaching and training practices.  Students 
work under the joint direction and supervision of both 
a teacher with knowledge of early childhood 
education and exemplary educators or trainers in 
direct instructional roles with elementary, middle 
school, and high school aged students.  Students learn 
to plan and direct individualized instruction and group 
activities, prepare instructional materials, develop 
materials for educational environments, assist with 
record keeping, and complete other responsibilities of 
teachers, trainers, paraprofessionals, or other 
educational personnel. 
 

16380                Human Growth and               
                         Development         
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): Principles of Education and Training 
Credit: 1 
                       

Human Growth and Development is an 
examination of human development across the 
lifespan with emphasis upon research, theoretical 
perspectives, and common physical, cognitive, 
emotional, and social developmental milestones. 
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FINANCE 
 
SEE YOUR SCHOOL COUNSELOR FOR CLARIFICATION REGARDING CREDITS. 

 
16400                Accounting I 
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): Principles of Business, 
Marketing and Finance 
Credit: 1 
 

Students investigate the field of accounting, including how it is 
impacted by industry standards as well as economic, financial, 
technological, international, social, legal, and ethical factors. 
Students reflect on this knowledge as they engage in the process 
of recording, classifying, summarizing, analyzing, and 
communicating accounting information.  Students formulate 
and interpret financial information for use in management 
decision making. 
Student may be able to receive dual college credit from Cedar 
Valley College.

16415                Money Matters    
Grade Level: 9-10 
Prerequisites(s): Principles of Business, 
Marketing and Finance 
Credit: ½  
                                                           
 

Students will investigate global economics with emphasis on the 
free enterprise system and its impact on consumers and 
businesses.  Students apply critical-thinking skills to analyze 
financial options based on current and projected economic 
factors.  Students will gain knowledge and skills necessary to set 
long-term financial goals based on those options.  Students will 
determine methods of achieving long-term financial goals 
through investment; tax planning, asset allocation risk 
management, retirement planning, and estate planning. 
 

16420                Securities and 
Investments  
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): Principles of Business, 
Marketing and Finance 
Credit: ½  
                                            

Students will describe and abide by laws and regulations in order 
to manage business operations and transactions in the securities 
industry; access, process, maintain, evaluate, and disseminate 
information to assist in making decisions common to the 
securities industry; and monitor, plan, and control day to day 
securities organization activities to ensure continued business 
functions. Students will use career planning concepts, tools, and 
strategies to explore, obtain, and develop a career in the securities 
industry.  Students will determine client needs and wants and 
respond through planned, personalized communication to 
influence purchase decisions and enhance future securities sales. 
 

16425                Insurance Operations
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): Principles of Business, 
Marketing and Finance 
Credit: ½  
                                                    

Students will describe and abide by laws and regulations in order 
to manage business operations and transactions in the insurance 
industry; access, process, maintain, evaluate, and disseminate 
information to assist in making decisions common to the 
insurance industry; and monitor, plan, and control day to day 
insurance organization activities to ensure continued business 
functioning. Students will use career planning concepts, tools, and 
strategies to gather, access, and evaluate the risk posed by 
potential insurance clients.  Students will determine client needs 
and wants and respond through planned, personalized 
communication to influence purchase decisions and enhance 
future insurance business opportunities. 
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HEALTH SCIENCE 
 
 
Due to the limited number of seats in the Health Science internship, students will have to apply at 
the end of the 8th grade and be approved by the instructors for this program. GPA requirements 
will be considered in science and the student's overall GPA ranging from 2.8 - 3.5.  (See your 
counselor for more details.) 

 
SEE YOUR SCHOOL COUNSELOR FOR CLARIFICATION REGARDING CREDITS. 

 
16450                Principles of Health Science 
                         Technology I     
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): None 
Credit: 1   
              

This course gives an overview of the 
therapeutic, diagnostic, health informatics, 
support services and biotechnology 
research and development systems of the 
healthcare industry. 
** Due to limited number of seats in the 
Health Science II, students will be 
approved by instructor for this course. 
(See your counselor for more details.)

16455       Health Science II  
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): Principles of Health Science Technology I 
Credit: 2  
 

This course is designed to provide for the 
development of advanced knowledge and skills 
related to a wide variety of health 
careers.  Students will have hands-on 
experiences for continued knowledge and skill 
development.  The course will be taught by 
different methodologies such as clinical rotation 
and career preparation learning. 
 

16456          Health Science II- Sports
                          Medicine I Training         
Grade Level:  11-12 
Prerequisites(s): Principles of Health Science Technology I 
and Anatomy and Physiology 
Credit: 2  

This course is designed to help students develop a 
general awareness of health careers and specific 
preparation for physical therapy and sports 
medicine occupations. Classroom instruction 
covers such topics as: medical terminology; 
human anatomy; emergency procedures; soft 
tissue and bone injuries; causes, symptoms and 
management of injuries; nutrition; physical 
fitness; and career opportunities. In addition to 
this ongoing classroom instruction, students will 
rotate through on-the-job training experiences 
with local physical therapists, chiropractors, 
athletic trainers, physical education instructors 
and recreational facility managers. Throughout 
this course, the students’ core academic skills and 
ability to deal with people will be stressed. 
 

16457        Health Science II-Certified
                         Nurse Aide 
Grade Level: 11 
Prerequisites(s): Principles of Health Science Technology I 
and Medical Terminology 
Credit: 2  
                                    

Students who complete the program will satisfy 
the Texas Department of Aging and Disability 
(TDADS) requirements and be eligible to take the 
state exam while gaining the skills, knowledge 
and practical experiences to be part of the 
healthcare industry. 
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16460                Practicum in Health Science III
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): Health Science II and Biology 
Credit: 2  
 

The Practicum is designed to give students 
practical application of previously studied 
knowledge and skills.  Practicum experiences 
will occur in a variety of locations appropriate to 
the nature and level of experience.  The students 
will also receive knowledge and skills for 
certification or licensure in an allied health care.

16461               Health Science III-Sports
                       Medicine III      
Grade Level: 12 
Prerequisites(s): Health Science Technology II and Sports 
Medicine I Training 
Credit: 2 
 

Students are provided instruction in sports 
medicine terminology, physical fitness, anatomy 
and physiology, kinesiology, injury evaluation 
and prevention procedures, and careers in sports 
medicine. 
 

16462             Health Science III-Pharmacy
                     Technician     
Grade Level: 12 
Prerequisites(s): Health Science II –Certified Nurse Aide 
Credit: 2 
          

This course is designed for students to become 
Pharmacy Technicians and trained healthcare 
professionals who work in both hospitals 
and retail pharmacies under the supervision of a 
pharmacist.  Pharmacy Technicians students will 
learn to prepare and fill prescriptions under the 
direction of a pharmacist, issue medications, and 
label and store supplies. 
 

16465                Anatomy and Physiology 
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): Three credits of science. To receive credit 
in science, students must meet the 40% laboratory and 
fieldwork requirement identified in §74.3(b)(2)(C)  of this 
title (relating to Description of a Required Secondary 
Curriculum). Sophomores can take this course without the 
above recommended prerequisite(s) but they will not receive 
the science credit. 
Credit: 1 (or 1 Science credit recommended)  
                                               

Students will conduct laboratory and field 
investigations, use scientific methods during 
investigations, and make informed decisions 
using critical thinking and scientific problem 
solving.  Students in Anatomy and 
Physiology study a variety of topics, 
including the structure and function of the 
human body and the interaction of body 
systems for maintaining homeostasis. 
 

16470                Pathophysiology 
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): Biology, Chemistry, Anatomy and 
Physiology  
 
Credit: ½   
 

This course gives student disease processes and 
how humans are affected.  Emphasis is placed on 
prevention and treatment of diseases.  Students 
will differentiate between normal and abnormal 
physiology. 
 

16480          Medical Terminology 
Grade Level: 9 
Prerequisites(s): None 
Credit: ½   
                                          
 

This course is designed to introduce students to 
the structure of medical terms, including prefixes, 
suffixes, word roots, combining forms, and 
singular and plural forms, plus medical 
abbreviations and acronyms. The course allows 
students to achieve comprehension of medical 
vocabulary appropriate to medical procedures, 
human anatomy and physiology, and 
pathophysiology. 
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HOSPITALITY AND TOURISM 
 
SEE YOUR SCHOOL COUNSELOR FOR CLARIFICATION REGARDING CREDITS. 

 
16500                Introduction to Hospitality
                         and Tourism    
Grade Level: 9 
Prerequisites(s): None 
Credit: 1   
 

The hospitality and tourism industry encompasses 
lodging; travel and tourism; recreation, amusements, 
attractions, and resorts; and restaurants and food 
beverage service.  The hospitality and tourism industry 
maintains the largest national employment base in the 
private sector. Students use knowledge and skills that 
meet industry standards to function effectively in various 
positions within this multifaceted industry.  Students are 
encouraged to participate in extended learning 
experiences such as career and technical student 
organizations and other leadership or extracurricular 
organizations. 
 

16505                Restaurant Management   
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): Introduction to Hospitality and 
Tourism  
Credit: ½                                               
 

This course will emphasize the principles of 
planning, organizing, staffing, directing, and 
controlling the management of a variety of food 
service operations.  The course will provide insight 
into the operation of a well-run restaurant. 
 

16510               Culinary 
Arts                                                          
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): Introduction to Hospitality and 
Tourism or Restaurant Management or Lifetime 
Nutrition and Wellness 
Credit: 2     
 

Culinary Arts begins with the fundamentals and principles 
of the art of cooking and the science of baking in a 
laboratory-based setting and includes management and 
production skills and techniques.  Students can pursue a 
national sanitation certification, a Texas culinary specialist 
certification, or any other appropriate industry certification.

16515                Practicum in Culinary Arts   
Grade Level: 12 
Prerequisites(s): Culinary Arts 
Credit: 2     
                                         

This course practicum provides a CO-OP occupational 
specific opportunity for students to participate in a 
learning experience that combines classroom instruction 
with actual business and industry career 
experiences.  This practicum will integrate academic and 
career and technical education. 
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HUMAN SERVICES 
 
SEE YOUR SCHOOL COUNSELOR FOR CLARIFICATION REGARDING CREDITS. 
 

 
16550                Introduction to Cosmetology   
Grade Level: 9-10 
Prerequisites(s): None 
Credit: 1     
 

Cosmetology is a 500 clock hour education course, 
which provides systematic instruction, training 
demonstration in all areas of the industry.  Freshman 
students will be required to clock 150 state hours in 
order to advance to Cosmetology I.  Students explore 
areas such as bacteriology, sterilization and sanitation, 
hair styling, manicuring, shampooing and the 
principles of hair cutting, hair styling, hair coloring, 
skin care, and facial makeup.  The student researches 
careers in the personal care services industry.  To 
prepare for success, students must have skills relative 
to this industry, as well as academic knowledge and 
skills.  Students may begin to earn clock hours toward 
state licensing requirements. 
 

16555                Cosmetology I   
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): Introduction to Cosmetology 
Credit: 3     
 
Summer school in core subject areas for acceleration 
is strongly recommended for cosmetology students in 
order for them to be on track and ahead with course 
requirements due to required triple blocked 
scheduling of Cosmetology I and II.  
                                                   

Cosmetology I is a 500 clock hour educational course, 
which provides systematic instruction, training 
demonstrations in all areas of the industry.  Students 
coordinate integration of academic, career, and 
technical knowledge and skills in this laboratory 
instructional sequence course designed to provide job-
specific training for employment in cosmetology 
careers.  Instruction includes sterilization and sanitation 
procedures, hair care, nail care and skin care and meet 
the Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation 
requirements for licensure upon passing the state 
examination.  Analysis of Career opportunities, 
requirements, expectations, and development of 
workplace skills are included.   The students will be 
required to pay a $615 fee within the first week of 
school which will purchase the necessary supplies 
and tools for the course. 
 

16560                Cosmetology II     
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): Cosmetology I 
Credit: 3                                                                 

Cosmetology II is a 500 clock hour educational 
course which requires Cosmetology I as a 
prerequisite. Students review academic knowledge 
and skills related to cosmetology.  This course is 
designed to provide advanced training for 
employment in cosmetology careers. Instruction 
includes advanced training in sterilization and 
sanitation processes, hair care, nail care, and skin 
care and meets the Texas Department of Licensing 
and Regulation requirements for licensure upon 
passing the state examination.  Students apply, 
combine, and justify knowledge and skills to a 
variety of settings and problems.  Students will be 
required to replenish any missing items from 
their kits.
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16565               Introduction to Human 
Services   
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): None 
Credit: ½      
                         

Students will be able to investigate careers in the 
human services career cluster, including counseling 
and mental health, early childhood development, 
family and community, and personal care 
services.  Each student is expected to complete the 
knowledge and skills essential for success in high-
skill, high-wage, or high-demand human services 
careers. 
 

16570                Lifetime Nutrition and 
Wellness    
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): Introduction to Human Services or 
Principles of Education and Training 
Credit: ½                                   

This is a laboratory course that allows the students 
to use principles of lifetime wellness and nutrition to 
help them make informed choices that promote 
wellness as well as pursue careers related to 
hospitality and tourism, education and training, 
human services, and health sciences. 
 

16575                Counseling and Mental 
Health    
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): Introduction to Human Services 
Credit: ½      
                                   

Students model the knowledge and skills necessary to 
pursue a counseling and mental health career through 
simulated environments.  Students are expected to 
apply knowledge of ethical and legal responsibilities, 
limitations, and the implications of their 
actions.  Professional integrity in counseling and 
mental health care is dependent on acceptance of 
ethical and legal responsibilities. 
 

16580                Interpersonal Studies 
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): Introduction to Human Services 
Credit: ½      
                                                     

This course examines how the relationships 
between individuals and among family members 
significantly affect the quality of life.  Students use 
knowledge and skills in family studies and human 
development to enhance personal development, 
foster quality relationships, promote wellness of 
family members, manage multiple adult roles, and 
pursue careers related to counseling and mental 
health services. 
 

16585                Child Development  
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): Introduction to Human Services 
Credit: ½                                                               

This technical laboratory course addresses knowledge 
and skills related to child growth and development 
from prenatal through school-age children, equipping 
students with child development skills.  Students use 
these skills to promote the well-being and healthy 
development of children and investigate careers related 
to the care and education of children.  Students get an 
opportunity to experience real child care through 
baby simulations. 
 
 

16590               Child Guidance  
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): Introduction to Human Services and 
Child Development 
Credit: 1      
                                                                    

This technical laboratory course addresses the 
knowledge and skills related to child growth and 
guidance equipping students to develop positive 
relationships with children and effective caregiver 
skills.  Students use these skills to promote the well-
being and healthy development of children, strengthen 
a culturally diverse society, and pursue careers related 
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to the care, guidance, and education of children, 
including those with special needs. 
 

16595                Dollars and Sense   
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): Introduction to Human Services  
Credit: ½      
                                                        

Dollars and Sense focuses on consumer practices and 
responsibilities, the money management process, 
decision-making skills, impact of technology, and 
preparation for human services careers.  Students are 
encouraged to participate in career and technical 
student organizations and other leadership 
organizations. 
 

16463          Practicum in Human Services 
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): Two or more courses in the Human 
Services program 
Credit: 2      
                                 

Practicum in Human Services provides occupationally 
specific training and focuses on the development of 
consumer services, early childhood development and 
services, counseling and mental health services, and 
family and community services careers. 
 

16568          Family and Community Services 
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): Introduction to Human Services 
Credit: ½       
                           

This laboratory-based course is designed to involve 
students in realistic and meaningful community-based 
activities through direct service experiences.  Students 
are provided opportunities to interact and provide 
services to individuals, families, and the community 
through community or volunteer services.  Emphasis is 
placed on developing and enhancing organizational and 
leadership skills and characteristics.   
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INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
 
SEE YOUR SCHOOL COUNSELOR FOR CLARIFICATION REGARDING CREDITS. 

 
16640                Principles of Information 
                         Technology  
Grade Level: 9 
Prerequisites(s): None 
Credit: 1/2                               

Students develop computer literacy skills to adapt to 
emerging technologies used in the global marketplace. 
Students implement personal and interpersonal skills to 
prepare for a rapidly evolving workplace 
environment.  Students enhance reading, writing, 
computing, communication, and reasoning skills and 
apply them to the information technology environment. 
 

16645                .Net Engineering I    
Grade Level: 11 
Prerequisites(s): Principles of Information 
Technology 
Credit: 1                                                             

This course is an introductory level course where 
students will learn the basics of object oriented 
programming to build software and engineer real world 
solutions to problems.  Also included in the course; basic 
computer maintenance, networking and security, for 
example protection from computer hackers. 
 

16650                .Net Engineering II  
Grade Level: 12 
Prerequisites(s): .Net Engineering I 
Credit: 1     
                                                         

Second year students will program more advanced object 
oriented concepts.  Students will focus more on 
development using the Microsoft Windows 
Environment.  This includes applications for the robotics, 
server creation, Xbox 360 game design and programming 
the Windows Cell Phone environment. 

16655                Digital and Interactive Media
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): Principles of Information 
Technology 
Credit: 1/2     
                                     

Through the student of digital and interactive media and its 
application in information technology, students will 
analyze and assess current and emerging technologies, 
while designing and creating multimedia projects that 
address customer needs and resolve a problem.  Students 
implement personal and interpersonal skills to prepare for 
a rapidly evolving workplace environment. The knowledge 
and skills acquired and practiced will enable students to 
successfully perform and interact in a technology driven 
society.  Students enhance reading, writing, computing, 
communication, and critical thinking and apply them to the 
information technology environment. 
 

16660                Website Design   
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): Principles of Information 
Technology 
Credit: 1     
                                                              

A growing number of businesses are looking for people 
with web design experience.  With this course students 
will learn to create web pages with text, pictures and 
hyperlinks to other websites and web pages.  They will 
also learn to upload and manage the website on the web 
server and gain basic knowledge of Hypertext Markup 
Language (HTML5) and Cascade Style Sheet (CSS3). 
 

16663            Computer Science- 
                         Honors AP-CCN    
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): Computer Programming I 
Credit: 1     
                     

AP Computer Science is meant to be the equivalent of a 
first-semester college course in computer science. It 
emphasizes an object-oriented programming methodology, 
algorithm development, and data structures. 
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16665                2D/3D Graphics I       
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): Principles of Arts, Audio/Video 
Technology and Communication 
Credit: 1     
                                                      

Students will learn the elements and principles of graphic 
design that govern effective design and page 
layout.  Students will learn to use creative illustration and 
publishing software to combine test and graphics for 
communicating effective messages in the design of logos, 
graphics, brochures, newsletters, posters, signs, and any 
other type of visual communication.  Student will also be 
introduced to 3D modeling. 
 

16670                Practicum in 2D/3D Graphic
                         Design      
Grade Level: 12 
Prerequisites(s): 2D/3D Graphics I 
Credit: 2     
                       

Advanced students will apply both 2D and 3D illustration 
design principles and techniques to create effective 
designs conveying the desire message to a particular 
audience.  Student will use the most current 
methodologies: including color correction, multiple digital 
formats; white focusing on alignment, balance, 
consistency, contrast, proximity, typography and white 
space for the overall graphic design of a digital visual 
project. 
 

 

16675                Game Design/Animation I    
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): 2D/3D Graphics I or Art I 
Credit: 1     
 

 
 

For students who want to develop your own interactive 
animations, computer games or websites.  Students will 
learn to use 2D animation including an introduction to 
Action Script programming.  While bringing their ideas to 
life by storyboarding, designing, development, 
programming and testing digital models.  This class is 
perfect for students looking for an introduction to the film 
animation, game programming or interactive website 
design. 
 
 
 

16680                Game Design/Animation II 
Grade Level: 12 
Prerequisites(s): Game Design/Animation I 
Credit: 2                                                

Advanced animation students will be involved in creative 
projects using advanced Action Scripting to create more 
interactive games and animations.  They will learn multi 
platform game creation for various portable devices; 
character creation and animated shorts using the 3D 
animation software.  Students will assume various jobs 
within the design teams.  This class is for students who are 
serious about developing high-end animation design skills. 
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16685                Audio/Video Production II    
Grade Level: 12 
Prerequisites(s): Audio/Video Production I 
Credit: 1                                              

Online video companies such as Vimeo and YouTube 
have opened up the digital medium for aspiring future 
filmmakers and video hobbyist.  Today’s multi-media 
technology student uses the Internet as a means of digital 
communication.  A movie is no longer confined to the 
physical limitations of a single DVD; today students can 
see their vision on a large IMAX screen or the friend’s 
smartphone.  The advanced audio/video program will 
focus on the getting the student’s creative visual ideas in 
as many mediums as possible.  Production will include 
green and blue screen technologies, animation and film 
scoring. 
 

16690                Practicum in Audio/Video
                         Production    
Grade Level: 12 
Prerequisites(s): Audio/Video Production II 
Credit: 2     
                       

If you have an eye for capturing a story on film and would 
like to train to work in the dynamic, creative and 
demanding world of digital video, the audio/video 
productions program is for you. Students will be expected 
to develop an understanding of the industry with a focus 
on pre- production, production, and post-production audio 
and video projects. 
 

16661          Computer Maintenance  
Grade Level: 10 
Prerequisites(s): Principles of Information 
Technology 
Credit: 1    
                                           

Students acquire principles of computer maintenance, 
including electrical and electronic theory, computer 
hardware principles, and broad level components related 
to the installation, diagnosis, service, and repair of 
computer systems.  
 
 

16664          Telecommunications and    
                         Networking                      
Grade Level: 11 
Prerequisites(s): Principles of Information 
Technology and Computer Maintenance  
Credit: 1  
                     

Students develop knowledge of the concepts and skills 
related to telecommunications and data networking 
technologies and practices in order to apply them to 
personal or career development. 
 

16662         Computer Technician 
Internship   
Grade Level: 12 
Prerequisites(s): Principles of Information 
Technology and Telecommunications and 
Networking or .Net Engineering II 
Credit: 2     
                          

Students gain knowledge and skills in the area of computer 
technologies, including advanced knowledge of electrical 
and electronic theory, computer principles, and 
components related to the installation, diagnosis, service, 
and repair of computer-based technology systems. 
Students will reinforce, apply, and transfer their 
knowledge and skills to a variety of settings and 
problems.  Students will have an opportunity to shadow 
and apply technology skills.

16816         Business Computer Information 
Systems:    
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): none 
Credit: 1    
                          

Students will study computer terminology, hardware, and 
software related to the business environment. The focus of 
this course is on business productivity software 
applications and professional behavior in computing, 
including word processing (as needed), spreadsheets, 
databases, presentation graphics, and business-oriented 
utilization of the Internet. 
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Student may be able to receive dual college credit 
from Cedar Valley College.

 
LAW, PUBLIC SAFETY, CORRECTIONS, AND SECURITY 
 
SEE YOUR SCHOOL COUNSELOR FOR CLARIFICATION REGARDING CREDITS. 
 

 
16725                Principles of Law, Public Safety,
                         Corrections, and Security 
Grade Level: 9 
Prerequisites(s): None 
Credit: 1    
                                                                           

Principles of Law, Public Safety, Corrections, and 
Security introduce students to professions in law 
enforcement, security, corrections, and fire and 
emergency management services. Students will 
examine the roles and responsibilities of police, 
courts, corrections, private security, and protective 
agencies of fire and emergency services. The 
course provides students with an overview of the 
skills necessary for careers in law enforcement, 
fire service, security, and corrections. 
 

16730                Law Enforcement I   
Grade Level: 10 
Prerequisites(s): Principles of Law, Public Safety, 
Corrections, and 
Security                                                                      
Credit: 1    
                                                       

Law Enforcement I is an overview of the history, 
organization, and functions of local, state, and 
federal law enforcement. This course includes the 
role of constitutional law, the United States legal 
system, criminal law, law enforcement 
terminology, and the classification and elements 
of crime. 
 

16735                Correctional Services
Grade Level: 11 
Prerequisites(s): Principles of Law, Public Safety, 
Corrections, and 
Security                                                                      
Credit: 1                                                          

In Correctional Services, students prepare for 
certification required for employment as a 
correctional officer. The student will learn the role 
and responsibilities of a correctional officer; 
discuss relevant rules, regulations, and laws; and 
discuss defensive tactics, restraint techniques, and 
first aid procedures as used in the correctional 
setting. The student will analyze rehabilitation and 
alternatives to institutionalization. 
 

16740                Security Services 
Grade Level: 11 
Prerequisites(s): Principles of Law, Public Safety, 
Corrections, and 
Security                                                                      
Credit: 1    
 

Security Services provides the knowledge and 
skills necessary to prepare for certification in 
security services. The course provides an 
overview of security elements and types of 
organizations with a focus on security measures 
used to protect lives, property, and proprietary 
information. 
 

16745                Forensic Science  
Prerequisites: Biology and Chemistry.  
Recommended Prerequisites(s): Principles of Law, Public 
Safety, Corrections, and Security and Law Enforcement I.  
To receive credit in science, student must meet the 40% laboratory 
and fieldwork requirement identified in   §74.3(b)(2)(C) of this 
title.                                                                
Credit: 1   
                                                             

Forensic Science is a course that uses a structured 
and scientific approach to the investigation of 
crimes of assault, abuse and neglect, domestic 
violence, accidental death, homicide, and the 
psychology of criminal behavior. Students will 
learn terminology and investigative procedures 
related to crime scene, questioning, interviewing, 
criminal behavior characteristics, truth detection, 
and scientific procedures used to solve crimes. 
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Using scientific methods, students will collect and 
analyze evidence through case studies and 
simulated crime scenes such as fingerprint 
analysis, ballistics, and blood spatter analysis. 
Students will learn the history, legal aspects, and 
career options for forensic science. 
 

16750                Law Enforcement II    
Grade Level: 12 
Prerequisites(s): Law Enforcement I 
Credit: 1   
                                                    

Law Enforcement II provides the knowledge and 
skills necessary to prepare for a career in law 
enforcement. This course includes the ethical and 
legal responsibilities, operation of police and 
emergency telecommunication equipment, and 
courtroom testimony. 
 

16755         Practicum in Law, Public Safety,
                         Corrections, and Security     
Grade Level: 12 
Prerequisites(s): Two or more Law Program courses 
Credit: 2  
  

The practicum course is a paid or unpaid capstone 
experience for students participating in a coherent 
sequence of career and technical education 
courses in the Law, Public Safety, Corrections, 
and Security cluster.  The Practicum is designed 
to give students supervised practical application 
of previously studied knowledge and skills.  
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MARKETING 

 
SEE YOUR SCHOOL COUNSELOR FOR CLARIFICATION REGARDING CREDITS. 

16790                Introduction to  
                         Entrepreneurship      
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): None 
Credit: ½     
                            

Students will gain the knowledge and skills needed to become an 
entrepreneur.  Students will learn the principles necessary to begin 
and operate a business.  The primary focus of the course is to help 
students understand the process of analyzing a business 
opportunity, preparing a business plan, determining feasibility of 
an idea using research, and developing a plan to organize and 
promote the business and its products and services.  In addition, 
students understand the capital required, the return on investment 
desired, and the potential for profit. 
 

16687            Printing and Imaging 
Technology      
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): None 
Credit:1     
                            

This course in Printing & Imaging Technology is intended to give 
to the students an opportunity to develop the necessary skills to 
perform handwork and operate safely and correctly such equipment 
as the offset presses, computers, High speed digital copiers (b/w, 
color) and software such as; Adobe InDesign CS6, Photoshop CS6, 
Illustrator CS6, Microsoft Office Suite and scanning of images, 
and digital input and bindery equipment, use of graphic arts 
chemicals for pressroom usage. Acquire the necessary skills to 
perform duties within the Printing & Imaging trade to meet the 
standards of industry. 
 

16795                Advertising and Sales 
Promotion 
Grade Level: 12 
Prerequisites(s): Principles of Business, 
Marketing, and Finance 
Credit: 1     
                                  

Advertising and Sales Promotion is designed as a comprehensive 
introduction to the principles and practices of advertising. Students 
will gain knowledge of techniques used in current advertising, 
including print, broadcast, and digital media. The course explores 
the social, ethical, and legal issues of advertising, historical 
influences, strategies, and media decision processes as well as 
integrated marketing communications. The course provides an 
overview of how communication tools can be used to reach target 
audiences and increase consumer knowledge. 
 

16800                Retailing and E-Tailing
Grade Level: 11 
Prerequisites(s): Principles of Business, 
Marketing, and Finance 
Credit: 1                                                 

Students will have the opportunity to develop skills that 
involve electronic media techniques necessary for a business to 
compete in a global economy. Students will coordinate online 
and offline marketing. Students will demonstrate critical-
thinking skills using decision-making models, case studies, 
various technologies, and business scenarios. 
 

16805                Fashion Marketing  
Grade Level: 12 
Prerequisites(s): None 
Credit: 1                                                            

Careers in fashion span all aspects of the textile and apparel 
industries.  Within this context, in addition to developing technical 
knowledge and skills needed for success in the Arts, Audio/Video 
Technology, and Communications career cluster, students will be 
expected to develop an understanding of fashion and the textile 
and apparel industries.

 
16810                Sports and 

Entertainment  
                         Marketing 
Grade Level: 12 

 
 
This course will provide students with a thorough understanding of 
the marketing concepts and theories that apply to sports and 
sporting events and entertainment. The areas this course will cover 
include basic marketing, target marketing and segmentation, 
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Prerequisites(s): Principles of Business, 
Marketing, and Finance 
Credit: 1    
 

sponsorship, event marketing, promotions, sponsorship proposals, 
and implementation of sports and entertainment marketing plans. 
This course will also provide students an opportunity to develop 
promotional plans, sponsorship proposals, endorsement contracts, 
sports and entertainment marketing plans, and evaluation and 
management techniques. 
 

16815                Marketing Dynamics    
Grade Level: 12 
Prerequisites(s): None 
Credit: 2     
                                                   

Marketing is a series of dynamic activities that focus on the 
customer to generate a profitable exchange. Students gain 
knowledge and skills that help them to be proficient in one or more 
of the marketing functional areas associated with distribution, 
financing, marketing information management, pricing, product 
planning, promotion, purchasing, risk management, and selling 
skills. Students integrate skills from academic subjects, 
information technology, interpersonal communication, and 
management training to make responsible decisions. This course 
may include paid or unpaid career preparation experience. 
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SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING, AND MATHEMATICS (STEM) 
 
GPA requirements will be considered during the selection process for STEM students.  The students overall 8th grade GPA in 
math and science will be reviewed for consideration.  The overall GPA range will be 2.8 ‐ 3.5.  (See your counselor for more 
details) 

 
SEE YOUR SCHOOL COUNSELOR FOR CLARIFICATION REGARDING CREDITS. 
 

 
16887                Concepts of Engineering and
                         Technology      
Grade Level: 9-10 
Prerequisites(s): None 
Credit: 1                  

Concepts of Engineering and Technology provide an overview of 
the various fields of science, technology, engineering, and 
mathematics and their interrelationships.  Students will use a 
variety of computer hardware and software applications to 
complete assignments and projects. Upon completing this course, 
students will have an understanding of the various fields and will 
be able to make informed decisions regarding a coherent 
sequence of subsequent courses. Further, students will have 
worked on a design team to develop a product or 
system.  Students will use multiple software applications to 
prepare and present course assignments. 
 

16885                Engineering Design and
                         Presentation     
Grade Level: 10-11 
Prerequisites(s): Concepts of Engineering and 
Technology                     
Credit: 1     
                       

Students enrolled in this course will demonstrate knowledge and 
skills of the process of design as it applies to engineering fields 
using multiple software applications and tools necessary to 
produce and present working drawings, solid model renderings, 
and prototypes.  Students will use a variety of computer hardware 
and software applications to complete assignments and 
projects.  Through implementation of the design process, students 
will transfer advanced academic skills to component 
designs.  Additionally, students explore career opportunities in 
engineering, technology, and drafting and what is required to gain 
and maintain employment in these areas. 
 

16890                Advanced Engineering Design 
                         and Presentation   
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): Engineering Design and 
Presentation                            
Credit: 1     
       

This course will provide students the opportunity to master 
computer software applications in a variety of engineering and 
technical fields.  This course further develops the process of 
engineering thought and application of the design process. 
 
 

16892                Engineering Design and 
Problem 
                         Solving     
Grade Level: 12 
Prerequisites(s): Advanced Engineering Design and 
Presentation, Geometry, Algebra II, Chemistry, and 
Physics                           
Credit: 1                 

Engineering design is the creative process of solving problems by 
identifying needs and then devising solutions.  This solution may 
be a product, technique, structure, process, or many other things 
depending on the problem.  Science aims to understand the natural 
world, while engineering seeks to shape this world to meet human 
needs and wants.  Engineering design takes into consideration 
limiting factors or “design under constraint.” Various engineering 
disciplines address a broad spectrum of design problems using 
specific concepts from the sciences and mathematics to derive a 
solution.  The design process and problem solving are inherent to 
all engineering disciplines.  Engineering Design and Problem 
Solving reinforces and integrates skills learned in previous 
mathematics and science courses.  This course emphasizes solving 
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problems, moving from well-defined toward more open ended, 
with real-world applications. Students apply critical-thinking skills 
to justify a solution from multiple design options. Additionally, the 
course promotes interest in and understanding of career 
opportunities in engineering.  This course is intended to stimulate 
students’ ingenuity, intellectual talents, and practical skills in 
devising solutions to engineering design problems.  Students use 
the engineering design process cycle to investigate, design, plan, 
create, and evaluate solutions.  At the same time, this course 
fosters awareness of the social and ethical implications of 
technological development. 
 

16641                Principles of Technology   
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): One unit of high school science and 
Algebra I. 
Credit: 1 (one Physics credit) To receive credit in 
science, students must meet the 40% laboratory and 
fieldwork requirement. 
                                                          

In this course students conduct laboratory and field 
investigations, use scientific methods during investigations, and 
make informed decisions using critical thinking and scientific 
problem solving. Various systems will be described in terms of 
space, time, energy, and matter. Students will study a variety of 
topics that include laws of motion, conservation of energy, 
momentum, electricity, magnetism, thermodynamics, and 
characteristics and behavior of waves. Student will apply physics 
concepts and perform laboratory experimentations for at least 
40% of instructional time using safe practices.  
 

16893               Scientific Research and Design
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): One unit of high school science.  
Credit: 1 science credit. Students must meet the 40% 
laboratory and fieldwork requirement.  

Students shall be awarded one credit in science for successful 
completion of this course.  

16666                Electronics  
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): Concepts of Engineering & 
Technology 
Credit: 1 

We interact with electronics every day. Our houses, cars, tablets, 
and smartphones are examples of high-tech devices we use every 
day. Learn how to design, build and repair the electronic circuits, 
measurements, and electronic implementations that drive these 
devices. 
 

 
16668                Robotics & Automation 
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): Concepts of Engineering & 
Technology 
Credit: 1 

Students will learn how to design, build, and program robots! They 
will participate in several robotic and automation industry projects 
and plan and build every week. Students will also study the history 
and what impact robots are having on our society and its future. 
 

 
16692                Practicum in STEM  
Grade Level: 12 
Prerequisites(s): None 
Credit: 2 
 

The practicum course is a paid or unpaid capstone experience 
for students participating in a coherent sequence of career and 
technical education courses in the science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics career cluster. The practicum is 
designed to give students supervised practical application of 
previously studied knowledge and skills. 
Practicum experiences can occur in a variety of locations 
appropriate to the nature and level of experience. 
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TRANSPORTATION, DISTRIBUTION, AND LOGISTICS 
 

SEE YOUR SCHOOL COUNSELOR FOR CLARIFICATION REGARDING CREDITS. 
 

16850                Energy, Power, and  
                         Transportation System   
                         (Aviation) 
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): None 
Credit: 1     
                                                                         
 

The businesses and industries of the 
Transportation, Distribution, and Logistics cluster 
are rapidly expanding to provide new career 
opportunities.  Students will need to understand 
the interaction between various vehicle systems, 
the logistics used to move goods and services to 
consumers, and the components of transportation 
infrastructure with an emphasis on Aviation. 
Performance requirements will include academic 
and technical skills.  Students prepared to meet the 
expectations of employers in this industry must be 
able to interact and relate to others and understand 
the technologies used in order to provide products 
and services in a timely manner. The increasing 
demand for employees will provide growth 
potential. 
 

16850                Energy, Power, and  
                         Transportation System 
                               (Automotive)   
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): None 
Credit: 1 
 
** Due to limited number of seats in the Automotive 
Technology and the Aviation program, students will 
be approved by instructor for these courses. (See your 
counselor for more details.) 
 

The businesses and industries of the 
Transportation, Distribution, and Logistics cluster 
are rapidly expanding to provide new career 
opportunities.  Students will need to understand 
the interaction between various vehicle systems, 
the logistics used to move goods and services to 
consumers, and the components of transportation 
infrastructure with an emphasis on 
Automotive.  Performance requirements will 
include academic and technical skills.  Students 
prepared to meet the expectations of employers in 
this industry must be able to interact and relate to 
others and understand the technologies used in 
order to provide products and services in a timely 
manner.  The increasing demand for employees 
will provide growth potential. 
 

16860                Automotive Technology 
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): None 
Credit: 2 (11-12 Dual Credit)                                                   

Automotive services include knowledge of the 
function of the major automotive systems and the 
principles of diagnosing and servicing these 
systems.  In Automotive Technology, students 
gain knowledge and skills in the repair 
maintenance and diagnosis of vehicle 
systems.  This study allows students to reinforce, 
apply, and transfer academic knowledge and skills 
to a variety of interesting and relevant activities, 
problems, and settings.  The focus of this course is 
to teach the theory of operation of automotive 
vehicle systems and associated repair practices. 
 

16865                Advanced Automotive Technology
Grade Level: 11-12 

In Advanced Automotive Technology, students 
gain knowledge and skills in the repair, 
maintenance, and diagnosis of vehicle 
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Prerequisites(s): Automotive 
Technology                                
Credit: 2 (Dual Credit)     
 

systems.  This study allows students to reinforce, 
apply, and transfer academic knowledge and skills 
to a variety of interesting and relevant activities, 
problems, and settings.  The focus of this course is 
to teach the theory of operation of automotive 
vehicle systems and associated repair practices. 
 
 
 
 

16867                Practicum in Automotive
                         Technology        
Grade Level: 12 
Prerequisites(s): Automotive Technology and Advanced 
Automotive 
Technology                                                               
Credit: 2     
                   

The practicum is designed to give students 
supervised practical application of knowledge and 
skills.  Practicum experiences can occur in a 
variety of locations appropriate to the nature and 
level of experience such as internships, 
mentorships, independent study, or laboratories. 
 

16870                Aviation Technology I Pilot   
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): Energy, Power, and Transportation System 
(Aviation)                                                                          
(Students must be 16 years of age or turning 16 by April of 
the upcoming school year) 
Credit: 1     
                                                

This course prepares the student for their written 
and practical exam required to obtain their Federal 
Aviation Administration Sport Pilot License.  It is 
the study of fixed wing aircraft, the flight controls, 
aerodynamics, theory of flight, flight meteorology, 
and geography associated with global navigation. 
 

16875                Aviation Technology II Pilot   
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): Aviation Technology 
I                                                     
Credit: 1                                                     

This course prepares the student for their written 
and practical exam required to obtain their Federal 
Aviation Administration Instrument 
Rating/Commercial Certificate. Students will learn 
how to aviate using instruments only, with no 
outside references involving advanced 
meteorology, navigation systems, and operating 
within the air traffic control system.    Students 
will learn and understand the Federal Air 
Regulations for both instrument and commercial 
flying.  They will learn commercial flight 
maneuvers and high altitude flying with both 
pressurized and unpressurized aircraft and the use 
of oxygen. 
 

16875                Aviation Technology 
III                                                  
Grade Level: 12 
Prerequisites(s): Aviation Technology 
II                                                     
Credit: 1   
 

This course prepares the student for their written 
and practical exam required to obtain their Federal 
Aviation Administration Instrument 
Rating.  Students will learn how aviate using 
instruments only with no outside references 
involving advanced meteorology, navigation 
systems, and operating within the air traffic 
control system. 
 

16883                Aircraft Technology   
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): None                                                    

This course is designed to teach the theory of 
operation of aircraft airframes, power plants, and 
avionics systems and associated maintenance and 
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Credit: 1                                                       repair practices.  Aircraft services include 

knowledge of the function, diagnosis, and service 
of the electronic, hydraulic, pneumatic, airframe, 
mechanical, and power plant components of 
aircraft. 
 

  13039200       Principles of Transportation,  
                        Distribution, and Logistics    
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): None                                                     
Credit: 1/2                                                       

Students gain knowledge and skills in the safe 
application, design, production, and assessment of 
products, services, and systems. This knowledge 
includes the history, laws and regulations, and 
common practices used in the logistics of 
warehousing and transportation systems. Students 
should apply knowledge and skills in the 
application, design, and production of technology 
as it relates to the transportation, distribution, and 
logistics industries. This course allows students to 
reinforce, apply, and transfer their academic 
knowledge and skills to a variety of interesting 
and relevant activities, problems, and settings. 
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PRE-LAW 
 

SEE YOUR SCHOOL COUNSELOR FOR CLARIFICATION REGARDING CREDITS. 
 

 
16910           Principles of Government & 
                         Public Administration 
Grade Level: 9-11 
Prerequisites(s): None 
Credit: 1     
                                                                         
 

Introduces students to foundations of governmental 
functions and career opportunities within the United 
States.  Students will examine governmental 
documents such as the United States Constitution and 
the Bill or Rights. 
 

16901           Political Science I 
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): Principles of Government & Public 
Administration 
Credit: 1     
                                                                         
 

This course will familiarize the students with political 
theory through the study of governments, public 
policies, and political processes, systems, and 
behavior. 
 

16902           Political Science II 
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): Principles of Government & Public 
Administration 
Credit: 1     
                                                                     
 

This course uses a variety of methodological 
approaches to examine the process, systems, and 
political dynamics of the United States and other 
nations.  The dynamic component of this course 
includes current United States and world events. 
 

16911          Planning & Governance 
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): Principles of Government & Public 
Administration 
Credit: 1                            
 

Provides the opportunity for students to formulate 
plans and policies to meet social, economic, and 
physical needs of communities. 
 

16912           Public Management &      
                         Administration 
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): Principles of Government & Public 
Administration 
Credit: 1     
                                                                     
 

Students are introduced to management tools that 
maximize the effectiveness of administrators and 
affect the quality of life of citizens in the community. 
 
 

16913          Foreign Service & Diplomacy
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): Principles of Government & Public 
Administration 
Credit: 2     
                                                                         
 

Foreign Service and Diplomacy provides the 
opportunity for students to investigate the knowledge 
and skills necessary for careers in foreign service. The 
course includes law, history, media communication, 
and international relations associated with the 
diplomatic environment. 

16914           National Security 
Grade Level: 10-12 

National Security introduces the students to the 
aspects of disaster management. The course includes 
engaging simulation exercises related to natural 
disasters, man-made disasters, and terroristic events.
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Prerequisites(s): Principles of Government & Public 
Administration and Public Management & 
Administration 
Credit: 2     
                                                                         
 

 

16915           Practicum in Local, State & 
                         Federal Government 
Grade Level: 12 
Prerequisites(s): Principles of Government & Public 
Administration and Public Management & 
Administration 
Credit: 2     
                                                                         
 

Students concurrently learn advanced concepts of 
political science in the classroom setting. In addition, 
students will apply technical skills pertaining to 
government and public administration in a direct 
mentorship by individuals in professional settings such 
as government, public management and 
administration, national security, municipal planning, 
foreign service, revenue, taxation, and regulation. 
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COMMUNICATIONS 

 
 
SEE YOUR SCHOOL COUNSELOR FOR CLARIFICATION REGARDING CREDITS. 
 

 
12170                Professional Communications 
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): 
None                                                     
Credit: ½    
 

Communication Applications is a course designed to 
expose students to the fundamentals of communication 
and the practical application of those fundamentals. 
Emphasis will be on interpersonal; communication, 
group communication, speech preparation and 
presentation. Students will be expected to perform 
speeches, readings, and other performances in front of an 
audience of their peers to receive credit for this course. 
 

12175                Public Speaking I 
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): Communication 
Applications                                                    
Credit: 1    
 

The number one fear of Americans, above death and 
paying taxes, is speaking in public. This course is 
designed to equip students with the tools necessary to 
speak fluently, with a purpose, and in front of a wide 
range of audiences. Students will learn the fundamentals 
of speech organization, thinking on their feet, and 
adapting a prepared speech for an unanticipated 
audience. Speech events covered include Persuasive 
Speaking, Informative Speaking, United States 
Extemporaneous Speaking, Foreign Extemporaneous 
Speaking, Original Oratory, and Student Congress. After 
school practices and participation in at least one 
tournament per semester are required. 
 

15500                Debate I 
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): 
None                                                     
Credit: 1    
 

Debate is a challenging course which asks students to 
expand their skills in logic, reasoning, and fluency in 
speaking. Students will prepare for tournament digital 
interactive media competition in Lincoln-Douglas, 
Cross-Examination, Legislative, and Controversy debate 
formats. Students in Debate I will have daily research 
assignments as well as regular writing assignments as a 
main part of their graded activity. After school 
practices and at least one weekend tournament per 
semester are required. While Debate is a course in 
which everyone involved benefits, those with high levels 

of success in English and Social Studies will find Debate 
an opportunity to expand understanding in those areas. 
 

15520                Debate II 
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): Debate I or Public Speaking 
I                                              
Credit: 1    

Debate II provides students the opportunity to focus on 
tournament preparation and participation. Students in the 
course are expected to compete in each of the four areas 
of speech/debate (acting, interpretation, speaking, and 
debate). Students will also help first-year students 
practice for competition. Debate II students are 
required to participate in at least two tournaments 
per semester in addition to practice requirements. 
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15530                Debate III   
Grade Level: 12 
Prerequisites(s): Debate 
II                                              
Credit: 1    
                                                                       

Debate III is for students in their third year of 
competitive speech/debate. Students in Debate III are 
required to attend each tournament on the 
tournament schedule in addition to practice 
requirements. Participation of all four fields of 
speech/debate is required. 
 

15200                Photojournalism I 
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): None  
Students must have a point and shoot digital camera 
and mandatory $40 course 
fee                                              
Credit: ½ 
 

This first semester course covers the history of 
photography, basic camera skills and photographic 
techniques such as black and white and color 
photography, lighting, posing, sports photography, etc. 
Students will learn how to save images, correct color and 
exposure and produce digital prints. This course is a 
prerequisite for Advanced Photojournalism. 
 

15220                Photojournalism II 
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): Photojournalism I 
Students enrolling in this course must have a 35mm 
camera with interchangeable lens capabilities and 
mandatory $40 course fee 
Credit: ½ 
 

In this semester, students will apply the techniques 
learned during first semester. Students will also learn 
how to scan negatives and use digital imaging programs. 
Students will be assigned outside work for the school 
publications as well as individual and group projects for 
class work. This course has limited enrollment and 
students are required to purchase additional supplies if 
they exhaust those provided by the Journalism 
Department. In addition, students must furnish their own 
35mm camera with interchangeable lens capabilities. 
The camera must not be fully automatic or must have 
override capabilities.  
 

15100                Journalism I    
Grade Level: 9 
Prerequisites(s): None                                             
Credit:  1  
                                                                 

This class is a precursor for consideration for the Eagle 
Eye newspaper staff. Students will learn how to write in 
a variety of journalistic styles and learn basic publication 
production techniques. Students are expected to meet 
deadlines and to be able to work independently. 
Outstanding students may be referred for positions on 
the Eagle Eye newspaper staff or the Eagle yearbook 
staff. 
 

15120                Journalism II        
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): Journalism 
I                                             
Credit:  1 
                                                            

Journalism is a powerful force in American society. This 
course examines the rights and responsibilities of a free 
press and its role in society. Students will learn how to 
write using journalism style. Writing will include-but is 
not limited to news, feature and editorial writing. This 
course covers the history, growth and change in 
journalism worldwide. Outstanding students may be 
selected for publications staff. 
 

15335                Advanced Newspaper 
                         Production I,  II, and III        
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): Journalism 
I                                           
Credit: 1   
    

Students will be responsible for publishing the school 
newspaper. Staff members are responsible for writing 
and editing stories, selling advertising space, designing 
layouts, and performing other duties to complete each 
issue of the paper for publication. Students are expected 
to attend a summer workshop. 
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15435                Advanced Yearbook 
Production I,  
                         II, III        
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): None                                          
Credit: 1   
     

Students enrolled in this class will be responsible for 
publishing the school yearbook. Students will attend a 
summer workshop and then will be responsible for 
writing, editing, selling advertising, designing and/or 
photojournalism duties in order to complete the edition 
of the publication. 
 

15140                Independent Study in 
Journalism 
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): Selection as a publications 
editor                                     
Credit: 1   
 

This course is designed for students who are already 
enrolled in newspaper or yearbook. Students enrolled in 
this course are in editorial leadership positions and are 
responsible for the planning and implementation of all 
facets of student publications. Students may only earn 
credit for this course once. Students are expected to 
attend a summer workshop. 
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ENGLISH 
 

 
1. All students must successfully complete a four year program of English to meet minimum 

graduation requirements. 
2. English courses must be taken in sequence only. 
3. Reading material in English courses will be from an approved reading list. 
4. When calculating course credit by averaging semesters, students are advised that in an English course requiring 

a written term paper or other such project, said paper or project must be successfully completed in order to 
receive full credit. 

5. Credit for English taken in a summer school or a night school class will not be accepted for English credit at 
DeSoto High School UNLESS the student has previously taken the class during the long term and failed it. 

 
SEE YOUR SCHOOL COUNSELOR FOR CLARIFICATION REGARDING CREDITS. 
 

 
12100                English I 
Grade Level: 9 
Prerequisites(s): None                                             
Credit:  1 
 

English I is a fusion of composition, literature, 
language and reading designed to further skills 
in these areas. Composition instruction stresses 
the process approach. Literature instruction 
includes short fiction works, poetry, drama, 
nonfiction, and novels. Language study 
includes grammar, usage, and vocabulary 
development. Students will use technology to 
produce written projects and group 
presentations. 
 

12101                English I/Pre-AP  
Grade Level: 9 
Prerequisites(s): None                                             
Credit:  1 
                                                            

In English I Pre-AP students receive instruction 
in composition, literature, language, and 
reading. Writing instruction focuses on 
personal writing, informative writing, 
persuasive writing, literary analysis, and 
documentation procedures. Literature 
instruction includes all genres. Language study 
emphasizes grammar, usage, and vocabulary 
development. Skills needed to be successful on 
the Advanced Placement Test, analysis of and 
writing about fiction and nonfiction passages 
and works will be introduced. Students will use 
technology to produce written projects and 

group presentations. A summer reading list is 
part of this curriculum. 
 

12102                English I/EAGLE/Pre-AP 
Grade Level: 9 
Prerequisites(s): Meet Admission for Gifted/Talented 
Program                                             
Credit:  1 
                                          

English I Eagle Pre AP is designed to challenge 
students who show aptitude and achievement in 
English at the 8th grade level. It serves 
specifically as a preparatory course for English 
II Pre AP. Special emphasis will be placed on 
developing more sophisticated writing, 
vocabulary and critical reading skills. Because 
students will qualify for additional grade points 
in the advanced course, they must be 
committed to remain in the class for at least one 
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semester. A summer reading list is part of 
this curriculum. 
 

12120                English II 
Grade Level: 10 
Prerequisites(s): None                                             
Credit:  1 
 

English II continues to stress the coordination 
of literature, composition, language, and 
reading. Students will locate print and non-print 
information using text and technical sources, 
including databases. Writing instruction will 
focus on compositions connecting life events 
and literature. Documentation procedures will 
be taught. Students will read short stories, 
essays, poetry, novellas, novels, and drama 
with an emphasis on the criteria needed to 
judge the worth of a piece of literature. 
Language study will emphasize grammar, 
usage, style, vocabulary development, and 
skills needed for STAAR. 
 

12121                English II/Pre-AP 
Grade Level: 10 
Prerequisites(s): None                                             
Credit:  1 
 

English II Pre-AP is a fusion of literature, 
language, writing, and reading designed to 
further the skills in these areas. Emphasis will 
be placed on creating a writing style through 
skillful manipulations of sentence patterns and 
diction. Techniques of logic and persuasion 
will be analyzed to aid the students in 
becoming adept in critical thinking. Literature 
study will reflect all the genres. Skills needed 
to be successful on the Advanced Placement 
Test, analysis of and writing about fiction and 
nonfiction passages and works will be 
extended. A summer reading list is part of 
this curriculum. 
 

12122                English II/EAGLE/Pre-AP
Grade Level: 10 
Prerequisites(s): Meet Admission for Gifted/Talented 
Program                                         
Credit:  1 
 

This course is for tenth grade students who 
have applied, qualified, and been accepted into 
the gifted and talented English program for 
secondary students. In this class, the instructor 
will guide students through sophomore English 
Pre-AP curriculum utilizing techniques 
successful in instructing gifted students. 
Students will study world literature in an 
interesting setting which provides an 
opportunity for group interaction, independent 
research, and creative group and individual 
projects. A summer reading list is part of this 
curriculum. 
 

12130                English III              
Grade Level: 11 
Prerequisites(s): None                                             
Credit:  1 
                                                           

English III is a fusion of composition, 
literature, language, and reading designed to 
further skills in these areas. Literature 
instruction will focus on American works and 
authors in all the genres. The student will be 
taught the process of initiating a research 
project, doing the actual research, and 
preparing a typed, documented paper. Students 
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will locate print and non-print information 
using text and technical sources, including 
databases. Students will be encouraged to 
analyze and discuss universal themes and 
movements that run through major literary 
works. Students will practice skills tested on 
the STAAR, SAT and ACT. 
 

12131                English III AP 
Grade Level: 11 
Prerequisites(s): None                                             
Credit:  1 
 

This course is designed to prepare students for 
the Language and Composition Advanced 
Placement Exam. The course emphasis is 
analysis and application of the techniques of 
rhetoric. Students will use technology to 
produce group and individual presentations and 
projects. Students will study major literary 
works, compose frequently, and analyze the 
written work for tone, meaning, and style. A 
summer reading list is part of this 
curriculum.

12132                English III EAGLE/AP   
Grade Level: 11 
Prerequisites(s): Meet Admission for Gifted/Talented 
Program                                                                           
             
Credit:  1 
                                              

This course is designed to teach gifted students 
skills in advanced writing, critical analysis, and 
interpretation of literary and historical works 
from the American experience. The class 
prepares students for the Language and 
Composition AP exam. A summer reading list 
is part of this curriculum. 
 

12135                English III Dual Credit 1301
Grade Level: 11 
Prerequisites(s): Must have passed all previous English 
courses AND must have passed the TSI.  
Credit:  1  (3 hrs. college credit) 
 

This course builds on the writing, reading, and 
thinking skills developed in previous English 
courses; it prepares students for further 
refinement of these skills. This course is ideal 
for most non-science and non-mathematics 
majors. It provides the foundation that is 
necessary for students to go on to college and 
be successful. 

12141                English IV AP    
Grade Level: 12 
Prerequisites(s): None                                             
Credit:  1 
                                                               

English IV AP is a college level English course 
that emphasizes the skills needed to receive 
credit on the Advanced Placement Literature 
and Composition Exam. Students will study 
major literary works, emphasizing skills in 
poetry and prose analysis. Students will write 
about literature, do research, engage in 
independent projects, and produce timed 
writings in AP format. A summer reading list 
is part of this curriculum. 
 

12148                English IV Dual Credit 2323
Grade Level: 12 
Prerequisites(s): ENGL 1301 and 1302.  Must have 
met TSI standards in Reading and 
Writing.                                             
Credit:  1  (3 hrs. college credit) 
 

This course covers a survey of the development 
of British literature from the Romantic period 
to the present. Students will study works of 
prose, poetry, drama, and fiction in relation to 
their historical and cultural contexts. Texts will 
be selected from a diverse group of authors and 
traditions. 
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12128               English II: EOC Intervention
Grade Level: 10 
Prerequisites(s): English II                                            
Credit:  1 
 

English II continues to stress the coordination 
of literature, composition, language, and 
reading. Students will locate print and non-print 
information using text and technical sources, 
including databases. Writing instruction will 
focus on compositions connecting life events 
and literature. Documentation procedures will 
be taught. Students will read short stories, 
essays, poetry, novellas, novels, and drama 
with an emphasis on the criteria needed to 
judge the worth of a piece of literature. 
Language study will emphasize grammar, 
usage, style, vocabulary development, and 
skills needed for STAAR. 
Focused EOC intervention for increasing 
reading and writing performance on the 
assessment.

12133                English III: EOC Intervention
Grade Level: 11 
Prerequisites(s): English III                                            
Credit:  1/2 
 

                                                         

English III is a fusion of composition, literature, 
language, and reading designed to further skills 
in these areas. Literature instruction will focus on 
American works and authors in all the genres. 
The student will be taught the process of 
initiating a research project, doing the actual 
research, and preparing a typed, documented 
paper. Students will locate print and non-print 
information using text and technical sources, 
including databases. Students will be encouraged 
to analyze and discuss universal themes and 
movements that run through major literary works. 
Students will practice skills tested on the 
STAAR, SAT and ACT. 
Focused EOC intervention for increasing reading 
and writing performance on the assessment. 

12134                English III: EOC 2 Intervention
Grade Level: 11 
Prerequisites(s): English III                                           
Credit:  1/2 
 

                                                         

English III is a fusion of composition, literature, 
language, and reading designed to further skills 
in these areas. Literature instruction will focus on 
American works and authors in all the genres. 
The student will be taught the process of 
initiating a research project, doing the actual 
research, and preparing a typed, documented 
paper. Students will locate print and non-print 
information using text and technical sources, 
including databases. Students will be encouraged 
to analyze and discuss universal themes and 
movements that run through major literary works. 
Students will practice skills tested on the 
STAAR, SAT and ACT. 
Focused EOC intervention for increasing reading 
and writing performance on the assessment. 

12145               English IV: EOC Intervention
Grade Level: 12 
Prerequisites(s): English IV                                           
Credit:  1/2 

This course covers a survey of the development 
of British literature from the Romantic period to 
the present. Students will study works of prose, 
poetry, drama, and fiction in relation to their 
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                                                         historical and cultural contexts. Texts will be 
selected from a diverse group of authors and 
traditions. 
Focused EOC intervention for increasing reading 
and writing performance on the assessment. 

12146                English IV: EOC 2 Intervention
Grade Level: 12 
Prerequisites(s): English IV                                            
Credit:  1/2 
 

                                                         

This course covers a survey of the development 
of British literature from the Romantic period to 
the present. Students will study works of prose, 
poetry, drama, and fiction in relation to their 
historical and cultural contexts. Texts will be 
selected from a diverse group of authors and 
traditions. 
Focused EOC intervention for increasing reading 
and writing performance on the assessment. 

 

ENGLISH ELECTIVES 
 
 
SEE YOUR SCHOOL COUNSELOR FOR CLARIFICATION REGARDING CREDITS. 
 

 
12165                Independent Study in 
English  
                            Academic Decathlon    
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): Selected to be on the 
Academic Decathlon Study Team 
Credit:  1 
                                                    

This course is designed for students who are on the academic 
decathlon study team. Students will conduct independent 
research, develop speech and interview skills, do group research 
projects, and produce original work in a variety of mediums. The 
course will require after- school meetings in preparation for 
competition. 
 

12199                SAT/ACT    
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): 
None                                             
Credit:  ½  
                                                                      

This semester course is designed to help the students prepare for 
standardized college admission exams. The Bridges online 
program as well as the College Board online program will be 
incorporated into the curriculum for this course. 
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ESOL 

 
ENGLISH FOR SPEAKERS OF OTHER LANGUAGES 

HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAM 
[EHBE(LEGAL,LOCAL and REGULATIONS)] 

 
LA LISTA DE LOS CURSOS QUE LE OFRECE EL DISTRITO ESCOLAR 

DE DESOTO 
INGLÉS PARA LOS QUE HABLAN UN IDIOMA QUE NO ES INGLÉS 

 

The DeSoto ISD English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) Program at DeSoto High 
School and the Freshman Campus is a comprehensive instructional program designed to meet 
the linguistic and academic needs of high school students who are speakers of other languages 
(SOL). The ESOL program provides interpersonal communicative skills and cognitive 
academic language proficiency skills. The program ensures that SOL students are provided the 
same 
academic and extracurricular opportunities as English proficient students. 

 
El programa de Ingles Para Estudiantes de Otros Idiomas que le ofrece DeSoto High 
School y la Escuela para los del Primer Año es un programa extensivo y comprensivo 
designado para ayudar a los estudiantes que hablan un idioma que no es inglés quienes 
tienen dificultades en tener éxito en la escuela. El programa de ESOL (Inglés para los 
que hablan un idioma que no sea ingles), ayuda al estudiante a desarrollar la habilidad 
de comunicarse con los que hablan inglés y le ayuda al estudiante a mejorar la habilidad 
de comunicar efectivamente y con exactitud en inglés. El programa garantiza que los 
estudiantes que participen en este programa tendrán las mismas oportunidades 
escolares y deportivas que tienen los que ya hablan inglés. 

 

STUDENT IDENTIFICATION, PLACEMENT, RECLASSIFICATION-
EXIT (Como se identifican los estudiantes para el programa) 

 
Students are identified and placed according to Texas Education Agency guidelines. Initial 
identification of students who are speakers of other languages (SOL) is made through the 
Home Language Survey. Based on the information provided, students indicating a language 
other than English as their primary language must be administered all three parts of the IPT. 
All results are referred to the Language Proficiency Assessment Committee (LPAC) for 
review. The LPAC is comprised of at least, but not limited to, a campus administrator, an 
ESOL certified teacher, and a parent of an SOL student. In addition to the IPT results, the 
LPAC reviews an SOL student’s academic history, special needs, and previous ESOL 
instruction when determining instructional placement. 
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Los estudiantes se identifican y se entran en el programa según los requisitos de la 
Agencia de Educación Tejana. La primera identificación de los estudiantes quienes 
hablan otro idioma que no sea inglés se hace por medio de la encuesta de idioma. Con 
base en la información proporcionada, los estudiantes que indican un idioma distinto del 
inglés como su idioma principal deben tomar las tres partes del IPT. El comité que 
indica cuál nivel de facilidad tiene el estudiante con el inglés(LPAC) usa los resultados 
de este examen para determinar las clases más apropriadas. EL LPAC se consiste de un 
administrador, un maestro quien está certificado en ESL, y un padre de un estudiante 
quien participa en el programa. Además de los resultados del IPT, el comité LPAC 
considera la historia académica del estudiante; si hay unas necesidades especiales; si ha 
participado en otro programa como ESOL en el pasado. 

Parents are notified, in writing, no later than 10 days after the student has been classified as 
ESOL and recommended for placement in the appropriate instructional level. Parents must 
be provided information describing the ESOL classes and their benefits to the students. 
Los padres recibirán notificación escrita no más que 10 días después de que el 
estudiante haya sido clasificado como participante en ESOL y haya sido recomendado 
para el programa al nivel que corresponde a sus habilidades. Los padres tienen que 
recibir información describiendo las clases de ESOL y cómo estas clases puedan 
ayudarle a su hijo. 

 
Parental approval is required and is considered valid for the student’s continued participation in 
the required ESOL classes until the student meets the exit criteria, graduates from high school, 
or the parent requests a change in program placement.  
El permiso de los padres se requiere y se considera válido para que su estudiante continúe 
participando en las clases requeridas de ESOL hasta que el estudiante haya cumplido los 
requisitos para salir del programa, se gradue de la escuela, o los padres pidan un cambio 
del programa. 

 
Student participation and progression in the program are based on LPAC 
recommendations, academic progress, standardized test results, and annual results of the 
TAAS/TAKS and alternative assessments. 
La participación del estudiante y la progresión en el programa se basan en las 
recomendaciones de LPAC, progreso académico, resultados de pruebas estandarizadas, y 
los resultados anuales del TAAS / TAKS y evaluaciones alternativas. 

 
 

ESOL students are reclassified/exited from the ESOL program by the LPAC when the student 
passes both the reading and writing subtests of the exit level TAAS/TAKS in English. 
Los estudiantes que son participantes en el programa ESOL podrán salir del programa 
cuando el LPAC decide que el estudiante tiene éxito en los dos exámenes de leer y 
escribir en el TAAS/TAKS en inglés. 

 
Parents must be notified in writing when students are exited from the program.  
Los padres recibirán notificación escrita cuando los estudiantes salgan del 
programa. 
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ESOL Classes for High Students 
Clases de ESOL para los estudiantes secundarios: 

 
Each required ESOL course is a two-semester course with one (1) unit of credit awarded in 
each course. Students must earn a grade average of 70 or more to receive credit in the course. 
Cada curso  del ESOL requerido es un curso de dos semestres con una (1) unidad de 
crédito concedido en cada curso. Los estudiantes deben obtener una calificación de 70 o 
más para recibir crédito en el curso. 

 
A maximum of two of the four credits of English required for graduation may be from ESOL 
courses for students completing the requirements of the Regular High School Program. English 
I for Speakers of other Languages and English II for Speakers of Other Languages may be 
substituted for English I and English II for immigrant students with limited English proficiency 
only. 
Un máximo de dos de los cuatro créditos de Inglés requeridos para la graduación pueden 
ser cursos de ESOL para estudiantes que completaron los requisitos del programa regular 
de escuela secundaria. Inglés Uno para hablantes de otros idiomas y Inglés Dos para 
hablantes de otros idiomas pueden sustituirse por Inglés Uno y Inglés Dos para 
estudiantes inmigrantes con solamente un conocimiento limitado del Inglés. 

 
An ESOL student of high school age is placed in a high school grade level based on credits 
earned at his/her previous school. Documentation of credits earned is required to fulfill the 
Academic Achievement Record state requirements. 
El nivel apropiado para un estudiante de ESOL está determinado por sus créditos que ha 
ganado en la escuela anterior. Documentación indicando cuántos créditos ha ganado es 
necesaria para completar los requisitos del “Academic Achievement Record: requerido por 
el estado de Tejas.” 

 
 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS/DESCRIPTIONS 
REQUISITOS Y DESCRIPCIONES DE LOS CURSOS: 

 
All students are required to earn 26 credits, as well as pass the exit-level TAKS, in order to 
graduate from DeSoto High School. The following is a list of required courses, and a partial list 
of possible elective courses: 
Para graduarse de DeSoto High School, se requiere que todos los estudiantes obtengan 
26 créditos, y también aprobar el TAKS a nivel de salida. La siguiente es una lista de los 
cursos requeridos, y una lista parcial de cursos electivos: 

ESOL
 

 
(ENGLISH FOR SPEAKERS OF OTHER LANGUAGES)  
DESCRIPCIONES DE LOS CURSOS DE ESOL 
 
The following courses are offered for those ESOL students who are new immigrants and who have been 
educationally disadvantaged in their native country. These courses are designed to prepare the student for 
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the academic requirements of DeSoto I.S.D. and to empower the student with the necessary skills to 

successfully complete all credits for graduation.  
Los siguientes cursos se ofrecen para los estudiantes que son parte del programa ESOL 
como nuevos inmigrantes y no han tenido la oportunidad de participar en un programa 
educativo en su país nativo. Estos cursos se designan para preparar el estudiante para los 
requisitos académicos del DeSoto ISD y dar al estudiante las habilidades necesarias de 
tener éxito en completar los créditos requeridos para graduarse. 
 
SEE YOUR SCHOOL COUNSELOR FOR CLARIFICATION REGARDING CREDITS. 
CONSULTE CON SU CONSEJERO ESCOLAR PARA ACLARACIÓN RESPECTO A CRÉDITOS. 
 

 
12195                Accelerated English 
                         Languag Acquisition     
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): LPAC 
Recommendation                                             
Credit: 1 
             

Students will learn to listen, speak, read, and write English 
with accuracy and comprehension.  
Los estudiantes aprenderán a escuchar, hablar, leer y 
escribir inglés con exactitud y comprensión. 
 

12190                English for Math – SOL
                         INGLÉS PARA LAS  
                         MATEMATICAS – SOL 
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): LPAC 
Recommendation                                             
Credit: 1 
                                  

Students will sharpen their math skills, acquire English 
vocabulary, and learn problem-solving strategies in 
preparation for success in the required high school math 
courses. 
Los estudiantes aprenderán cómo mejorar sus 
habilidades en matemáticas, aprender más vocabulario 
ingles y aprender como resolver problemas de 
matematicas en preparacion para tener exito en los 
cursos requeridos de matemáticas. 
 

 
The following courses are offered for all ESOL students. 
Las siguientes clases se ofrecen para todos los estudiantes de ESOL. 
 

12180                English I for SOL  
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): LPAC 
Recommendation                                             
Credit: 1 
                                                          

Students enrolled in English I for Speakers of Other 
Languages will begin to build a foundation for their 
communication skills in the English language. High School 
ESOL students will begin with language level appropriate 
literature written not only in English, but also world literature 
translated from other languages into English. They will also 
begin to express themselves in written English with an 
emphasis on writing to describe, to report, and to persuade. 
Los estudiantes inscritos en Inglés I para hablantes de 
otros idiomas comenzarán a construir una base para sus 
habilidades de comunicación en el idioma Inglés. Los 
estudiantes comenzarán con la literatura que el estudiante 
puede entender y leer no solamente en Inglés, sino también 
la literatura mundial traducida de otros idiomas en Inglés. 
También comenzarán a expresarse en Inglés escrito con un 
énfasis en la escritura de describir, informar y persuadir.

12185                English II for SOL 
Grade Level: 9-12 

Students enrolled in English II for Speakers of Other 
Languages continue to increase and refine their 
communication skills. High school students are expected to 
practice all forms of writing on a regular basis, to use the 
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Prerequisites(s): LPAC 
Recommendation                                             
Credit: 1 
 

correct conventions and mechanics of written English, and to 
produce error-free drafts. An emphasis is placed on persuasive 
forms of writing such as logical arguments, expressions of 
opinion, and personal forms of writing, including a response 
to literature, a reflective essay, or an autobiographical 
narrative. English II-SOL students continue to read 
extensively in multiple genres from world literature, learning 
literary forms and terms associated with selections being read. 
Los estudiantes inscritos en Inglés II para hablantes de 
otros idiomas siguen aumentando y perfeccionando sus 
habilidades de comunicación. Se espera la práctica de 
todas formas de escritura sobre una base regular, para 
utilizar las convenciones y mecánicas del Inglés escrito 
correctas, y para producir tiros libres de errores. Se hace 
énfasis en las formas persuasivas de la escritura como 
argumentos lógicos, la expresión de opiniones y formas 
personales de la escritura, incluyendo una respuesta a la 
literatura, un ensayo reflexivo, o un relato autobiográfico. 
Estudiantes de Inglés II-SOL continúan leyendo 
extensivamente géneros múltiples de la literatura 
universal, el aprendizaje de las formas literarias y 
términos asociados con las selecciones están leyendo.

 
Reading I-SOL, Reading II-SOL, Reading III-SOL 

Reading I, II, III-SOL offers ESOL students instruction in word recognition and comprehension strategies 
and vocabulary to ensure that high school ESOL students have an opportunity to read with competence, 
confidence, and understanding. Students are given opportunities to locate information in varied sources, 
to read critically, to evaluate sources, and to draw supportable conclusions. Students learn how various 
texts are organized and how authors choose language for effect. All of these strategies are applied in texts 
that cross the subject fields. 
Lectura I, II, III-Sol ofrece instrucción a los estudiantes de ESOL en el reconocimiento de palabras y 
estrategias de comprensión y vocabulario para asegurar que los estudiantes de ESOL de la escuela 
secundaria tienen la oportunidad de leer con competencia, confianza y comprensión. Los estudiantes 
tienen la oportunidad de localizar información en varias fuentes, para leer críticamente, para evaluar 
las fuentes, y para extraer conclusiones fundamentadas. Los estudiantes aprenden cómo los textos se 
organizan y cómo autores eligen el idioma para el efecto. Todas estas estrategias se aplican en los 
textos que atraviesan los campos. 

 

12150                Reading I-SOL     
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): LPAC 
Recommendation                                             
Credit: 1 
                                                          

The beginning ESOL student reads English using meaning 
cues while acquiring sight vocabulary. 
El estudiante principiante de ESOL lee Inglés usando 
señales de significado, mientras que adquiere un 
vocabulario visual. 
 

12151                Reading II-SOL   
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): LPAC 
Recommendation                                             
Credit: 1 
                                                          

The intermediate ESOL student reads English using content 
and vocabulary to increase comprehension for a variety of 
texts and purposes. 
El estudiante intermedio de ESOL lee Inglés usando 
vocabulario para aumentar la comprensión de textos y 
propósitos. 
 

12152                Reading III-SOL       
Grade Level: 9-12 

The advanced ESOL student reads English using a 
developmental vocabulary to expand their reading in texts 
written in diversified modes for varied purposes. 
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Prerequisites(s): LPAC 
Recommendation                                             
Credit: 1 
                                                     

El estudiante avanzado de ESOL lee Inglés usando 
vocabulario para expandir su lectura en textos escritos en 
modos diversificados para varios propósitos.  

12153                Literary Genres-SOL  
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): LPAC 
Recommendation                                             
Credit: 1 
                                                   

High school ESOL students enrolled in Literary Genres will 
spend time analyzing the fictional and poetic elements of 
literary texts and read to appreciate the writer’s craft.  The 
students will respond to texts through such varied avenues as 
talk, print, and electronic formats to connect their knowledge 
of the world with the text being read. 
Los estudiantes de ESOL pasarán tiempo analizando los 
elementos de ficción y poéticas de textos literario. Los 
estudiantes responderán a los textos a través de varios 
modos como la charla, imprimir y formatos electrónicos 
para conectar su conocimiento del mundo con el texto que 
se lee. 
 

12154                Creative and Imaginative
                         Writing-SOL      
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): LPAC 
Recommendation                                             
Credit: ½  
                  

The study of creative and imaginative writing allows high 
school ESOL students to earn one-half credit while 
developing versatility as a writer. A rigorous one-semester 
composition course, Creative and Imaginative Writing-SOL 
requires high school ESOL students to demonstrate their skill 
in such forms of writing as essays, short stories, poetry, and 
drama. 
Un riguroso curso de composición de un semestre, 
Escritura de creativos e imaginativos -SOL requiere que 
los estudiantes de ESOL demostren su habilidad en tales 
formas de escritura como ensayos, cuentos, poesía y 
drama. 
 

12155                Practical Writing Skills-
SOL 
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): LPAC 
Recommendation                                             
Credit: ½  
 

The study of writing allows high school ESOL students to 
earn one-half credit while developing skills necessary for 
composing business letters and requests for information, as 
well as for completing job applications and resumes. This one-
semester course emphasizes skill in the use of conventions and 
mechanics of written English, the appropriate and effective 
application of English grammar, and effective use of 
vocabulary. 
Los estudiantes desarrollaran las habilidades necesarias 
para componer cartas comerciales y solicitudes de 
información, así como para llenar una solicitud de trabajo 
y hojas de vida. Este curso de un semestre usa las 
convenciones y la mecánica de Inglés escrito, la aplicación 
adecuada y efectiva de la gramática en Inglés, y el uso 
efectivo del vocabulario.
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FINE ARTS 

 
 
SEE YOUR SCHOOL COUNSELOR FOR CLARIFICATION REGARDING CREDITS. 

 
13100                 Art I    
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): None                                             
Credit: 1  
 

Art I is designed for the student with an 
appreciable interest in the study of art. The 
course is devoted to the presentation of the 
elements and principles of design, providing a 
strong foundation in art history, drawing, 
painting and vocabulary. Semesters must be 
taken in consecutive order.  
A $40 supplies/materials fee is required. 
 

13120                Art II – Drawing and Painting  
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): Art I                                             
Credit: 1  
                                    

Activities in Drawing and Painting II focus on 
developing skills and experience using various 
drawing media and techniques. Watercolor is 
introduced and different watercolor styles are 
explored. Art history, art concepts and criticism 
are integrated into the curriculum. A $50 
supplies/materials fee is required. 
 

13130                Art III – Drawing and Painting 
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): Art II                                             
Credit: 1  
                                    

This course encompasses a sequential in-depth 
study of drawing and painting styles. Figure 
studies, pen and ink media, and pastel drawing 
will be explored. Acrylic painting and its 
various techniques will be introduced. Students 
will integrate previously learned techniques 
with abstract, non-objective, and realistic 
renderings. Creative and critical processes are 
emphasized. 
A $50 supplies/materials fee is required. 
 

13140                Art IV – Drawing and Painting 
Grade Level: 12 
Prerequisites(s): Art III                                             
Credit: 1                                      

This course is individualized and continues the 
student's development in creative thinking, 
technical skills, and art knowledge. The student 
is challenged to develop their own personal 
style while exploring areas of special interest. 
Criticism and evaluation of artwork is covered. 
Students explore career options while preparing 
a portfolio and exhibition of their art work.   
A $50 supplies/materials fee is required. 
 

13142                Art III – AP    
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): Art I, II, and 
portfolio                                            
Credit: 2  
                                                                  

This is an advanced studio course for the 
college-bound and career-oriented student. It is 
designed for talented art students who wish to 
pursue college level studies while in high 
school. Emphasis will be on advanced drawing 
and painting styles, 2D and 3D design, and 
color study. Students will compile portfolios 
that fulfill current College Board requirements. 
Students must sign up for both courses 
506301 Art III Painting AP and 506311 Art 
III Portfolio AP. A substantial supplies and 
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materials fee is required. Cedar Valley Dual 
Credit may be earned for qualifying 
students. 
 

13141                Art IV AP                 
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): Art I, II, III, and 
portfolio                                                                                   
Credit: 2  
                                                         

This is an advanced studio course for the 
college-bound and career-oriented student. It is 
designed for talented art students who wish to 
pursue college level studies while in high 
school. Emphasis will be on advanced drawing 
and painting styles, 2D and 3D design, and 
color study. Students will compile portfolios 
that fulfill current College Board requirements. 
Students must sign up for both courses 
506401 Art IV Painting AP and 506411 Art 
IV Portfolio AP.  A substantial supplies and 
materials fee is required. Cedar Valley Dual 
Credit may be earned for qualifying 
students. 
 

13147           Studio Art – Honors/AP   
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): Art II-Drawing and Painting 
Credit: 1  
                                          

Designed for students with a serious interest in 
art, AP Studio Art: Portfolio Development 
enables students to refine their skills and create 
artistic works to be submitted to the College 
Board for evaluation. Given the nature of the 
AP evaluation, the course typically emphasizes 
quality of work, concentration and exploration 
of a particular visual interest or problem, and 
breadth of experience in the formal, technical, 
and expressive aspects of the student’s 
art.  Evaluations require submission of artwork 
exemplifying talent in drawing, color 
organization, design, or sculpture. Full-year 
course devoted to the development of the 
student portfolio. 
 

NOTE: 

1. Physical Education Credit (1/2) will be awarded for the fall semester of Marching Band. 
2. Members of Wind Symphony, Symphonic I, Symphonic II, and Concert Band must be enrolled in 

five other classes for UIL eligibility. 
3. Band members who have scheduling conflicts with a particular band class MUST substitute 

another band class to enroll in its place. 
 

13235                Band-Wind Symphony        
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): Audition 
Only                                             
Credit: 1  
                                           

This course is specifically designed for the advanced 
instrumental student who has proven, through audition, 
the ability to perform above average in the areas of 
technical ability, sight reading, and listening skills. While 
continuing to develop their technical ability and basic 
musicianship, students are involved in the rehearsal and 
performance of the most difficult band literature 
available in the marching band as well as concert band, 
individual and small ensemble, All-Region, and UIL 
events. All members must perform with the marching 
band.
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13210                Symphonic I Band     
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): Audition 
Only                                             
Credit: 1  
                                                      

Students develop an appreciation of quality music and 
advanced instrumental skills through the study, rehearsal, 
and performance of various types and levels of 
instrumental music. Students are involved in the 
rehearsal and performance of medium to difficult band 
music in the marching band as well as concerts, 
individual and small ensemble, and UIL events. All 
members must perform with the marching band. 
 

13211               Symphonic II Band   
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): Audition 
Only                                             
Credit: 1  
                                                       

Students develop an appreciation of good band music 
while also stressing improvement in technical, 
rhythmical and musical aspects of playing. Students are 
involved in the rehearsal and performance of medium 
level band music in the marching band as well as 
concert, individual and small ensemble, and UIL events. 
All members must perform with the marching band. 
 

13240               Concert Band 
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): Audition 
Only                                             
Credit: 1  
 

Concert band is a non-performing ensemble open to 
students not in the marching band. Students develop an 
appreciation of quality band music while also stressing 
improvement in technical, rhythmical and musical 
aspects of their playing. Students are involved in the 
rehearsal of easy to medium level band music and 
technical material. 
 

13220               Drumline 
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): Audition 
Only                                             
Credit: ½   
 

Marching percussion section - Students will perform as a 
part of the marching band. During the spring, some 
percussionists will continue in INSTRUMENTAL 
TECHNIQUE classes, while others are assigned to a 
band class (WIND SYMPHONY, SYMPHONIC I, II, or 
CONCERT BAND) in place of DRUMLINE. (Fall 
semester only) 
 

13245                Percussion-Instrumental 
Technique  

Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): Audition 
Only                                             
Credit: ½                               

All percussionists will be instructed in advanced 
technical development and a wide variety of solo and 
ensemble styles. During the fall, all percussionists will 
enroll in DRUMLINE class. During the spring, some 
percussionists continue in PERCUSSION-
INSTRUMENTAL TECHNIQUE class, while others are 
assigned to a band class (WIND SYMPHONY, 
SYMPHONIC I, II, or CONCERT BAND), in place of 
PERCUSSION-INSTRUMENTAL TECHNIQUE class. 
(Spring Semester only) 
 

13150                Freshman Concert Choir  
Grade Level: 9 
Prerequisites(s): None                                             
Credit: 1  
                                             

The Freshman Concert Choir is a non-auditioned choir 
comprised of ninth grade students who are experiencing 
membership in choir for the first time or have need of 
developing and improving rehearsal and sight-reading 
skills. The Choir will perform several concerts 
throughout the year. This is a full year class. 
 

13160                Concert Choir   
Grade Level: 10-12 

The Concert Choir is a non-auditioned choir comprised 
of high school students who are experiencing 
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Prerequisites(s): None                                            
Credit: 1  
                                                                

membership in choir for the first time or have need of 
developing and improving rehearsal and sight-reading 
skills. The Concert Choir will perform several concerts 
throughout the year. This is a full year class. 
 

13170                Junior Varsity (JV) Choir 
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): Audition 
Only                                             
Credit: 1  
                                             

The Junior Varsity Choir is an auditioned choir 
comprised of freshman through senior men and women 
with past singing experience and good sight-reading skill 
who exhibit high levels of commitment and dedication to 
DHS and its overall success. The JV choir will perform 
concerts throughout the year and will have opportunity to 
compete in All-Regions and UIL events. This is a full 
year class. Several outside-of-class rehearsals will be 
required to adequately prepare for performances. 
 

13190                Beginning Handbells    
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): None                                             
Credit: 1  
                                                   

The Beginning Handbells is a non auditioned group of 
high school men and women who have interest in 
learning an instrument. Students will explore the 
elements of music including basic music theory while 
learning proper handbell techniques. They will rehearse a 
variety of music. This group will perform concerts 
throughout the year. This is a full year class. 
 

13199                Handbell 
Ensemble                                                          
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): Audition 
Only                                             
Credit: 1  
 

The Handbell Ensemble (advanced handbells) is a select 
group of high school men and women with past ringing 
experience who exhibit high levels of commitment and 
dedication to DHS and its overall success. This ensemble 
will learn advanced ringing techniques as well as 
rehearse advanced music. Teamwork and diligence are 
emphasized as the most important qualities a handbell 
choir can possess.  The Ensemble will perform 
community and school concerts throughout the year. This 
is a full year class. 
 

13241             Jazz Band   
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): None                                             
Credit: 1 
                                                              

The Jazz Band will participate in instrumental 
performances at various events. Rehearsals are held after 
school, usually once a week.  Students will perform 
music from various styles including swing, blues, Latin 
jazz, rock/ska, funk, and brass band. Students will be 
selected via audition and/or interview with instructor. 
Basic proficiency on instrument is required.  

13153               Applied Voice   
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): None                                             
Credit: ½  
                                                              

Applied voice is the study of singing from the 
standpoints of technique, literature, and performance. 
Principles of vocal technique based on established vocal 
pedagogy will be studied alongside literature appropriate 
for the developmental level of the student. Performance 
skills in formal and informal settings will be studied.

13250                Music Theory I   
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): None                                             
Credit: ½  
                                                              

This course is designed to prepare the college-bound 
music student for music theory. Students will be 
introduced to all key signatures, scales, intervals, chords, 
harmony, melodic dictation, and part-writing. (Spring 
Semester only) 
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13146            Music Theory (Honors/AP)  
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): Ability to Read 
Music                                             
Credit: 1  
                                  

Advanced Placement Music Theory is open to 
sophomores, juniors, and seniors who already know how 
to read music. This class is similar to first-year college 
music theory and will prepare students for college. 
Students who complete the course may take the AP 
Music Theory exam and earn college credit.  
Students must take the AP test in order to receive AP 
credit on their transcript. AP exam fees may apply. 
 

13230                 ColorGuard/WinterGuard  
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): None 
Credit: ½ or 1  
                                                 

Students develop dance and choreography skills as they 
perform as part of the marching band. Students have to 
attend summer workshops and summer band practice. 
Students will have the option to continue their dance and 
choreography skill development by auditioning for and 
performing with the spring and winter guard on the guard 
circuit during the spring semester. The color guard is 
open to band students as well as non-band students. 
(Offered both semesters) 
 

13180                A Cappella Choir    
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): Audition 
Only                                             
Credit: 1  
                                                         

The A Cappella Choir is an auditioned choir comprised 
of freshman through senior men and women with past 
singing experience, a high level of sight-reading skill, 
and an outstanding academic record who exhibit high 
levels of commitment and dedication to DHS and its 
overall success. This course is specifically designed for 
the advanced vocal student who has proven, through 
audition, the ability to perform above average in the 
areas of technical ability, sight- reading, and listening 
skills. The choir will perform a variety of styles in music. 
The choir will perform concerts and all UIL 
competitions. Several outside-of-class rehearsals will 
be required to adequately prepare for performances. 
 

13260                Music History   
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): None                                             
Credit: 1  
                                                                

This course allows students to study music from many 
different time periods, such as the 16th century to music 
they may listen to on the radio. This is not a performing 
group. Some field trips may be taken to places like 
recording studios to see how the recording industry 
works. 
 

13300                Theatre Arts I- Basic 
Theatre    
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): None                                             
Credit: 1  
                                                       

This course is an introductory performance and theory 
course designed for students who are interested in the 
theatre. This course includes acting techniques, 
pantomime techniques, improvisation techniques, 
vocational techniques, play analysis and interpretation, 
theatre etiquette, theatre history and basic technical 
theatre techniques. All students enrolled in this class are 
required to perform live, memorized monologues and 
scenes in front of the entire class. Some performances 
will be open to the general population of the school. 
Also, all students must take part in after-school drama 
activities, either as actors, or in some backstage or front 
of house stage capacity. Details for after-school 
participation will be given in the course syllabus. 
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13335                Theatre Production I  
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): Theatre Arts I- Basic 
Theatre                                            
Credit: 1  
                                                    

Students participate in critiquing, listening, commenting 
to others, and keeping journals or production notebooks. 
Students are involved with a specific aspect of the 
production, such as cast, technical crew, stage manager, 
or stage crew. Students must complete assigned tasks, 
demonstrate individual accountability, skills, and 
techniques. Students learn that all facets of theatrical 
production work together to achieve a common goal. 
Participants demonstrate personal commitment by 
preparing for each rehearsal. Students learn the 
importance of stage production etiquette. 
 

13345                Theatre Production II  
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): Theatre Arts I- Basic 
Theatre                                            
Credit: 1  
                                                   

Because the students in this course have already been 
introduced to the basic principles of Theatre, they will 
focus primarily on performance development. This is a 
performance-based course that will cover all of the 
following topics: Actor Preparation, Voice and Diction, 
Pantomime, Memorization, Ensemble-Building, 
Character Analysis, Play Directing, Writing, Musical 
Theatre, Film/Television, Commercials, and PSAs.  They 
will be required to participate in the student-directed 
shows, write a monologue, write a scene, create 
commercials, and obtain 4 hours of performance time for 
school productions. 
 

13355                Theatre Production III   
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): Theatre Arts I- Basic 
Theatre                                            
Credit: 1  
                                                

This course is a performance-based course; therefore, the 
primary focus of this course is to prepare for a 
professional career as an actor, director, and/or 
playwright. As a result, the students will engage in 
performances at school, in the community, and at 
competition. They will also be encouraged to audition for 
professional acting jobs and seek an agent. In short, the 
student will study the following: playwriting, directing, 
screenwriting, characterization, script analysis, and 
PSAs, create music videos, write a play, direct a play, 
and participate in every school production. Musical 
Theatre Students will be required to direct a short mini-
musical. 
 

13357                Theatre Production IV    
Grade Level: 12 
Prerequisites(s): Theatre Arts I- Basic 
Theatre                                            
Credit: 1  
                                               

This course is a performance-based course so the primary 
focus of this course is to prepare for a professional career 
as an actor, director, and/or playwright. As a result, the 
students will engage in performances at school, in the 
professional acting jobs and seek an agent. The students 
in this course will be required to attend the Texas 
Thespian Conference to compete and audition for 
scholarships. In short, the student will study the 
following: playwriting, directing, screenwriting, 
characterization, script analysis, and interpretation. 
Students in this course will be required to write tele-skits, 
create commercials, create music videos, write a 
screenplay, direct a play, and participate in every school 
production. Musical Theatre Students will be required to 
write and direct a short mini-musical. 
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13330                Technical Theatre I    
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): Theatre Arts I- Basic 
Theatre                                            
Credit: 1  
                                                     

This class is designed for the student who wants to 
explore the basics of presentational stagecraft. Students 
in Technical Theatre I will learn the basics of set 
construction, sound recording/design, costume, lighting, 
makeup, and properties. Students enrolled in Technical 
Theatre I will be required to serve on a backstage crew in 
at least one production per semester. 
 

13340                Technical Theatre II     
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): Technical Theatre 
I                                            
Credit: 1  
                                                  

This is a class for students who wish to explore areas of 
set, lighting, sound, costumes, and make-up design, as 
well as other areas of advanced Technical Theatre. 
Students in Advanced Technical Theatre will serve as 
designers, crew chiefs, and other positions in after-school 
theatrical productions. All students in Advanced 
Technical Theatre will be required to take part in all after 
school productions. Students in Advanced Technical 
Theatre will also design the set and other technical 
aspects for the UIL One Act Play. Students will have the 
opportunity to submit designs for UIL and TETA 
competitions and festivals. 
 

13350                Technical Theatre III       
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): Technical Theatre 
I                                            
Credit: 1  
                                              

This is a class for students who wish to explore areas of 
set, lighting, sound, costumes, and make-up design, as 
well as other areas of advanced Technical Theatre. 
Students in Advanced Technical Theatre will serve as 
designers, crew chiefs, and other positions in after-school 
theatrical productions. All students in Advanced 
Technical Theatre will be required to take part in all after 
school productions. Students in Advanced Technical 
Theatre will also design the set and other technical 
aspects for the UIL One Act Play. Students will have the 
opportunity to submit designs for UIL and TETA 
competitions and festivals. 
 

14045                Dance I    
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): None                                            
Credit: 1  
                                                                          

This course will emphasize the major types of dance 
including ballet, jazz, aerobic and modern. The student 
will learn the fundamentals of each type and will gain 
experience in learning routines and choreography. The 
class will emphasize becoming aware of your body and 
developing physical fitness. A uniform will be required. 
 

14046                Dance II    
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): Dance I                                            
Credit: 1  
                                                                         

This course will be a continuation of Dance I. It will 
include ballet, aerobics, jazz and precision. It will 
emphasize advanced skills in each of these areas. Each 
student will be required to contribute to a choreographed 
project. The class will stress physical fitness. A uniform 
will be required. 
 

14051                Dance I 
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): None                                            
Credit: ½  
 

This course will emphasize all the major types of dance 
and will cover beginner dance history, modern, lyrical 
and tap dances. Students will learn the fundamentals of 
each type of dance and will gain experience in learning 
routines and choreography. The class will emphasize 
becoming aware of your body and developing physical 
fitness. 
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14052                Dance II 
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): Dance I                                            
Credit: ½  
 

This course will emphasize all the major types of dance 
and will cover intermediate dance history, modern, 
lyrical and tap dances. Students will learn the 
fundamentals of each type of dance and will gain 
experience in learning routines and choreography. The 
class will emphasize becoming aware of your body and 
developing physical fitness. 
 

14053                Dance III 
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): Dance II                                           
Credit: 1 
 

This course will emphasize all the major types of dance 
and will cover advanced dance history, modern, lyrical 
and tap dances. Students will learn the fundamentals of 
each type of dance and will gain experience in learning 
routines and choreography. The class will emphasize 
becoming aware of your body and developing physical 
fitness. 
 

14054                Dance IV Repertory Dance 
Team 
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): Must audition during the 
Spring                                           
Credit: 1 
 

This course will emphasize all the major types of dance 
and will cover advanced dance history, modern, lyrical 
and tap dances. Students will learn the fundamentals of 
each type of dance and will gain experience in learning 
routines and choreography. The class will emphasize 
becoming aware of your body and developing physical 
fitness. 
 

14056               Drill Team 
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): Must audition during the 
Spring                                           
Credit: 1 
 

This course will emphasize all the major types of dance 
and will cover dance history, modern, lyrical and tap 
dances. Students will learn the fundamentals of each type 
of dance and will gain experience in learning routines 
and choreography. The class will emphasize becoming 
aware of your body and developing physical fitness. 
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HEALTH 
 
 
SEE YOUR SCHOOL COUNSELOR FOR CLARIFICATION REGARDING CREDITS. 
 

 
14030                Health I 
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): 
None                                            
Credit: ½   
 

Students will focus on the relationships that exist among physical, mental 
and social health. This course is designed to give accurate information in 
areas that are of major concern to today's population. Some of these topics 
are: CPR and rescue breathing, first aid, human development, nutrition, 
infectious and noninfectious diseases, drugs, alcohol and tobacco use and 
teenage suicide. By incorporating decision-making skills, the students will 
learn and practice ways to make healthy choices. Students will learn how 
taking responsibility for their own health has positive effects not only for 
themselves but also for others around them. This course will also discuss 
parenting, paternity awareness and family violence prevention. 
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LANGUAGES OTHER THAN ENGLISH (LOTE) 
 
A student must enroll in an entire year of study (earning 1 credit) for any regular course of LOTE study. It is 
strongly recommended that a student have at least an 80 in regular or Pre-AP English before taking another 
language. 
 
*NOTE: All one semester LOTE courses may be taken as electives or to meet the one credit of other language 
required on the Minimum High School Program. They may not be used to fulfill the other language requirements 
on the Recommended or Distinguished Achievement Programs. The one year LOTE requirement on the Minimum 
High School Program must be fulfilled by a level I course or two one-semester credit courses in the same 
language. 
 
SEE YOUR SCHOOL COUNSELOR FOR CLARIFICATION REGARDING CREDITS. 
 

 
17000                French I                                
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): Recommend 80 or above average in 
regular or advanced English 
class                                          
Credit: 1  
 

This course is an introduction to the French language 
and its culture. Emphasis is placed on communication 
by learning vocabulary and grammar. This course will 
also stress the importance of knowing the cultures of the 
French speakers throughout Europe, North America and 
Africa. 
 

17020                French II                                  
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): French I                                          
Credit: 1  
 

This course continues the practice of communicative 
French with more emphasis on grammar and basic 
reading and writing skills. A more in-depth study of 
French culture is included. 
 

17021                French II Pre-AP      
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): French I                                          
Credit: 1  
                                                       

This course continues the practice of communicative 
French with more emphasis on grammar, and reading 
and writing skills. Special attention will be given to 
more in depth readings as well as learning about 
important cultural aspects of the Francophone world. 
Skills necessary to be successful on the AP test will be 
introduced. 
 

17030                French III    
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): French II                                          
Credit: 1  
                                                                    

This course is for those students who desire to further 
their study of French. It is a continued study of more 
advanced grammatical concepts and idiomatic speech. 
Communicative proficiency development is continued. 
 

17031                French III Pre-AP   
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): French II or French II Pre-
AP                                          
Credit: 1  
 

In addition to material covered in French III, this course 
emphasizes advanced practice in oral skills and 
grammar. Students will accelerate their assimilation of 
everyday life skills in France. This course should be 
considered as AP preparation. 
 

17041                French IV AP  
Grade Level: 12 
Prerequisites(s): French III or French III Pre-
AP                                          
Credit: 1  
                                                          

This AP course has been approved by the College 
Board. The expectations in this French course are for 
students to achieve French at a level that they will 
understand native speakers. This course will offer an 
advanced study of grammar, a variety of written 
authentic texts to read, and culture through the internet 
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and films. A summer take home packet is part of this 
curriculum. 
 

17300                Spanish I    
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): None                                          
Credit: 1  
                                                                       

This course is an introduction to the Spanish language. 
Emphasis is placed on acquiring basic listening, writing, 
reading, and speaking skills, as well as improved 
understanding of basic grammar rules. Students become 
actively involved in the appreciation of the culture, 
customs, and geography of Hispanic countries. 
 

17320                Spanish II    
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): Spanish I                                        
Credit: 1  
                                                                     

Emphasis is placed on improving and developing 
listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills in this 
course. Reading may include legends and cultural 
literature. 
 

17321                Spanish II Pre-AP    
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): Spanish I                                        
Credit: 1  
                                                        

In addition to material covered in Spanish II, students 
receive more practice in developing listening and 
speaking skills. An introduction to Spanish literary 
works through the reading of simplified versions is 
included. The development of fluency and proficiency 
in all language skills is stressed. The history of Spain 
and its artistic cultural heritage is studied. 
 

17330                Spanish III      
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): Spanish II (85 average) or Spanish II 
Pre-AP (80 average)                                        
Credit: 1  
                                                                  

This course is for those students who desire to further 
their study of Spanish. Idiomatic speech is included and 
communicative proficiency is developed. Students are 
expected to communicate in oral and written form in 
Spanish. This course also involves the reading of 
advanced literature 
and continues the study of grammatical concepts. 
 

17331                Spanish III Pre-AP   
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): Spanish II (85 average) or Spanish II 
Pre-AP (80 average)                                        
Credit: 1  
                                                       

Students who register in this class may also be eligible 
for dual credit through Cedar Valley College and must 
take the THEA test during the summer unless they are 
exempt. 
Students work almost exclusively in Spanish, 
give oral presentations, write essays, research 
cultural and historical topics and work on 
developing proficiency in all of the language 
skill areas. Students develop an appreciation for 
the diversity and contributions of the Spanish 
speaking world. 
 

17341                Spanish IV AP      
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): Spanish III or Spanish III Pre-
AP                                       
Credit: 1  
                                                            

This course seeks to develop the language skills of 
listening, speaking, reading, and writing. It includes a 
more in-depth study of the people and culture of Spain. 
The objectives of this course are: 1) the ability to 
express oneself accurately and fluently in writing, 2) the 
ability to utilize previously learned as well as new 
vocabulary in the reading of periodicals and classical 
literature with greater ease and accuracy, 3) the ability 
to use this vocabulary and grammatical constructions in 
speaking more fluently, and 4) the ability to 
comprehend formal and informal speech with greater 
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ease. Course emphases are centered on college level 
preparatory Spanish and the taking of the College Board 
Advanced Placement test in Spanish Language. 
Discussion of current events, literature, and everyday 
topics is in the target language. Instruction is done in 
Spanish. 
 

17360                Spanish for Native 
Speakers                                           
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): Successful completion of Speaking 
Proficiency Placement Exam                                        
Credit: 2 (for Spanish I and II levels)  
 

This course is designed for students who have had 
extensive experience in the Spanish language outside of 
the classroom. Because these students have good 
speaking and listening skills, more emphasis is given to 
writing, reading and improving those skills that they 
already have. Also included are cultural units designed 
to develop a greater appreciation of Hispanic heritage. 
 

17375                Culture and History of the       
                         Spanish-Speaking World 
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): None                                        
Credit: ½   
 

This is a one semester course designed to acquaint the 
student with the Spanish-speaking world. This is 
primarily for students who have not studied the Spanish 
language, but who may have a desire to increase their 
awareness of the geography, history, culture and 
influence of Spanish- speaking countries. This course 
satisfies 1/2 year of LOTE credit under the Minimum 
High School program. 
 

17385                Exploring Spanish    
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): Students may not have previous 
credit in Spanish                                       
Credit: ½   
                                                        

This is a one semester course designed for the student 
who wants to get a basic language experience and does 
not plan to take advanced level classes. Fundamental 
pronunciation, listening and speaking skills using basic 
vocabulary will be developed. Cultural topics will also 
be discussed.  This course satisfies 1/2 year of LOTE 
credit under the Minimum High School program. 
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MATHEMATICS
 

SEE YOUR SCHOOL COUNSELOR FOR CLARIFICATION REGARDING CREDITS. 
 

 
15000                Algebra I   
Grade Level: 9 
Prerequisites(s): None                                        
Credit: 1   
                                                                        

Algebra I is an in-depth study of the beginning 
algebraic concepts and techniques used in solving for 
unknowns.  This course introduces the student to the 
order of operations, the simplification of polynomials 
and radicals, the solution of quadratic equations, and 
the application of algebraic properties to problem-
solving and real-world applications. 
 

15015           Algebra I EOC Intervention 
Grade Level 
Prerequisites(s): Algebra 1 
Credit: 1 
 

Review the Algebra I concepts as an in-depth study of 
the beginning algebraic concepts and techniques used 
in solving for unknowns.  This course reviews with the 
student to the order of operations, the simplification of 
polynomials and radicals, the solution of quadratic 
equations, and the application of algebraic properties to 
problem-solving and real-world applications. 

15016       Algebraic Reasoning 
Grade Level 
Prerequisites(s): Algebra 1, Geometry, Algebra II 
Credit: 1 

The student uses mathematical processes to acquire and 
demonstrate mathematical understanding, connect 
finite differences or common ratios to attributes of 
functions, applies mathematical processes to 
understand the connections among representations of 
functions and combinations of functions and analyze 
and model data based on real-world situations with 
corresponding functions

15020                Geometry   
Grade Level: 9-11 
Prerequisites(s): Algebra I                                      
Credit: 1   
                                                         

Geometry is a survey of the fundamental theorems of 
plane and solid geometry with an emphasis on problem 
solving. 
 
 

15021                Geometry Pre-AP    
Grade Level: 9-10 
Prerequisites(s): Algebra I                                      
Credit: 1   
 

This course is designed for the college bound student 
who excels in mathematics. It will cover the same 
objectives as those in regular geometry but in greater 
depth and with more emphasis on proofs and 
applications to problem-solving. 
 

15022                Geometry EAGLE/Pre-AP    
Grade Level: 9 
Prerequisites(s): Met qualifications for Gifted and 
Talented Math Program                                        
Credit: 1   
                                        

This course is for students who have met the 
qualifications for the gifted and talented mathematics 
program for secondary students. Students will master 
the curriculum for geometry while participating in a 
class that recognizes and implements the techniques 
and strategies most successful in instructing gifted 
students. Students will have an opportunity to use skills 
of group interaction, self-directed study, and project 
conception and completion. 
 

15030                Mathematical Models with      
                         Applications    
Grade Level: 11 

The primary purpose of this course is to use 
mathematics as a tool to model real-world phenomena 
in science (biological, physical and social), money, 
finance, data, chance, patterns, design, music and art. 
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Prerequisites(s): Algebra I and Geometry (prior to 
Algebra II)                                        
Credit: 1   
                  

Through the use of various applications and interesting 
problem settings, this course should build on the 
mathematical background of the students yet stretch 
their knowledge toward topics studied in other math 
subjects such as Algebra, Geometry and Probability 
and Statistics. The mathematical content of this course 
is for a bridge between Algebra I and Geometry to 
Algebra II. 
 

15040                Algebra II      
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): Algebra I and 
Geometry                                       
Credit: 1   
                                                                   

This is a second course in algebra for the college bound 
student. Algebra II includes the study of more 
advanced algebraic concepts and techniques such as 
matrices, complex numbers, and logarithms as well as 
reinforcement of the basic skills introduced in Algebra 
I. 
 

15041                Algebra II Pre-AP   
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): Algebra I and 
Geometry                                        
Credit: 1   
                                                         

This is an accelerated second year algebra course 
which is designed for the college bound student who 
excels in mathematics and enjoys a challenge. Algebra 
II Pre-AP will cover the same objectives as those in 
regular Algebra II, but in greater depth and with more 
emphasis on applications to problem-solving. 
 

15042                Algebra II EAGLE/Pre-AP    
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): Algebra I, Met qualifications for 
Gifted and Talented Math 
Program                                        
Credit: 1   
                                        

This course is for students who have met the 
qualifications for the gifted and talented mathematics 
program for secondary students. The elements of 
Algebra II will be covered in- depth and at an 
accelerated pace. The instructor will use techniques and 
strategies most successful in instructing gifted students. 
Students will have an opportunity to use skills of group 
interaction, self-directed study, and project conception 
and completion. 
 

15047                Introduction to College Math
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): Algebra II and achieved college 
readiness standard on state testing 
Credit: 1   
 

This course is designed for students who have 
completed Algebra II but who need to strengthen their 
algebra skills before taking Pre-Calculus or AP 
Statistics. Students will extend their mathematical 
understanding beyond the Algebra II level. Students 
successfully completing this course will be encouraged 
to take and pass the CLEP exam for college Algebra 
credit. 
 

15050                Pre-Calculus              
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): Algebra II and 
Geometry                                        
Credit: 1   
 

Pre-Calculus includes the study of the behavior of 
functions and their graphs, trigonometry, polar 
coordinates, complex numbers, conic sections, vectors, 
and probability. Juniors who intend to take Calculus 
their senior year need to enroll in Pre-Calculus Pre-AP. 
 

15051                Pre-Calculus Pre-AP   
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): Algebra II Pre-AP and Geometry Pre-
AP                                       
Credit: 1  
                                                   

Pre-Calculus Pre-AP is designed for the student who 
excels in mathematics and who plans to take a calculus 
course the following year. It includes the study of such 
advanced mathematics topics as the behavior of 
functions and their graphs, trigonometry, polar 
coordinates, complex numbers, conic sections, vectors, 
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and probability. This course is the prerequisite for 
calculus. Cedar Valley Dual Credit may be earned for 
qualifying students. 
 

15060                Calculus AB AP   
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): Pre-Calculus Pre-
AP                                       
Credit: 1  
                                                             

Calculus is a course which introduces the student to 
both differential and integral calculus. The student will 
develop the derivative and integral formulas and will 
apply these formulas to both algebraic and 
transcendental functions and their applications. The 
content of this course is approximately the same as the 
first semester of college calculus. The student will be 
prepared to take the AB Advanced Placement test in 
calculus. 
 

15073                Statistics      
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): Pre-Calculus                                       
Credit: 1  
                                                                 

This course includes the study of probability functions, 
random variables, sample spaces, expectation 
estimation, hypothesis testing, and experimental 
design. Students will investigate the use of probability 
and statistical inference in a variety of scientific and 
business applications. This course is for nursing, 
psychology, sociology, education and other non math 
majors who will need a solid statistical background 
post-secondary. 
 

15070                Statistics AP     
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): Pre-Calculus                                       
Credit: 1  
                                                                 

This course includes the study of probability functions, 
random variables, sample spaces, expectation 
estimation, hypothesis testing, and experimental 
design. Students will investigate the use of probability 
and statistical inference in a variety of scientific and 
business applications. Students will be prepared to take 
the statistics AP exam. 
 

15071                Advanced Quantitative 
Reasoning     
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): Algebra II                                       
Credit: 1  
 

This course includes the analysis of information using 
statistical methods and probability, modeling change 
and mathematical relationships, and spatial and 
geometric modeling for mathematical reasoning. 
Students learn to become critical consumers of real-
world quantitative data, knowledgeable problem 
solvers who use logical reasoning, and mathematical 
thinkers who can use their quantitative skills to solve 
authentic problems. Students develop critical skills for 
success in college and careers, including investigation, 
research, collaboration, and both written and oral 
communication of their work, as they solve problems 
in many types of applied situations.  
 

15072         Elementary Statistical Methods:
                                 Dual Credit     
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): CMP or 
ECHS                                       
Credit: 1/2  
 

This course includes collection, analysis, presentation 
and interpretation of data, and probability. Analysis 
includes descriptive statistics, correlation and 
regression, confidence intervals and hypothesis testing. 
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0220350            Statistics Honors/AP -  CCN    
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): Pre-Calculus and Teacher 
Recommendation                                       
Credit: 1  
                                  

Advanced Placement Statistics is specifically designed 
to prepare students to take the Statistics Advanced 
Placement exam in May. The class is broken into three 
parts: Descriptive Statistics-Including organization of 
data, descriptive measures, data analysis, linear 
regression and correlation Probability, Random 
Variables, and Sampling Distributions-Including 
counting methods and probability, general probability 
distributions, Binomial, Geometric and Normal 
distributions, and Sampling distributions, Inferential 
Statistics, Including confidence intervals, sample size, 
margin of error, one-sample and two- sample 
hypothesis testing, population proportions, chi-squared 
goodness of fit tests, and one-way and two-way 
Analysis of Variance. Graphing calculators will be 
used extensively, though not exclusively. It is strongly 
recommended that each student have access to a 
graphing calculator. 
 

0212140            Calculus I Honors/AP – CCN  
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): Pre-Calculus Pre-AP and Teacher 
Recommendation                                       
Credit: 1  
                                  

Advanced Placement Calculus is specifically designed 
to prepare students to take the Calculus Advanced 
Placement exam in May. The class is broken into two 
parts: differential calculus and integral calculus. 
Concepts are developed theoretically and then used to 
solve specific problems often related to topics in 
physics. Graphing calculators will be used extensively, 
though not exclusively. It is strongly recommended that 
each student have access to a graphing calculator. 
 

0212170            Calculus II Honors/AP – CCN 
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): Calculus I Honors/AP and Teacher 
Recommendation                                       
Credit: 1  
                                  

Series Calculus deals with sequences, series, and 
properties of convergence. Special types of series 
including geometric, power, Taylor and Fourier will be 
studied as well as Taylor and Maclaurin Polynomials. 
Additional topics include vector arithmetic, derivatives 
and integrals of vector valued functions, Euler’s 
method and logistic differential equations, derivatives, 
integrals and applications of parametric and polar 
functions. Topics from linear algebra include using 
matrices and determinants to solve applications of 
systems of equations, Markov chains, Eigen values and 
eigenvectors. Graphing calculators are used throughout 
the course. Most demonstrations and applications will 
use the TI-83 and TI-84 systems. 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 

 
1. Students are required to complete two (2) semester of physical education for graduation purposes. 

 
2. No more than eight (8) semesters of athletics may be earned toward physical education credits and 

graduation. 
 
SEE YOUR SCHOOL COUNSELOR FOR CLARIFICATION REGARDING CREDITS. 
 

 
14040                Physical Education     
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): None                                       
Credit: ½ or 1  
                                                     

The student will be provided opportunities to analyze, 
review, and improve movement skills; learn skills and 
rules basic to proficient participation in physical 
recreation activities and individual, dual, or team 
sports.  The students will also be provided 
opportunities to participate in lifetime activities that 
may include: aerobics, archery, badminton, basketball, 
bowling, dance, golf, horseshoes, outdoor recreational 
activities, shuffleboard, softball, table tennis, tennis, 
volleyball and weight training. This is a one semester 
class which can be repeated. 
 

14047                Drill Team Prep   
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): None                                       
Credit: 1  
                                                            

This course is designed to help students prepare for 
high school drill team. Students will cover proper 
techniques for stretching, splits and kicks as well as 
different dance styles. 
 

14050                Aerobics 
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): None                                       
Credit: 1  
 

This course will include movements in social and 
popular dance, cardio and step. Students will 
demonstrate awareness of personal and general space 
moving to different directions, music and rhythm. 
 

14055                Boys Basketball Prep  
Grade Level: 9-11 
Prerequisites(s): None                                       
Credit: 1  
                                                    

This course is designed to help students prepare for the 
high school level basketball team. Students will cover 
the knowledge and fundamental skills for enjoyment 
and physical activity. 
 

14060                Weight 
Training                                                               
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): None                                       
Credit: ½  
 

This course will apply biomechanical principles, skill 
related fitness components and weight resistance 
training to improve agility, balance, power, speed and 
reaction time and coordination. 
 

 

Credit earned from Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps after P.E. substitution is completed will 
count as elective credit for up to a total of 4 credits on any graduation plan. 
 

11000                Junior Reserve Officer 
Training  
                         Corps I    

This course is designed to develop leadership and prepare 
students for a future as a responsible citizen, acquaint them with 
the organization of the Armed Forces, teach them weapon safety 
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Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): 
None                                       
Credit: 1  
                  

and marksmanship, basic drill, hygiene and first aid, map 
reading, and techniques of oral communication. Throughout the 
sequence, these goals are broadened to include teamwork, 
problem solving skills, leadership seminars, advanced drill and 
practical exercises in command, ceremonies, parades, military 
history, Senior JROTC, and service/career and/or training 
opportunities. Numerous field trips and extracurricular activities 
are available, and participation is encouraged. Uniforms will be 
issued at no expense to cadets. Wearing of uniforms at 
designated periods is mandatory (once per week). Ability to 
participate in physical fitness training is required. 
 

11020                Junior Reserve Officer 
Training  
                         Corps II 
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): Junior Reserve Officer 
Training Corps 
I                                                         
Credit: 1     
 

This class will continue what was learned in Junior Reserve 
Officer Training Corps I with increasing complexity.  
 

11030                Junior Reserve Officer 
Training  
                         Corps III 
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): Junior Reserve Officer 
Training Corps I and 
II                                                        
Credit: 1  
 

This class will continue what was learned in Junior Reserve 
Officer Training Corps I and II with increasing complexity.  
 

11040                Junior Reserve Officer 
Training  
                         Corps IV 
Grade Level: 12 
Prerequisites(s): Junior Reserve Officer 
Training Corps I, II, and 
III                                                        
Credit: 1  
 

This class will continue what was learned in Junior Reserve 
Officer Training Corps I, II, and III with increasing complexity.  
 

11045             Junior Reserve Officer 
Training  Corps Rifle 
Marksmanship 

Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): Junior Reserve Officer 
Training Corps 
I                                                       
Credit: 1  
                                                    

Rifle marksmanship is a continuation of the core JROTC 
curriculum with additional emphasis on preparation for 
competition and advanced shooting skills. Class size limited to 
20 cadets. 
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11035               Junior Reserve Officer 
Training Corps 
Command and Staff  

Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): Junior Reserve Officer 
Training Corps 
II                                                       
Credit: 1  
 

Command and Staff continues with the core curriculum and 
provides the senior leadership and planning staff for the cadet 
battalion. This course will focus on detailed long-range 
organizational planning, unit supervision and advanced 
leadership skills. This is a demanding course and will be limited 
to 15 cadets. 
 
 

 

INTERSCHOLASTIC COMPETITIVE SPORTS 
 
DeSoto High School offers UIL competition at the freshman, junior varsity, and varsity levels for boys in 
football, basketball, track, baseball, golf, soccer, tennis, cross country, swimming, power lifting, and 
wrestling. UIL competition for girls is offered in basketball, volleyball, softball, golf, tennis, track, cross 
country, swimming, soccer, and wrestling. (Athletes must be enrolled in a minimum of six (6) credit 
courses per semester to meet UIL eligibility requirements. Athletics may be one of the six courses.) 
Students participating in athletics must have a physical and provide proof of insurance. 
 
SEE YOUR SCHOOL COUNSELOR FOR CLARIFICATION REGARDING CREDITS.

 
 
BOYS’ ATHLETICS 
 

14100                Freshman Football   
Grade Level: 9 
Prerequisites(s): None                                                       
Credit: ½ - 1  
                                                       

UIL competition in football. 
 

14105                Sophomore Football      
Grade Level: 10 
Prerequisites(s): None                                                       
Credit: ½ - 1  
                                                  

UIL competition in football. 
 

14110                Junior and Senior Football      
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): None                                                       
Credit: ½ - 1  
                                      

UIL competition in football. 
 

14120                Freshman 
Basketball                                                       
Grade Level: 9 
Prerequisites(s): None                                                       
Credit: ½ - 1  
 

UIL competition for Freshmen in basketball.
 

14125                Sophomore Basketball     
Grade Level: 10 
Prerequisites(s): None                                                       
Credit: ½ - 1  
                                               

UIL competition in basketball. 
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14130                Junior and Senior 
Basketball                                         
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): None                                                       
Credit: ½ - 1  
 

UIL competition in basketball. 
 

14140                Freshman 
Baseball                                                           
Grade Level: 9 
Prerequisites(s): None                                                       
Credit: ½ - 1  
 

Preparation for UIL competition in baseball.
 

14145                Sophomore Baseball      
Grade Level: 10 
Prerequisites(s): None                                                       
Credit: ½ - 1  
                                                 

Preparation for UIL competition in baseball.
 

14150                   Junior and Senior 
Baseball                                             
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): None                                                       
Credit: ½ - 1  
 

Preparation for UIL competition in baseball.
 

14160                Track I
Grade Level: 9-10 
Prerequisites(s): None                                                       
Credit: 1  
 

UIL competition in track.
 

14165                Track II    
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): None                                                       
Credit: 1  
                                                                        

UIL competition in track.
 

14170                Soccer I        
Grade Level: 9-10 
Prerequisites(s): None                                                       
Credit: ½ - 1  
                                                                    

UIL competition in soccer.
 

14175                Soccer II       
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): None                                                       
Credit: ½ - 1  
                                                                    

UIL competition in soccer.
 

14180                Golf I      
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): None                                                       
Credit: ½ - 1  
                                                                          

UIL competition in golf. An application to try out for 
this program may be picked up in May in the 
Principal's Office at each school. Announcements 
will be made on each school campus. 
 

14185                Golf II      
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): None                                                       
Credit: ½ - 1  
                                                                         

UIL competition in golf. An application to try out for 
this program may be picked up in May in the 
Principal's Office at each school. 
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GIRLS’ ATHLETICS 
 

14200                Freshman Basketball         
Grade Level: 9 
Prerequisites(s): None                                                       
Credit: ½ - 1  
                                             

UIL competition for only Freshman girls in 
basketball.  
 

14205                Sophomore Basketball        
Grade Level: 10 
Prerequisites(s): None                                                       
Credit: ½ - 1  
                                            

UIL competition for only Sophomore girls in 
basketball.  
 

14210                Junior and Senior Basketball  
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): None                                                       
Credit: ½ - 1  
                                      

UIL competition in basketball for Junior and Senior 
girls. 
 

14220                Freshman 
Volleyball                                                        
Grade Level: 9 
Prerequisites(s): None                                                       
Credit: ½ - 1  
 

UIL competition for only Freshman girls in 
volleyball.  
 

14225                Sophomore 
Volleyball                                                     
Grade Level: 10 
Prerequisites(s): None                                                       
Credit: ½ - 1  
 

UIL competition for only Sophomore girls in 
volleyball. 
 

14230                Junior and Senior Volleyball 
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): None                                                       
Credit: ½ - 1  
                                        

UIL competition in volleyball for Junior and Senior 
girls. 
 

14240                Soccer I - Junior Varsity      
Grade Level: 9-10 
Prerequisites(s): None                                                       
Credit: ½ - 1  
                                          

UIL competition in soccer. This class is a 
requirement for every girl who wants to try out for 
the DeSoto High School JV and Varsity Girls’ 
Soccer Teams. 
 

14245                Soccer II - Varsity     
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): None                                                       
Credit: ½ - 1  
                                                       

UIL competition in soccer. This class is a 
requirement for every girl who wants to try out for 
the DeSoto High School Varsity Girls’ Soccer 
Team. 
 

14250                Track I   
Grade Level: 9-10 
Prerequisites(s): None                                                       
Credit: 1  
                                                                          

UIL competition in track for Freshman and 
Sophomore girls.  
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14255                Track II     
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): None                                                       
Credit: 1  
                                                                       

UIL competition in track for Junior and Senior 
girls.  
 

14260                Softball I      
Grade Level: 9-10 
Prerequisites(s): None                                                       
Credit: ½ - 1   
                                                                    

UIL competition in softball for girls.  
 

 
14265                Softball II   
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): None                                                       
Credit: ½ - 1   
                                                                      

 
UIL competition in softball for girls.  
 

 
CO-EDUCATIONAL ATHLETICS 
 

14300                Tennis I – Junior Varsity  
Grade Level: 9-10 
Prerequisites(s): None                                                       
Credit: ½ - 1  
                                                                                   
                 

UIL competition in tennis. An application to try 
out for this program may be picked up in May in 
the Principal's Office at each school. 
Announcements will be made on each school 
campus. 
 
 

14305                Tennis II – Varsity   
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): None                                                       
Credit: ½ - 1  
 

UIL competition in tennis. An application to try out 
for this program may be picked up in May in the 
Principal's Office. 
 

14310                Cross Country I    
Grade Level: 9-10 
Prerequisites(s): None                                                       
Credit: 1  
                                                            

UIL competition in cross country. 
 

14315                Cross Country II   
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): None                                                       
Credit: 1  
                                                           

UIL competition in cross country. 

14320                Swimming – Junior Varsity  
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): None                                                       
Credit: ½ - 1  
                                       

Junior Varsity swimming is a two semester course. 
You must be able to perform all four strokes and be 
able to swim the 100 yard freestyle in less than two 
minutes to be able to qualify for this course. 
Swimming is a competitive sport and will require 
after-school practice. 
 

14325                Swimming – Varsity   
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): None                                                       
Credit: 1  

Varsity swimming is a two semester course. You 
must be able to perform all four strokes and be able 
to swim the 100 yard freestyle in less than two 
minutes to be able to qualify for this course. 
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                                                    Swimming is a competitive sport and will require 
after-school practice. 
 

14000                Athletic Trainer/All Sports   
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): Application and 
Interview                                                      
Credit: 1  
                                         

Students will be lead from general foundations to 
specific concepts relative to injury prevention, 
evaluation, management, and rehabilitation of 
athletic injuries. Student Athletic Trainers directly 
assist the professional Athletic Trainers with practice 
and game coverage for all sports. Applications are 
available upon request from the Athletic Training 
Room in the High School field house. 
 

 
* Students should not sign up for the following courses at the time of registration. Sponsors will 

send the counselor’s lists of students selected for cheerleader and drill team after tryouts. 
However, students should note on their course selection sheets which courses should be dropped 
to make room for these extra-curricular groups. 

 
14330                Cheerleader 
JV*                                                                    
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): Selected via tryout 
process                                                     
Credit: 1  
 

This course provides an opportunity for preparation and 
execution of those activities involved in promoting 
school loyalty and school spirit. The course is taken for 
the fall and spring.  Students participating in 
cheerleading must have a physical and provide proof 
of insurance. 
 

14335                Cheerleader Var*      
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): Selected via tryout 
process                                                     
Credit: 1 
                                                              

This course provides an opportunity for preparation and 
execution of those activities involved in promoting 
school loyalty and school spirit. The course is taken for 
the fall and spring.  Students participating in 
cheerleading must have a physical and provide proof 
of insurance. 
 

14340                Drill Team/Dance*    
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): Entrance by 
Audition                                                     
Credit: 1 
                                                       

This course consists of the execution of dance steps in 
precision movements and the development of physical 
exercise to improve posture and coordination as well as 
developing self confidence. The course is taken for both 
semesters and meets daily but receives one credit. 
Students participating in Drill Team must have a 
physical and provide proof of insurance. 
 

14345                Freshman Dance Company*     
Grade Level: 9 
Prerequisites(s): Audition 
Only                                                     
Credit: 1 
                                     

This course will emphasize the major types of dance 
including ballet, jazz, and aerobics. The student will 
learn the fundamentals of each type and will gain 
experience in learning routines and choreography. The 
class will emphasize becoming aware of your body and 
developing physical fitness. A uniform and camp fee 
will be required. First semester Dance is required for 
second semester Dance. 
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SCIENCE 
 

All science courses are designed to be laboratory oriented. Students graduating on the Recommended or 
Distinguished programs must earn four science credits including Biology I, Chemistry I and Physics I. the 
fourth science class may be Integrated Physics & Chemistry (IPC) if successfully completed before both 
physics and chemistry. 
 
SEE YOUR SCHOOL COUNSELOR FOR CLARIFICATION REGARDING CREDITS.

 
 

18010                Integrated Physics and 
Chemistry                                 
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): None                                                       
Credit: 1  
 

This course is an introduction to science, including 
the study of force, energy, motion, chemistry, and 
the fundamentals of laboratory technique. 
 

18023                Biology  
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): None                                                       
Credit: 1 
 

Students will learn the fundamental principles of 
biology from the molecular, to cellular, to 
organisms. This will include studies of cell 
structure and function, genetics, evolution, a 
taxonomic survey of the kingdoms, micro-
organisms, plants, invertebrates, and human 
biology. 
Cedar Valley Dual Credit may be earned for 
qualifying students.

18020                Biology I 
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): None                                                       
Credit: 1  
 

Students will learn the fundamental principles of 
biology from the molecular, to cellular, to 
organisms. This will include studies of cell 
structure and function, genetics, evolution, a 
taxonomic survey of the kingdoms, micro-
organisms, plants, invertebrates, and human 
biology. 
 

18021                Biology I Pre-AP    
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): None                                                       
Credit: 1  
                                                         

Biology Pre-AP offers an in-depth study of living 
organisms through investigation and laboratory 
experimentation to provide a greater 
understanding to the student than in the regular 
first year course. 
 

18022                Biology I EAGLE/Pre-AP   
Grade Level: 9 
Prerequisites(s): Must have met Gifted/Talented 
requirements                                                     
Credit: 1  
                                           

EAGLE Biology I is aligned with the DeSoto 
ISD’s curriculum for talented and gifted learners. 
In this course, the same basic curriculum is 
covered as that of the Biology I Pre-AP course, 
only it is differentiated for the gifted learner’s 
needs.  More opportunities for creativity in 
learning exist, and the material is presented in a 
way in which the learner has a distinct influence 
upon the course assignment products. 
 

18060                Biology II AP   
Grade Level: 11-12 

This course will be presented on a college level 
using college texts. Topics covered will include 
biochemistry, genetics, development, evolution, 
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Prerequisites(s): Biology I or Biology I Pre-AP or 
Chemistry I or Chemistry I Pre-
AP                                                      
Credit: 1  
                                                                 

and taxonomy. Emphasis will be on molecular 
biology and will include all labs required for 
Advanced Placement. A great deal of independent 
reading will be required. The student will be 
prepared to take the Advanced Placement Test in 
Biology if he/she so desires. Cedar Valley Dual 
Credit may be earned for qualifying students. 
 

0305650            Biology – Honors/AP   
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): Chemistry I and concurrently enrolled in 
Biology Lab – Honors/AP                                                      
Credit: 1  
                                               

This course is typically taken after a year of high 
school biology AND chemistry. Designed to 
parallel college-level introductory biology 
courses, AP Biology stresses basic facts and their 
synthesis into major biological concepts and 
themes. Three general areas are covered: 
molecules and cells (including biological 
chemistry and energy transformation); genetics 
and evolution; and organisms and populations 
(i.e., taxonomy, plants, animals, and ecology). 
 

0305651            Biology Lab – Honors/AP   
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): Chemistry I and concurrently enrolled in 
Biology- Honors/AP                                                      
Credit: ½ 
                                       

This course is typically taken after a year of high 
school biology AND chemistry. Designed to 
parallel college-level introductory biology 
courses, AP Biology stresses basic facts and their 
synthesis into major biological concepts and 
themes. Three general areas are covered: 
molecules and cells (including biological 
chemistry and energy transformation); genetics 
and evolution; and organisms and populations 
(i.e., taxonomy, plants, animals, and ecology). 
 

18030                Chemistry I    
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): Algebra I                                                     
Credit: 1  
                                                                   

Chemistry introduces the study of matter and 
energy and how various forms of matter interact. 
Students will have the opportunity to learn about 
how matter changes, physical and chemical 
properties of elements and compounds, the 
arrangement of the periodic table, bonding , 
chemical reactions and equations, gas laws, 
solutions, acids and bases and more. Laboratory 
safety, procedures and experiments will be 
provided. Students will need a scientific calculator 
for this course. 
 

18031                Chemistry I Pre-AP     
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): Algebra II                                                     
Credit: 1  
                                                   

Chemistry I Pre-AP prepares the student for 
Chemistry II AP.  This is a college preparation 
course that covers more material and goes into 
greater depth than Chemistry I.  Students will 
study the properties and trends of the elements on 
the periodic table while incorporating 
mathematical applications and higher level 
analytical skills to various chemistry concepts. 
Students will do both qualitative and quantitative 
lab experiments throughout the year with an 
emphasis on safety.  Technology and the internet 
will be utilized through classroom experiences, 
homework, and research projects. Students will 
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have the opportunity to learn advanced principles 
and facts regarding scientific measurements and 
calculations; atoms, elements and the periodic 
table; formula compounds reactions, chemical 
equations and Stoichiometry gas laws; solutions; 
acids, bases and salts; titration; oxidation-
reduction reactions; organic and nuclear 
chemistry. Students will need a scientific 
calculator for this course. 
 

 

18032                Chemistry I EAGLE/Pre-AP    
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): Meet admission to Gifted and 
Talented                                                     
Credit: 1  
                                      

 
The Chemistry EAGLE is a Pre-AP equivalent 
course that prepares the student for Chemistry II 
AP while emphasizing the needs of the talented 
and gifted learner. Students will have the 
opportunity to learn advanced principles in 
modern chemistry while studying in-depth 
mathematical applications. This course is designed 
to provide chemistry students with both factual 
knowledge and high-level analytical skills. 
Chemistry I EAGLE/Pre-AP will have a strong 
focus on qualitative and quantitative laboratory 
work as well as independent research. Students 
will need a scientific calculator for this course. 
 

18050                Chemistry II AP   
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): Chemistry I or Chemistry I-Pre AP or 
Chemistry I EAGLE/Pre-
AP                                                     
Credit: 1  
                                                            

The student taking AP Chemistry will be required 
to do additional work on the following topics: 
crystals, nuclear chemistry, enthalpy, gas laws, 
thermodynamics, bonding theory, equilibrium, 
stoichiometry, kinetics, and electrochemistry. The 
course prepares the student to take the Advanced 
Placement Examination for possible college credit. 
 

18040                Physics I     
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): Geometry and Algebra II (may be taken 
concurrently)                                                   
Credit: 1  
                                                                       

This course is a mathematics applications course 
with laboratory oriented investigation into the 
fundamental principles of nature. Students will 
have an opportunity for in-depth study of 
mechanics (study of force, motion, and relation to 
energy changes) as well as thermodynamics, wave 
properties (both sound and light), electricity, 
magnetism, and atomic theory. Up to date 
information on the latest technological advances in 
superconductivity and related fields is also 
presented. 
 

18041                Physics I Pre-AP    
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): Geometry and Algebra II (may be taken 
concurrently)                                                   
Credit: 1  
                                                         

Physics Pre-AP is designed for students who have 
a high interest in science and are considering 
science as a major in college. This course will 
emphasize higher order thinking skills and 
applications of physics theory, and will be much 
more fast paced and in-depth than regular Physics 
I. First semester topics will cover mechanics 
(linear and circular/rotary motion and 
thermodynamics). Second semester topics include 
wave motion, optics, light theory, electrostatics, 
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electromagnetism, nuclear energy, and current 
physics research. All material will be followed up 
by lab exercises to allow for testing of theories as 
well as individual creativity and research. 
 

18042                Physics I EAGLE/Pre-AP   
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): Geometry  and must meet admission to 
Gifted and Talented Program                                                  
Credit: 1  
                                           

This course is aligned with the DeSoto ISD’s 
curriculum for the talented and gifted learners and 
is the same basic curriculum that is covered in 
Physics I Pre-AP, only it is differentiated toward 
the gifted learner’s needs.  This course will 
emphasize problem solving, higher order thinking 
skills, and applications of physics-based theory 
through the use of group investigation, project 
design and experimentation. This course utilizes a 
rigorous, fast-paced curriculum that is designed to 
give the student an in-depth understanding of the 
basic principles of physics. 
 

18043                AP Physics 1 
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): Students should have completed geometry 
and be concurrently taking Algebra II or an equivalent 
course.                                                   
Credit: 1  
 

AP Physics 2 is an algebra-based, introductory 
college-level physics course that explores topics 
such as Newtonian mechanics (including 
rotational motion); work, energy, and power; 
mechanical waves and sound; and introductory, 
simple circuits. Through inquiry-based learning, 
students will develop scientifically critical 
thinking and reasoning skills.  
 

18044                AP Physics 2 
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): One unit of high school science and 
Algebra I. To receive credit in science, students must meet 
the 40% laboratory and fieldwork 
requirement.                                                  
Credit: 1  
 

AP Physics 2 is an algebra-based, introductory 
college-level physics course. Students cultivate 
their understanding of Physics through inquiry-
based investigations as they explore topics such as 
fluid statics and dynamics; thermodynamics with 
kinetic theory; PV diagrams and probability; 
electrostatics; electrical circuits with capacitors; 
magnetic fields; electromagnetism; physical and 
geometric optics; and quantum, atomic, and 
nuclear physics. 
 

18070                Physics II AP   
Grade Level: 12 
Prerequisites(s): Physics I or Physics I Pre-AP or Physics I 
EAGLE/Pre-AP                                                   
Credit: 1  
                                                                 

This course is designed as a broad-based course 
covering topics in both classical and modern 
physics.  Utilizing extensive laboratory work, this 
course will provide a solid foundation for students 
who intend to pursue a college degree in science, 
pre-medicine or pre-dental. This course is 
designed to prepare the student to successfully 
take the College Board AP Physics Exam. 
 

18080                Environmental Science AP   
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): Two years of lab science (biology and 
chemistry recommended)                                                   
Credit: 1  
          

Environmental science is an interdisciplinary 
study of how nature works and how everything in 
the natural world is interconnected. This course is 
designed to be the equivalent of a one- semester 
introductory college course in environmental 
science. Students will have the opportunity to 
learn how all sciences relate to our environment 
and the interactions between humans and nature. 
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Students will address live environmental issues, 
problems and solutions in different areas of the 
world. These issues may include scientific, social, 
political and economic components. Students will 
also investigate ethical and moral issues along 
with risk analysis of current environmental topics. 
Students will gain an understanding of ecological 
principles basic to organisms interactions and the 
flow of matter and energy in ecosystems; 
sustainability, biodiversity and carrying capacity; 
weather and climate; terrestrial, aquatic and 
marine ecosystems; populations dynamics and 
growth; renewable and nonrenewable matter and 
energy resources; geology; air and water pollution; 
hazardous waste and evolution and extinction of 
organisms. Lab experiences in all sciences, both 
indoors and in our outdoor classroom will be 
conducted. Field trips are included. 

0320750           Environmental Science – 
                        Honors/AP - CCN   
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): Chemistry I and Teacher 
Approval                                                   
Credit: 1  
                                       

The AP Environmental Science course is designed 
to be the equivalent of a one-semester, 
introductory college course in environmental 
science. This course is designed to allow the 
student to explore the environmental issues facing 
today’s world through discussions, field 
investigations, and extensive lab work. The topics 
covered in AP Environmental Science are the 
atmosphere, earth science concepts, ecosystem 
structure and change, population biology, land and 
water use, energy resources, and consumption, 
pollution, and global change. 
 

18095                Earth and Space Science   
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): 3 units of science, one of which may be 
concurrent and 3 units of math, one of which may be 
concurrent                                                   
Credit: 1  
                                             

Earth and Space Science is designed for students 
who have a strong interest in science. In Earth and 
Space Science, students conduct classroom, 
laboratory and field investigations, use scientific 
methods during investigations and make informed 
decisions using critical thinking and scientific 
problem solving skills. Earth and Space Science 
builds on prior scientific knowledge and skills to 
provide high school students with an 
understanding of the Earth system and cycles in 
space and time. This course will apply and 
integrate the science concepts and principles 
learned in previous grades, examine authentic 
situations that extend beyond the boundaries of the 
classroom, engage in acquiring, processing, and 
analyzing scientific data, and build upon reading, 
writing, research, and quantitative skills learned in 
previous grades. Students study a variety of 
concepts that include Earth in space and time, 
solid Earth, and fluid Earth. This course will 
satisfy the 4 x 4 requirement. 
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SOCIAL STUDIES 
 
SEE YOUR SCHOOL COUNSELOR FOR CLARIFICATION REGARDING CREDITS.

 
 

19010                World Geography   
Grade Level: 9 
Prerequisites(s): None                                                       
Credit: 1  
                                            

This course is a study of the physical features of the 
earth and how they relate to current political, 
economic and social conditions. 
 

19011               World Geography Pre-AP     
Grade Level: 9 
Prerequisites(s): None                                                       
Credit: 1  
               
 
 
 

                                                  

This is an accelerated course which is designed for 
the college bound student who has exhibited 
superior achievement in past social studies courses. 
This course is an intense study of the cultural and 
physical features of the earth and the effects on the 
political, economic and historical development of 
countries. There will be an emphasis on critical 
thinking, research and writing in preparation for 
future Advance Placement courses. A summer 
reading assignment is part of this curriculum 

19012               World Geography EAGLE/Pre-AP
Grade Level: 9 
Prerequisites(s): Admission to the Gifted and Talented 
Program                                                     
Credit: 1  
 

This is an accelerated course which is designed for 
the college –bound student who has exhibited 
superior achievement in past social studies courses. 
This course is an intense study of the cultural and 
physical features of the earth and the effects on the 
political, economic and historical development of 
countries. There will be an emphasis on group 
projects, critical thinking and independent research. 
A summer reading assignment is part of this 
curriculum. 
 

19013               AP Human Geography
Grade Level: 9 
Prerequisites(s): None                                                    
Credit: 1  
 

The purpose of this course is to introduce students 
to the systematic study of patterns and processes 
that have shaped human understanding, use, and 
alteration of Earth’s surface. Students learn to 
employ spatial concepts and landscape analysis to 
examine human socioeconomic organization and its 
environmental consequences. Students also learn 
about the methods and tools geographers use in their 
research and applications.  
 

19020                World History   
Grade Level: 10 
Prerequisites(s): None                                                       
Credit: 1  
                                                               

This is a survey course of the history of the world 
with emphasis on ancient civilization, classical 
Greece and Rome, Eastern cultures, the Middle 
Ages, the Renaissance, World War I, World War II, 
and the post war period. 
 

19021                World History AP    
Grade Level: 10 
Prerequisites(s): None                                                       
Credit: 1  
                                                        

This is an accelerated course designed for the 
college bound student who excels in history and 
enjoys a challenge. Focused primarily on the past 
thousand years of the global experience, the course 
builds on an understanding of cultural, institutional, 
and technological precedents that, along with 
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geography, set the human stage prior to 1000 C.E. 
There will be increased emphasis on critical 
thinking, research, and writing in preparation for the 
AP World History exam. Enrollment in Pre-AP 
English II is strongly recommended. A summer 
reading list is part of this curriculum. 
 

19022                World History EAGLE/AP  
Grade Level: 10 
Prerequisites(s): Meet Admission Requirements for Gifted 
and Talented                                                       
Credit: 1  
                                          

This course is for tenth grade students who have 
applied, qualified and been accepted into the gifted 
and talented program for secondary students. The 
students will focus primarily on the past thousand 
years of the global experience, based on an 
understanding of cultural, institutional, and 
technological precedents that, along with 
geography, set the human stage prior to 1000 C.E. 
There will be emphasis on critical thinking, 
research, and writing in preparation for the AP 
World History exam along with the opportunity for 
group interaction and creative presentations.

19030                United States History  
Grade Level: 11 
Prerequisites(s): None                                                       
Credit: 1  
                                                    

This course is a survey of United States history 
from 1865 to present with an emphasis on domestic 
and foreign affairs. It includes such topics as 
westward expansion, industrial development and the 
wars of this period, the rise of politics, civil rights, 
and the relationship of these events on current 
American society. 
 

19031                United States History AP    
Grade Level: 11 
Prerequisites(s): None                                                       
Credit: 1 
                                           

This is a college level course. It is a survey of U. S. 
History from the age of exploration to the present, 
with special emphasis placed on critical and 
evaluative thinking skills, essay writing, and 
interpretation of original and secondary documents. 
Preparation for the Advanced Placement exam in U. 
S. History will be part of the curriculum. Writing 
skills acquired in English Pre-AP and AP classes 
will be utilized in this course. Cedar Valley Dual 
Credit may be earned for qualifying students. 
 

19032                United States History 
                                        EAGLE/AP 
Grade Level: 11 
Prerequisites(s): Must meet requirements for Gifted and 
Talented Program                                                     
Credit: 1 
                                

This college level course, which is preparation for 
the AP U.S. History exam, is a comprehensive 
survey from pre-Columbian times to the present 
using a standard college textbook. The course is 
designed to provide gifted students with the factual 
knowledge and analytical skills necessary to deal 
critically with the problems and materials in United 
States history. Students are expected to develop 
their skills in essay writing, interpretation of 
historical documents, and effective verbal 
communication. 

19033                1301 History: US History from
                         1877 to Present Day (Dual  
                                                                Credit) 
Grade Level: 11 
Prerequisites(s): Human Geography, World 
History                                                     

This course covers major themes such as the post-
Civil War period, western expansion, industrial 
growth of the nation and its effects, immigration 
and urban discontent and attempts at reform, World 
War I, the Roaring Twenties, social and 
governmental changes of the thirties, World War II 
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Credit: 1 
 

and its consequences, the growth of the federal 
government, social upheaval in the sixties and 
seventies, and recent trends in conservatism, 
globalization, and cultural diversity.  
 

19034                Government 2305- Federal
                         Government: Dual Credit 
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): CMP or ECHS 
Credit: ½  
 

This is an in-depth study of the federal government. 
This course covers the origin and development of 
the U.S. Constitution, structure and powers of the 
national government including the legislative, 
executive, and judicial branches, federalism, 
political participation, the national election process, 
public policy, civil liberties and civil rights.  
 

19035                Government 2306- Texas
                         Government: Dual Credit 
Grade Level: 12 
Prerequisites(s): CMP or ECHS 
Credit: ½  
 

This is an in-depth study of the unique 
governmental system of Texas. Origin and 
development of the Texas constitution, structure, 
and powers of state and local government, 
federalism and intergovernmental relations, political 
participation, the election process, public policy, 
and the political culture of Texas will be studied. 
 

19040                United States Government   
Grade Level: 12 
Prerequisites(s): None                                                       
Credit: ½  
                                          

This course is an intense study of the organization 
and operation of the national, state and local 
governments, highlighted by the examination of 
current political issues. 
 

19041                United States Government AP    
Grade Level: 12 
Prerequisites(s): None                                                       
Credit: ½  
                                   

This college level course is designed to prepare 
students for the Advanced Placement United States 
Government and Politics exam as well as learning 
other elements of government, including state and 
local government. Students will engage in timed 
writings using AP format, current event awareness 
activities, large and small group discussions, and 
analysis of political essays. Writing skills required 
in English Pre-AP and AP classes will be utilized. 
Cedar Valley Dual Credit may be earned for 
qualifying students. 
 

19042/19052    United States            
                         Government/Economics        
                         EAGLE/AP   
Grade Level: 12 
Prerequisites(s): Must meet admission requirements for 
Gifted and Talented                                                       
Credit: 1 
                                                                              

This course is for twelfth grade students who have 
applied, qualified and been accepted into the gifted 
and talented social studies program for secondary 
students. Students will take an active role in 
identifying the fundamentals and analyzing the 
functions of government and the basics of 
economics as well as the workings of the free 
enterprise system. Students will have the 
opportunity to implement their research, participate 
in group interaction and further develop 
independent study skills by identifying and offering 
plausible solutions to current political and economic 
problems. Students will prepare for the Advanced 
Placement exams in U. S. Government and 
Macroeconomics. 
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19043                Special Topics in Social Studies: 
                         Historiography 
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): None                                                     
Credit: 1/2  
 

This study will offer serious students of history a 
chance to learn about the research approach used by 
historians. This course will require the completion 
of an advanced project at the end of the semester. It 
will also support those students who are college 
bound, as much of their studies in higher education 
is research based.  
 

19044                Special Topics in Social Studies: 
                         Hispanic History 
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): None                                                     
Credit: 1/2 
 

This course is designed to allow students to study 
the richness of the Hispanic culture in the Western 
Hemisphere. It focuses on the growth of the unique 
Spanish culture and how it developed in the New 
World. It will increase student’s understanding of 
the conflicts of the 21st century. 
 
 

19045                Special Topics in Social Studies: 
                         African History 
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): None                                                     
Credit: 1/2 
 

This course is designed to expose students to the 
growing influence of the African continent to the 
issues and challenges of this little understood 
continent in the development of the 21st century. The 
Afrocentric study will enrich students understanding 
of the global conflicts the world is currently 
experiencing.  
 

19046                Special Topics in Social Studies: 
                         American Citizenship 
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): None                                                     
Credit: ½   
 

This course will offer students an in-depth study of 
the rights and responsibilities of United States 
citizens. It will encompass a focus on community 
service.  

19075                Humanities 
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): none                                                     
Credit:1/2 
 

This course will offer students an in-depth study of 
human value choices presented through the context 
of the humanities. Universal concerns are explored, 
such as a person's relationship to self and to others 
and the search for meaning. The human as a loving, 
believing and hating being is also studied. Emphasis 
is on the human as seen by artists, playwrights, film 
makers, musicians, dancers, philosophers, and 
theologians. The commonality of human experience 
across cultures and the premises for value choices 
are also stressed. 

19050                Economics 
Grade Level: 12 
Prerequisites(s): None                                                      
Credit: ½ 
 

This course is a study of the American free 
enterprise system with an emphasis on economic 
organization, the forces of supply and demand, the 
market place, the Federal Reserve, taxation, money 
and banking, monetary and fiscal policy, and 
international economic relationships. Current 
economic problems are examined. 
 

19051                Economics AP   
Grade Level: 12 
Prerequisites(s): None                                                      
Credit: ½  

This course, which is preparation for the AP 
Macroeconomics exam, is an accelerated study of 
the principles of economics that apply to an 
economic system as a whole. The course places 
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                                                               particular emphasis on the study of national income 
and price determination, measures of economic 
performance, economic growth with the emphasis 
on the impacts of monetary and fiscal policies, and 
international economics. The course uses a standard 
college textbook. Writing skills acquired in English 
Pre-AP and AP classes will be utilized in this 
course. 
 

19060                Psychology 
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): None                                                      
Credit: ½  
 

It is the aim of psychology to educate students on 
individual human behavior and development with 
the goal of enabling them to better cope with day-
to-day pressures and problems. Basic principles of 
human behavior will be studied with emphasis on 
theories of human behavior, terminology, 
development of personality and abnormal behavior. 
 

19061                Psychology AP    
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): None                                                      
Credit: ½ 
                                                              

This is a college level course. The purpose of AP 
Psychology is to introduce students to the 
systematic and scientific study of the behavior and 
mental process of human beings. Students are 
exposed to the psychological facts, principles, and 
phenomena associated with each of the major 
subfields within psychology. They also learn the 
methods psychologists use in their science and 
practice. Preparation for the AP exam in Psychology 
will be part of the curriculum. 

19070                Sociology 
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): None                                                      
Credit: ½  
 
                                                             

This course takes a look at people and their cultures. 
It is an opportunity for the student to see that what 
is expected in one culture or sub-culture may be 
totally different in another. Similarities and 
differences of cultures and sub-cultures will be 
examined. 

19080                Bible Literacy  
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): Knowledge of bible content, characters, 
poetry, and narratives                                                     
Credit: ½  
 

This elective course covers the Old Testament and 
New Testament and their impact. Students will 
understand how both the Old and New Testaments 
influence contemporary law, history, government, 
literature, art, music, customs, morals/values, and 
culture. The course will remain neutral and 
accommodate the diverse religious views, traditions, 
and perspectives of students. 
 

19090                Special Topics in Social Studies:  
                        African American History           
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): None                                                     
Credit: ½  
                                          

This elective course is designed to provide students 
with an understanding and deeper appreciation of 
the African American experience in the United 
States. The course will focus on major political, 
economic, religious, social, intellectual and artistic 
issues.  Some outside reading and research may be 
required. This elective course will not meet state 
graduation requirements for United States 
History. 
 

0405650            European History – Honors/AP      
                                                            CCN

This year-long class is designed to provide the 
student with an in-depth learning experience 
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Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): Teacher 
Recommendation                                                     
Credit: ½  
                    

comparable to a college-level European History or 
Western Civilization class. The class will 
concentrate on the time period from the Renaissance 
to the present day. Students will be familiarized 
with earlier periods of European history through a 
summer reading assignment. The class will utilize 
lectures, discussions, individual research, and 
extensive work with original sources to explore 
political, social, economic, and cultural 
developments in Europe since 1450. Students 
should be ready to complete large amounts of 
reading and writing outside of class and need to be 
able to work with a college-level textbook. 
 

19201                AP Seminar (Capstone)
Grade Level: 10-11 
Prerequisites(s): None                                                     
Credit: 1 
 

AP Seminar is a foundational course that aims to 
equip students with the power to analyze and 
evaluate information with accuracy and precision in 
order to craft and communicate evidence-based 
arguments. 

19202                AP Research (AP Capstone)
Grade Level: 10-11 
Prerequisites(s): None                                                     
Credit: 1 
 

Students will design, plan, and conduct a year-long 
mentored, research-based investigation. They will 
apply research methods and practices to address a 
real-world topic selected by the student. They will 
write a college-level research paper, present and 
orally defend the findings and research 
methodology. 
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ONLINE COURSE OFFERINGS 
 

Business Information Management 
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): 
None                                                     
Credit: 1 
 

Business Information Management (BIM) gives students a working 
knowledge of technology and prepares them to be proficient in 
business applications using Microsoft Office 2013. Students will 
develop word processing, spreadsheet, presentation and database 
skills.  

World Geography 
Grade Level: 9 
Prerequisites(s): 
None                                                     
Credit: 1 
 

This course is a study of the physical features of the earth and how 
they relate to current political, economic and social conditions. 

Touch Data Systems 
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): 
None                                                     
Credit: 1 
 

This course is designed for all students to acquire touch keyboarding 
skills and develop both speed and accuracy. Students will enhance 
reading, writing, computing, communication, and reasoning skills and 
apply them to the business environment. Students will be able to 
format tables, letters, and MLA reports and develop critical file 
management techniques. 

Art Application 
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): 
None                                                     
Credit: 1 
 

As an introductory course students practice skills, explore historical 
and cultural relevance, gain an understanding of creative expression 
and learn to respond and evaluate artwork through close observation 
using critical thinking. 

Economics 
Grade Level: 12 
Prerequisites(s): 
None                                                     
Credit: 1 
 

This course is a study of the American free enterprise system with an 
emphasis on economic organization, the forces of supply and demand, 
the market place, the Federal Reserve, taxation, money and banking, 
monetary and fiscal policy, and international economic relationships. 
Current economic problems are examined. 

US Government 
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): 
None                                                     
Credit: 1 

The course will analyze the political institutions, processes, and civic 
values inherent in our political system and provide students the 
opportunity to develop and apply the participatory skills needed to 
carry out civic responsibilities and exercise their rights as citizens. It 
will also provide students the opportunity to analyze and compare 
political institutions, processes, and civic values of the United States 
with those of other political systems as well as opportunities to 
develop appropriate democratic values and support for the American 
free enterprise system.
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SPECIAL EDUCATION/CONTENT MASTERY 
 
The Content Mastery Program is designed to assist identified learning disabled students to achieve their 
maximum potential in mainstream courses. The center utilizes tutorial and compensatory strategies 
dependent on students’ needs and profiles. Students are eligible for CM as determined by an ARD 
committee. 

 
Special Education – English  

1. All students must successfully complete a four year program of English to meet minimum 
graduation requirements. 

2. English courses must be taken in sequence only. 
3. Reading material in English courses will be on     appropriate reading level. 

 
SEE YOUR SCHOOL COUNSELOR FOR CLARIFICATION REGARDING CREDITS.

 
 

10100                English 
Communications I    
Grade Level: 9 
Prerequisites(s): ARD 
Placement                                               
Credit: 1  
                                          

English Communications I is a fusion of composition, literature, 
language and reading designed to further skills in these areas. 
Composition instruction stresses the process approach. Literature 
instruction includes short fiction works, poetry, drama, nonfiction, 
and novels. Language study includes grammar, usage, and 
vocabulary development on appropriate reading level. 
 

10110                English 
Communications II   
Grade Level: 10 
Prerequisites(s): ARD 
Placement                                               
Credit: 1  
                                          

English Communications II continues to stress the coordination of 
literature, composition, language, and reading. Writing instruction 
will focus on compositions about current events and literature. 
Documentation procedures will be taught. Students will read short 
stories, essays, poetry, novellas, novels, and drama, with an 
emphasis on the criteria needed to judge the worth of a piece of 
literature. Language study will emphasize grammar, usage, style, 
and vocabulary development on appropriate reading level. 
 

10115                English 
Communications III   
Grade Level: 11 
Prerequisites(s): ARD 
Placement                                               
Credit: 1  
                                        

English Communications III is a fusion of composition, literature, 
language, and reading designed to further skills in these areas. 
Literature instruction will focus on American works and authors in 
all the genres. The student will be taught the process of initiating a 
research project, doing the actual research, and preparing a typed, 
documented paper on appropriate reading level. 
 

10120                English 
Communications IV      
Grade Level: 12 
Prerequisites(s): ARD 
Placement                                               
Credit: 1  
   
 

                                  

English Communications IV focuses on skills needed for junior 
college, college and the business world. Students will write using a 
variety of purposes with emphasis on structure, style, and 
addressing a specified audience. The history of the English language 
and British literature including novels, essays, plays, and poems will 
be studied on appropriate reading level. 
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Special Education – Math  
1. All students must successfully complete a three year program of math to meet minimum 

graduation requirements. 
2. Math material will be on an appropriate level with encouragement placed on advancing to a higher 

math if skills are commensurate. 
 

10125                Algebra I Concepts    
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): ARD 
Placement                                               
Credit: 1  
                                                      

Algebra I Concepts places emphasis on beginning 
algebraic concepts and techniques used in solving for 
unknowns.  This course introduces the student to the order 
of operations, the simplification of polynomials and 
radicals, the solution of quadratic equations, and the 
application of algebraic properties to problem solving. This 
class allows for the extensive use of hands-on 
manipulative, computer lab practice, and real-world 
applications in algebra. 
 

10130                Geometry Fundamentals   
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): ARD 
Placement                                               
Credit: 1  
                                             

Geometry Fundamentals is a survey of the basic 
fundamental theorems of plane and solid geometry with an 
emphasis on problem solving. This class allows for the 
extensive use of hands-on manipulative, computer lab 
practice, and real-world applications in geometry. 
 

10135                Fundamental Math Models  
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): ARD 
Placement                                               
Credit: 1  
                                          

The purpose of this course is for students to work on skills 
necessary for STAAR mastery, including test-taking skills 
and strategies. Students will use mathematical models to 
solve real- life applied problems involving money, data, 
chance, patterns, and designs. 
 

10140                 Algebra II 
Concepts                                                

Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): ARD 
Placement                                               
Credit: 1  
 

This is the second course in Algebra. Algebra II includes 
the study of more advanced algebraic concepts and 
techniques as well as reinforcement of the basic skills 
introduced in Algebra I. Students will work on skills 
necessary for STAAR mastery. 
 

10145                Basic Web Mastery  
Grade Level: 12 
Prerequisites(s): ARD 
Placement                                               
Credit: 1  
                                               

This course is designed to meet the technology requirement 
for special education students. Students will learn 
terminology, Internet protocol, how to access and analyze 
all types of Internet data and create a web-site. 
 

10150                Personal Marketing     
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): ARD 
Placement                                               
Credit: 1  
                                          

Personal Marketing places an emphasis on time 
management, goal setting, perception training, 
organizational skills and ranking your priorities utilizing 
independent skills. 
 

10155                Applied Study Skills   
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): ARD 
Placement                                               
Credit: 1  
                                           

This elective course will be a support class for PASS 
inclusion students. It will provide the instruction and the 
practice of social skills, time management, organizational 
skills, and problem solving. 
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10160                Reading Improvement 
Strategies  
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): ARD 
Placement                                               
Credit: 1  
       
                

This elective course will emphasize developmental reading 
strategies. It is designed for the student reading below high 
school level. Emphasis will be placed on word attack skills, 
phonetic analysis, vocabulary development, reading 
comprehension and study skills. 
 

 
SPECIAL EDUCATION/VAC 
 
 
The Vocational Experience is a two year work-study component of Secondary Special Education 
Services. VAC is designed to meet the needs of those students who require special assistance in gaining 
employability and self-help skills. The curriculum of this program provides a sequential course of study 
in which learning experiences promote personal and social adjustment in the acquisition of information, 
skills, and attitudes needed for a life of work and independence. This course is designed as an alternative 
graduation option emphasizing employability skills. When the student satisfactorily completes 
requirements for graduation as specified in the Individual Education Plan as well as successful 
employment for six months during the senior year, a high school diploma is awarded. 
 
SEE YOUR SCHOOL COUNSELOR FOR CLARIFICATION REGARDING CREDITS.

 
 

10165                Occupational Preparation 
I      
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): ARD 
Placement                                               
Credit: 1  
                             

This course is designed to prepare the resource student for 
independence, understanding and eventual integration into the 
community workplace. The self-help and employability concepts 
included are those recommended by the Texas Education Agency. 
 

10170                Occupational Preparation 
II     
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): ARD 
Placement                                               
Credit: 1  
                            

This course is designed to prepare the resource student for 
independence, understanding and eventual integration into the 
community workplace. The self-help and employability concepts 
included are those recommended by the Texas Education Agency. 
 

10175                Vocational Experience I      
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): ARD 
Placement                                               
Credit: 3  
                                  

This course provides introductory job-readiness skills to aid the 
student with supervised on-the-job training. The student may earn 
3 credits by working a minimum of 15 hours per week in 
community placements. P.E. credit may be waived. 
 

10180                Vocational Experience II   
Grade Level: 12 
Prerequisites(s): ARD 
Placement                                               
Credit: 3  
                                   

This is the second year of supervised on-the-job training for work 
adjustment. Three credits may be earned by working a minimum 
of 15 hours of work per week. P.E. credit may be waived. 
 

10185                Vocational Development 
VII      

This course is a continuation of Personal Marketing I based on 
individual student progress and student IEPs. 
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Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): ARD 
Placement                                               
Credit: 1  
                               

 

10190               Vocational Development 
VIII      
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): ARD 
Placement                                               
Credit: 1  
                                

This course is a continuation of Personal Marketing I or 
Vocational Development VII based on individual student progress 
and student IEPs. 
 

 

SPECIAL EDUCATION/LIFE SKILLS 

 
 
The Life Skills Program serves students whose Individual Educational Plans indicate a need for an 
alternate curriculum. The course of study in the alternate curriculum consists of individualized 
sequential skill development in functional academics, community citizenship, independent living, 
personal-social adjustment, recreation/leisure skills, adapted physical education, and pre-vocational 
training. 
 
SEE YOUR SCHOOL COUNSELOR FOR CLARIFICATION REGARDING CREDITS.

 
 

10302                 English I Applied    
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): ARD Placement                                               
Credit: 1  
                                                         

 

10307                English II Applied      
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): ARD Placement                                               
Credit: 1  
                                                     

 

10312                English III Applied   
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): ARD Placement                                               
Credit: 1  
                                                      

 

10292                Algebra I Applied      
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): ARD Placement                                               
Credit: 1  
                                                      

 

10297                Geometry Applied  
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): ARD Placement                                               
Credit: 1  
                                                          

 

10212                  Biology Applied      
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Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): ARD Placement                                               
Credit: 1                                                             
10222                World Geography Applied    
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): ARD Placement                                               
Credit: 1  
 

 

10227                World History Applied   
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): ARD Placement                                               
Credit: 1  
                                                                                        

 

10232                US History Applied    
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): ARD Placement                                               
Credit: 1  
                                               

 

10200                Science V Applied   
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): ARD Placement                                               
Credit: 1  
                                                 

This course focuses on the acquisition of 
skills relating to meal preparation, clothing 
care, housekeeping, calendar, plant and 
animal life, temperature and body parts. 
This class is offered according to students’ 
needs for credit and gives science credit for 
graduation. 
 

10205                Science VI Applied   
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): ARD Placement                                               
Credit: 1  
                                                        

This course provides continuation of the 
curriculum for Applied Science V 
according to individual student progress 
and individual IEPs. This course is offered 
according to students’ need for credit and 
gives science credit for graduation. 
 

10210                Science VII Applied   
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): ARD Placement                                               
Credit: 1  
                                                     

 

10215                Science VIII Applied  
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): ARD Placement                                               
Credit: 1  
                                                     

 

10220                Community Citizenship V        
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): ARD Placement                                               
Credit: 1  
                                      

This course places emphasis on personal 
independence, school and local community 
awareness, socialization, personal behavior 
and family life. This class is offered 
according to students’ needs for credit and 
gives social studies credit for graduation. 
 

10225                Community Citizenship VI    
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): ARD Placement                                              

This course provides continuation of the 
curriculum for Community Citizenship V 
according to individual student progress 
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Credit: 1  
                                        

and individual IEPs. This course is offered 
according to students’ needs for credit and 
gives social studies credit for graduation. 
 

10230                Community Citizenship VII   
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): ARD Placement                                               
Credit: 1  
                                        

This course provides continuation of the 
curriculum for Community Citizenship V 
and VI according to individual student 
progress and individual IEPs. This course 
is offered according to students’ needs for 
credit and gives social studies credit for 
graduation. 
 

10235                Community Citizenship VIII 
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): ARD Placement                                               
Credit: 1  
                                        

This course provides continuation of the 
curriculum for Community Citizenship V, 
VI, and VII according to individual student 
progress and individual IEPs. This course 
is offered according to students’ needs for 
credits and gives social studies credit for 
graduation.

10240                Personal and Social Skills V 
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): ARD Placement                                               
Credit: 1  
                                          

This course exposes students to an 
understanding of personal hygiene, 
grooming, table manners, school-
community mobility and safety. 
 

10245                Personal and Social Skills VI   
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): ARD Placement                                               
Credit: 1  
                                      

This course introduces personal-social 
adjustment skills needed for successful 
integration into the family, school, and 
community. 
 

10250                Personal and Social Skills VII  
Grade Level: 9-12+ 
Prerequisites(s): ARD Placement                                               
Credit: 1  
                                     

This course stresses getting along with 
others, cooperation, peer relationships, and 
employer/employee relationships. This 
course may take place at the DeSoto High 
School Campus or the Cedar Valley 
College Campus. 
 

10255                Personal and Social Skills VIII 
Grade Level: 9-12+ 
Prerequisites(s): ARD Placement                                               
Credit: 1  
                                     

Students will continue the curriculum for 
Personal and Social Skills V, VI, and VII 
based on individual student progress and 
individual IEPs. This course may take 
place at the DeSoto High School Campus 
or the Cedar Valley College Campus. 
 

10260                Community Consumer 
                         Economics V       
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): ARD Placement                                               
Credit: 1  
 

This course is designed to develop an 
awareness of the local community focusing 
on use of money in real-life situations, i.e. 
grocery store, restaurants, recreational 
centers, post office, banks, etc. 
 

10265                Community Consumer
                         Economics VI    
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): ARD Placement                                               
Credit: 1  

This course is designed to continue the 
curriculum for Community Consumer 
Economics V according to individual 
student progress and individual student 
IEPs. 
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10270                Community Consumer 
                         Economics VII    
Grade Level: 9-12+ 
Prerequisites(s): ARD Placement                                               
Credit: 1  
                      

This course is designed to continue the 
curriculum for Community Consumer 
Economics V and VI according to 
individual student progress and individual 
student IEPs. This course may take place at 
the DeSoto High School Campus or the 
Cedar Valley College Campus. 
 

10275                Community Consumer 
                         Economics VIII       
Grade Level: 9-12+ 
Prerequisites(s): ARD Placement                                               
Credit: 1  
                 

This course is designed to continue the 
curriculum for Community Consumer 
Economics V, VI, and VII according to 
individual student progress and individual 
student IEPs. It may take place at the 
DeSoto High School Campus or Cedar 
Valley College Campus. 
 

10280                Math V Applied  
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): ARD Placement                                               
Credit: 1  
                                                              

This course provides instruction 
emphasizing functional math skills 
centered around calendar skills, time, 
money identification, use of calculators, 
personal schedules, numeration, 
measurement and simple math operations. 
 

10285                Math VI Applied  
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): ARD Placement                                               
Credit: 1  
                                                            

This course provides continuation of the 
curriculum for applied Math V based on 
individual student progress and 
goals/objectives of individual student IEPs. 
 

10290                Math VII Applied      
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): ARD Placement                                               
Credit: 1  
                                                      

This course provides continuation of the 
curriculum for Applied Math V and VI 
based on individual student progress and 
goal/objectives of individual student IEPs. 
 

10295                Math VIII 
Applied                                                           
Grade Level: 9-12+ 
Prerequisites(s): ARD Placement                                               
Credit: 1  
 

This course provides continuation of the 
curriculum for Applied Math V, VI and VII 
based on individual student progress and 
goals/objectives of individual student IEPs. 
It may take place at the DeSoto High 
School Campus or the Cedar Valley 
College Campus. 
 

10300                English Communications V   
Grade Level: 9 
Prerequisites(s): ARD Placement                                               
Credit: 1  
                                        
 

Functional reading/writing skills, sight 
words, object/picture communication, 
survival and vocational communication 
skills and listening comprehension are 
emphasized. Basic computer literacy, 
including assistive technology, are included 
and built sequentially on an appropriate 
functional level. 
 

10305                English Communications VI  
Grade Level: 10 
Prerequisites(s): ARD Placement                                              

This course is a continuation of functional 
reading/writing skills based on individual 
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Credit: 1  
                                        

student progress and goals/objectives of 
individual student IEPs. 
 

10310                English Communications 
VII                                         
Grade Level: 11 
Prerequisites(s): ARD Placement                                               
Credit: 1  
 

This course is a continuation of functional 
reading/writing skills based on individual 
student progress and goals/objectives of 
individual student IEPs. 
 

10315                English Communications 
VIII                                        
Grade Level: 12 
Prerequisites(s): ARD Placement                                               
Credit: 1  
 

This course is a continuation of functional 
reading/writing skills based on individual 
student progress and goals/objectives of 
individual student IEPs. 
 

10320                Personal Health Hygiene V   
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): ARD Placement                                               
Credit: 1  
                                         

Functional academics are emphasized, 
focusing on human growth and 
development, interpersonal relationships, 
physical fitness, self-concept and social 
development. 
 

10325                Personal Health Hygiene Vi 
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): ARD Placement                                               
Credit: 1  
   

This course is a continuation of the 
curriculum of Personal Health Hygiene V 
based on individual student progress and 
individual goals/objectives of individual 
student IEPs. 
 

10330                Personal Health Hygiene VII     
Grade Level: 9-12+ 
Prerequisites(s): ARD Placement                                               
Credit: 1  
                                    

This course is a continuation of the 
curriculum of Personal Health Hygiene V 
and VI based on individual student 
progress and individual goals/objectives of 
individual student IEPs. This course could 
take place at the DeSoto High School 
Campus or the Cedar Valley College 
Campus.  
 

10335                Personal Health Hygiene VIII 
Grade Level: 9-12+ 
Prerequisites(s): ARD Placement                                               
Credit: 1                                        

This course is a continuation of the 
curriculum of Personal Health Hygiene V, 
VI, and VII based on individual student 
progress and individual goals/objectives of 
individual student IEPs. This course could 
take place at the DeSoto High School 
Campus or the Cedar Valley College 
Campus.  
 

10340                Recreation and Leisure V     
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): ARD Placement                                               
Credit: 1  
                                         

Students will participate in life-time leisure 
activities including individual and group 
games, making appropriate choices, 
developing appropriate social interactions 
and using equipment safely. This course 
could be used for PE credit for graduation. 
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10345                Recreation and Leisure VI   
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): ARD Placement                                               
Credit: 1  
                                          

This course is a continuation of Recreation 
and Leisure V based on individual student 
performance and individual student IEPs. 
 

10350                Recreation and Leisure VII  
Grade Level: 9-12+ 
Prerequisites(s): ARD Placement                                               
Credit: 1  
                                         

This course is a continuation of Recreation 
and Leisure V and VI based on individual 
student performance and individual student 
IEPs. This course may take place at the 
DeSoto High School Campus or the Cedar 
Valley College Campus. 
 

10355                Recreation and Leisure VIII     
Grade Level: 9-12+ 
Prerequisites(s): ARD Placement                                               
Credit: 1                                       

This course is a continuation of Recreation 
and Leisure V, VI, and VII based on 
individual student performances and 
individual student IEPs. This course may 
take place at the DeSoto High School 
Campus or the Cedar Valley College 
Campus. 
 

10360                Community Skills I    
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): ARD Placement and Special Education 
Administrator Approval                                              
Credit: 1  
                                                      

Functional skills are practiced in a 
supported community employment site. 
Training includes job readiness, retention 
and awareness. Rotating job sites are 
experienced to develop a vocational 
preference for future employment and to 
provide on-going situational vocational 
assessments. 
 

10365                Community Skills II  
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): ARD Placement and Special Education 
Administrator Approval                                              
Credit: 1  
                                                      

This course is a continuation of 
Community Skills I based on individual 
student progress and individual 
goal/objectives of student IEPs. 
 

10370                Community Skills III 
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): ARD Placement and Special Education 
Administrator Approval                                              
Credit: 1  
                                                     

This course is a continuation of 
Community Skills I and II based on 
individual student progress and individual 
goal/objectives of student IEPs. 
 

10375                Community Skills IV      
Grade Level: 11-12+ 
Prerequisites(s): ARD Placement and Special Education 
Administrator Approval                                              
Credit: 1  
                                                

This course is a continuation of 
Community Skills I, II and III based on 
individual student progress and individual 
goals/objectives of student IEPs. This 
course may take place at the DeSoto High 
School Campus or the Cedar Valley 
College Campus. 
 

10380                Community Skills V   
Grade Level: 12+ 
Prerequisites(s): ARD Placement and Special Education 
Administrator Approval                                              
Credit: 1  

This course is a continuation of 
Community Skills I, II, III, and IV based 
on individual student progress and 
individual goals/objectives of student IEPs. 
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                                                    This course will take place within the 
Cedar Valley College Program. 
 

10385                Community Skills VI     
Grade Level: 12+ 
Prerequisites(s): ARD Placement and Special Education 
Administrator Approval                                              
Credit: 1  
                                                 

This course is a continuation of 
Community Skills I, II, III, IV, and V based 
on individual student progress and 
individual goals/objectives of student IEPs. 
This course would take place within the 
Cedar Valley College Program. 
 

10390                Vocational Development V     
Grade Level: 9 
Prerequisites(s): ARD Placement                                               
Credit: 1  
                                        

This course focuses on career awareness, 
work behavior, job procurement and 
preparatory work skills. Targeted 
objectives may include skills for 
housekeeping, janitorial, food service, 
home industry and office/clerical. 
 

10395                Vocational Development VI  
Grade Level: 10 
Prerequisites(s): ARD Placement                                               
Credit: 1  
                                         

This course is a continuation of the 
curriculum for Vocational Development V 
based on individual student progress and 
student IEPs. 
 

10400                Vocational Development VII 
Grade Level: 11 
Prerequisites(s): ARD Placement                                               
Credit: 1  
                                        

This course is a continuation of Vocational 
Development V and VI based on individual 
student progress and student IEPs. 
 

10405                Vocational Development VIII 
Grade Level: 12 
Prerequisites(s): ARD Placement                                               
Credit: 1  
                                       

This course is a continuation of Vocational 
Development V, VI, and VII based on 
individual student progress and student 
IEPs. 
 

10410                Introduction to Keyboarding V    
Grade Level: 9-12+ 
Prerequisites(s): ARD Placement                                               
Credit: ½ - 1  
                                 

This course prepares students to operate the 
keyboard, format basic documents and 
apply skills to real life situations. This 
course could take place at the DeSoto High 
School Campus or the Cedar Valley 
College Campus. 
 

10415                Introduction to Keyboarding VI 
Grade Level: 9-12+ 
Prerequisites(s): ARD Placement                                               
Credit: ½ - 1  
                                  

This course is a continuation of 
Keyboarding V based on individual student 
progress and student IEPs. This course 
could take place at the DeSoto High School 
Campus or the Cedar Valley College 
Campus. 
 

10420                Introduction to Art I    
Grade Level: 9-12+ 
Prerequisites(s): ARD Placement                                               
Credit: ½ - 1  
                                                   

This course will expose students to crafts 
and art projects. Individual and group 
projects will be explored throughout the 
year. This course could take place at the 
DeSoto High School Campus or the Cedar 
Valley College Campus. 
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10425                 Applied Art II        
Grade Level: 10-12+ 
Prerequisites(s): ARD Placement                                               
Credit: ½ - 1  
                                                           

This course is a continuation of 
Introduction to Art I based on individual 
student progress and student IEPs. This 
course may take place at the DeSoto High 
School Campus or the Cedar Valley 
College Campus. 
 

10430                Applied Art III    
Grade Level: 11-12+ 
Prerequisites(s): ARD Placement                                               
Credit: ½ - 1  
                                                             

This course is continuation of Introduction 
to Art I and Applied Art II based on 
individual student progress and student 
IEPs. This course may take place at the 
DeSoto High School Campus or the Cedar 
Valley College Campus. 
 

10435                Cedar Valley Community College
                         Co-op         
Grade Level: 12 
Prerequisites(s): ARD Placement                                               
Credit: 1-2  
               

Life Skills students are enrolled in credit 
courses at Cedar Valley Community 
College without receiving college credit. 
The audit classes chosen each semester are 
for the express purpose of exposing the 
students to the environment for life-long 
learning. 
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MISCELLANEOUS SUBJECTS 
 

Office aides are selected based on grades, attendance, citizenship, credit and willingness to work. 
Enrollment will be limited. 
 
SEE YOUR SCHOOL COUNSELOR FOR CLARIFICATION REGARDING CREDITS.

 
 

11100                Office Aide    
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): Principal 
Approval/Application                                               
Credit: ½ - 1  
                                                                    

Students wishing to be an office aide should check 
with the secretary in charge of the office. An aide is 
chosen on the basis of grades, ability, attendance and 
attitude. Students will receive experience in various 
aspects of the operation of the attendance office or 
principal's office. 
 

11105                Freshman Campus Office 
Aide    
Grade Level: 9 
Prerequisites(s): Principal 
Approval                                               
Credit: ½ - 1  
                                  

Aides are selected to help with office procedures. 
Students will receive experience in various aspects of 
the operation of the attendance office, nurse’s office, 
counselors’ office and/or principal’s office. 
 

11110                Counselor Aide 
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): Counselor 
Approval/Application                                               
Credit: ½ - 1  
                                                               

Aides are chosen on the basis of grades, ability, 
attendance and attitude. Students will receive 
experience in various aspects of the operation of the 
counselor's office. 
 

11115                Library Aide   
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): Librarian 
Approval/Application                                               
Credit: ½ - 1  
                                                                 

Students wishing to be a library aide should check with 
the librarian in charge of the library. An aide is chosen 
on the basis of grades, ability, attendance, and attitude. 
Students will receive experience in various aspects of 
the operation of the library. 
 

 

Release/Late Arrival Course Numbers for Seniors and Cooperative Education Students: 
 
Students with Release Periods must leave campus or be assigned to a class. 
 
Early Dismissal 
 
6th and 7th Period Release                                               11200 
7th Period Release                                                           11210 
 
Late Arrival 
 
1st Period Release                                                          014111 
1st and 2nd Period Release                                              014211 
 

11220                Peer Assistance and Leadership 
I                                  

Make a difference in your world! Be a PAL!
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11230               Peer Assistance and Leadership II 
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): 
Application                                               
Credit: 1 per semester 
                               

Selected students become mentors, friends, and 
tutors to students from kindergarten to 12th grade. 
PAL students will receive training in areas such as 
communications and listening skills, tutoring, group 
dynamics and other means of helping students be 
successful in school and be responsible members of 
the community. PAL Motto: To know even one life 
has breathed easier because you have lived, this is to 
have succeeded. (Ralph Waldo Emerson) Students 
must schedule this class for two periods. The course 
will be completed in one semester. 
 

11240                PeaceMakers I                 
11250               PeaceMakers II      
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): Interview and Application to 
teacher                                              
Credit: 1 
                                                          

The PeaceMakers course is a mediation program 
offering selected high school students the opportunity 
to work as trained mediators to help others on their 
own campus or on feeder school campuses to resolve 
their conflicts in a peaceful manner. The PeaceMakers 
course is designed to provide a field experience to 
young people who are potentially interested in careers 
in education and/or related helping professions. 
Participants will receive 4 to 6 weeks of classroom 
training in skill building mediation activities. Positive 
peer influence through nonviolence will be a central 
strategy for addressing such issues as conflict 
resolution, anger management, low academic 
achievement, drop-out prevention, and negative 
attitudes toward school, behavior problems, and other 
issues of concern in the school/district. 
 

11260                Supportive Peer Relationships I 
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): Application to Life Skills 
Instructor                                              
Credit: 1 
                                   

Supportive Peer Relationships (SPR) is a course that 
is designed to provide on-going training to prepare 
students to work with individuals with disabilities. 
Students are required to fill out an application form, 
interview with the Inclusion Facilitators, and be 
recommended by a teacher or counselor before 
enrolling in the course. Students must sign a 
statement of confidentiality which is kept in their 
files. There will be an initial three-week training 
period for learning how to work with students with 
disabilities. Students will also be required to attend 
peer orientations at the beginning of each six weeks 
grading periods. These orientations are designed to 
provide additional training to better prepare and 
support supportive peers in assisting students with 
disabilities in the classroom. 
 

11270                Supportive Peer Relationships II  
Grade Level: 12 
Prerequisites(s): Supportive Peer Relationships I and 
Application to Life Skills 
Instructor                                              
Credit: 1 
                                

This class is a continuation of Supportive Peer 
Relationships I. 
 

11275                Student Council Leadership
                         Course     

Student Council Leadership Course is designed for 
those students that want to take a leadership role in 
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Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): Required for all Student Council 
Officers; open to other students; requires Student 
Council Advisor approval                                              
Credit: 1 
                         

the activities of Student Council. All Student Council 
officers must take this class. Committee chairpersons 
for all Student Council activities will be chosen from 
the class. Students will be given opportunities to 
practice leadership skills. Students will organize and 

carry out projects throughout the year in the areas of 
community service, school spirit, health and safety, 
energy and environment, teacher appreciation, and 
pride and patriotism. Students will also participate in 
district and state Student Council activities. 
 

12180                SAT/ACT      
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): None                                              
Credit: ½  
                                                                    

This semester course is designed to help the students 
prepare for standardized college admission exams. 
The Bridges online program as well as the College 
Board online program will be incorporated into the 
curriculum for this course. 
 

10000                Credit Recovery      
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s): Good 
Attendance                                            
Credit: Varies 
                                                         

This computer based program is designed to help 
students meet promotional and graduation credit 
requirements. This self paced program will help 
students regain credits lost through failure, excessive 
absences or transferring from other schools.  
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EARLY COLLEGE HIGH SCHOOL  
 
 
These classes are for ECHS students only. 
 
SEE YOUR SCHOOL COUNSELOR FOR CLARIFICATION REGARDING CREDITS.

 
 

13031                ECHS Art I 
                         (Dual Credit) 
Grade Level: 9-10 
Prerequisites(s): None 
Credit: 1 
 

Art I is designed for the student with an appreciable interest in the 
study of art. The course is devoted to the presentation of the elements 
and principles of design, providing a strong foundation in art history, 
drawing, painting and vocabulary. Semesters must be taken in 
consecutive order. 
A $40 supplies/materials fee is required. 

13034              ECHS College 
Readiness and  
                         Study Skills (Dual 
Credit) 
Grade Level: 9-10 
Prerequisites(s): None 
Credit: ½  
 

The College Readiness and Study Skills Course prepares students to 
meet college-level standards in reading, writing, and math and to help 
students navigate the college-going process. In addition to content 
instruction, this course will also provide students with the resources 
and skills necessary to make a successful transition into college. 
Students will work on college applications and essays, scholarship 
applications, and financial aid applications. Students will also work on 
honing various “soft skills,” such as time management, goal setting, 
and study strategies. 

13036               ECHS Theatre 
Arts 
                         (Dual Credit) 
Grade Level: 9-10 
Prerequisites(s): None 
Credit: 1 
 

This course is an introductory performance and theory course designed 
for students who are interested in the theatre. This course includes 
acting techniques, pantomime techniques, improvisation techniques, 
vocational techniques, play analysis and interpretation, theatre 
etiquette, theatre history and basic technical theatre techniques. All 
students enrolled in this class are required to perform live, memorized 
monologues and scenes in front of the entire class. Some performances 
will be open to the general population of the school. Also, all students 
must take part in after-school drama activities, either as actors, or in 
some backstage or front of house stage capacity. Details for after-
school participation will be given in the course syllabus. 

13032              ECHS Professional  
                         Communications 
(Dual Credit) 
Grade Level: 9-10 
Prerequisites(s): None 
Credit: ½  
 

Professional Communications blends written, oral, and graphic 
communication for the student that is interested in becoming a 
professional broadcaster.   The student will be expected to develop and 
expand the ability to write, read, edit, speak, listen, apply software 
applications, manipulate computer graphics, and conduct Internet 
research for the professional broadcasting industry. 

13053                ECHS College 
Algebra 
                         (Dual Credit) 
Grade Level: 9-10 
Prerequisites(s): None 
Credit: 1 
 

This is a semester course, but the student receives 1 credit. This course 
is an in-depth study and applications of polynomial, rational, radical, 
exponential, logarithmic, absolute value and piecewise-defined 
functions, and systems of equations using matrices. Also covered are 
the graphing calculator, non-linear inequalities, sequences and series, 
circles, the Binomial Theorem and a review of the classification of the 
real number system. 

13059                ECHS Algebra II 
Pre-AP 
Grade Level: 10-11 
Prerequisites(s): Algebra I 
Credit: 1 

This is an accelerated second year algebra course which is designed for 
the college bound student who excels in mathematics and enjoys a 
challenge. Algebra II Pre-AP will cover the same objectives as those in 
regular Algebra II, but in greater depth and with more emphasis on 
applications to problem-solving. 
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13067                ECHS Biology 
(Dual Credit) 
Grade Level: 12 
Prerequisites(s): None 
Credit: 1 
 

Students will learn the fundamental principles of biology from the 
molecular, to cellular, to organisms. This will include studies of cell 
structure and function, genetics, evolution, a taxonomic survey of the 
kingdoms, micro-organisms, plants, invertebrates, and human biology. 

13080                ECHS Special 
Topics in 
                         Social Studies: 
Texas Government 
                         (Dual Credit) 
Grade Level: 12 
Prerequisites(s): None 
Credit: ½  
 

This is an in-depth study of the unique governmental system of Texas. 
Origin and development of the Texas constitution, structure, and 
powers of state and local government, federalism and 
intergovernmental relations, political participation, the election process, 
public policy, and the political culture of Texas will be studied. 

13081                ECHS World 
History 
                         (Dual Credit) 
Grade Level: 10 
Prerequisites(s): None 
Credit: 1  
 

This is a survey course of the history of the world with emphasis on 
ancient civilization, classical Greece and Rome, Eastern cultures, the 
Middle Ages, the Renaissance, World War I, World War II, and the 
post war period. 

13082                ECHS US 
Government 
                         (Dual Credit) 
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): None 
Credit: ½   
 

This course is an intense study of the organization and operation of the 
national, state and local governments, highlighted by the examination 
of current political issues. 

13083                ECHS US History 
                         (Dual Credit) 
Grade Level: 11 
Prerequisites(s): None 
Credit: 1  
 

This course is a survey of United States history from 1865 to present 
with an emphasis on domestic and foreign affairs. It includes such 
topics as westward expansion, industrial development and the wars of 
this period, the rise of politics, civil rights, and the relationship of these 
events on current American society. 

13084                ECHS Economics 
                         (Dual Credit) 
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): None 
Credit: ½   
 

This course is a study of the American free enterprise system with an 
emphasis on economic organization, the forces of supply and demand, 
the market place, the Federal Reserve, taxation, money and banking, 
monetary and fiscal policy, and international economic relationships. 
Current economic problems are examined. 

13085                ECHS Psychology 
                         (Dual Credit) 
Grade Level: 10 
Prerequisites(s): None 
Credit: ½   
 

It is the aim of psychology to educate students on individual human 
behavior and development with the goal of enabling them to better 
cope with day-to-day pressures and problems. Basic principles of 
human behavior will be studied with emphasis on theories of human 
behavior, terminology, development of personality and abnormal 
behavior. 

13086                ECHS Sociology 
                         (Dual Credit) 

This course takes a look at people and their cultures. It is an 
opportunity for the student to see that what is expected in one culture 
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Grade Level: 10 
Prerequisites(s): None 
Credit: ½   
 

or sub-culture may be totally different in another. Similarities and 
differences of cultures and sub-cultures will be examined. 

13091                ECHS English III 
                         (Dual Credit) 
Grade Level: 11 
Prerequisites(s): English I and II ? 
Credit: 1  
 

This course builds on the writing, reading, and thinking skills 
developed in previous English courses; it prepares students for further 
refinement of these skills. This course is ideal for most non-science and 
non-mathematics majors. It provides the foundation that is necessary 
for students to go on to college and be successful.  

13092                ECHS English IV 
                         (Dual Credit) 
Grade Level: 12 
Prerequisites(s): English I and II  and 
III 
Credit: 1  
 

This course covers a survey of the development of British literature 
from the Romantic period to the present. Students will study works of 
prose, poetry, drama, and fiction in relation to their historical and 
cultural contexts. Texts will be selected from a diverse group of 
authors and traditions. 
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International Baccalaureate 
 

 
20100 &        IB Language and Literature
20101                            2 year 
course            
Grade Level: 9-12 
Prerequisites(s):   Admittance in IB 
Program                                            
Credit: 2  
                                                      

The Language A: Literature course introduces students to the 
analysis of literary texts. It is the course through which the 
IB’s policy of “mother-tongue” entitlement is delivered. The 
course is organized into four parts, each focused on a group of 
literary works. Together, the four parts of the course add up to 
a comprehensive exploration of literature from a variety of 
cultures, genres and periods. Students learn to appreciate the 
artistry of literature, and develop the ability to reflect critically 
on their reading, presenting literary analyses powerfully 
through both oral and written communication. 
 

20601              IB Language B (Spanish) 
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): Spanish 
1                                             
Credit: 1  
                                                     

The Spanish Standard Level course focuses on developing 
students’ language proficiency and cultural awareness.   In this 
course, students will improve listening, speaking, reading and 
writing skills in Spanish while discussing authentic sources, as 
well as current events.  Correct use of grammar and syntax 
will be acquired contextually in situations which range from 
useful everyday language to that which is analytical and 
abstract. 
 

20602            IB Language B (French)      
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s):  One Year of 
Language                                             
Credit: 1  
                                                

The main emphasis of the French Standard Level course is on 
the acquisition and use of language in a range of contexts and 
for different purposes.  The course also aims to promote an 
understanding of French culture through the study of its 
language. 
 

20701 &        IB History of Americas  
20702                        2 year course 
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s):  IB 
admittance                                            
Credit: 2  
                                                    

The History of the Americas course will embark students on a 
journey through Conquest and its Impact. We will journey 
through industrialization and its impact on the early civilized 
world. The students will walk through early Europe and 
America on their way to discovery and greatness. The Second 
year of the course will take the students through Civil Rights 
and the Impact wars have had on the total civilization of the 
planet. 
 

20504            IB Design Technology    
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): IB 
admittance                                                
Credit: 1  
                                                 

The aim of the IB Design Technology class is to expose 
students to approaching a problem from the eyes of a designer 
by implementing the IB Design Cycle (or Engineering Design 
Process). By considering all the limitations and constraints 
associated with a problem, students will have to tap into their 
sense of creativity in order to develop more innovative 
designs.

20201 &         IB Biology 
20202                         2 year course            
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s):  IB 
admittance                                             
Credit: 2  
                                        

This course is a higher-level comprehensive Biology course 
consisting of 240 hours of study over a 2-year period. The 
curriculum is intense and covers a wide-range of individual 
subjects in Biology. The course consists of lecture and 
laboratory sections, a group IV project, an individual 
assessment Science project, and culminates with a detailed 
external assessment at the end of the senior year of study. 
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20211                IB Chemistry   
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s):  IB 
admittance                                              
Credit: 1  
                                         

The IB Chemistry course provides a practical application of 
Chemistry as a foundational Science.  Students have 
opportunities to design investigations, collect data, develop 
manipulative skills, analyse results, collaborate with peers and 
evaluate and communicate their findings. The investigations 
may be laboratory based or they may make use of simulations 
and data bases. Students develop the skills to work 
independently on their own design, but also collegiately to 
mirror the way in which scientific research is conducted in 
various parts of the world. 
 

20301 &           IB Math  
20302 
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): IB 
admittance                                                
Credit: 2  
                                        

The IB Diploma Program Mathematics standard level course 
is for students with knowledge of basic mathematical concepts 
who are able to apply simple mathematical techniques 
correctly. The course provides students with a sound 
mathematical background to prepare for future studies in 
subjects such as chemistry, economics, psychology and 
business administration. Students will be introduced to 
important mathematical concepts through the development of 
mathematical techniques in a way that emphasizes subject 
comprehension rather than mathematical rigor. Students 
should, where possible, apply the acquired mathematical 
knowledge to solve realistic problems. 
 

20303 &                IB Math Studies  
20304 
Grade Level:  
Prerequisites(s): IB 
admittance                                                
Credit: 2  
                                       

The Mathematical Studies standard level course focuses more 
on student understanding of fundamental concepts than on 
symbolic manipulation and complex manipulative skills.  It 
gives greater emphasis to developing students’ mathematical 
reasoning rather than performing routine operations.  Students 
will solve mathematical problems embedded in a wide range 
of contexts, effectively use the calculator, and strengthen skills 
in applications of mathematics and statistical techniques. 
 

20501                IB Visual Arts     
Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites(s): IB 
admittance                                               
Credit: 1  
                                 

This is a studio art course which is intellectually challenging 
for the college bound student.  All entering students will need 
to have a developed sense of time management and a strong 
work ethic to ensure a successful outcome.  The course 
demands both in class participation as well as work outside of 
class time.  Students will be required to fulfill the IB 
requirements– gallery visits, extended essay, Visual Art 
Journal, gallery reports, projects, personal portfolio, extensive 
research, and an end of course exhibition of their own artwork 
in the spring semester. As with all International Baccalaureate 
courses, the hope is to build each students’ self confidence, 
create a well rounded individual which is able to think 
critically, and cultivate problem-solving skills, which can 
prepare the student to be a citizen of our global community 
through the study of Fine Arts.  
 

20502         IB Theater Arts  
20503                1 year or 2 year  
Grade Level: 11-12 
Prerequisites(s): IB 
admittance                                              
Credit: 1 or 2 

The IB Theatre course is a multifaceted theatre-making course 
of study. It gives students the opportunity to make theatre as 
creators, designers, directors and performers. It emphasizes 
the importance of working both individually and 
collaboratively as part of an ensemble. It offers the 
opportunity to engage actively in the creative process, 
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                                  transforming ideas into action as inquisitive and productive 
artists.

20401 &                Theory of Knowledge 
(TOK) 
20402     
Grade Level:  
Prerequisites(s):                                               
Credit: 1 
                                                   

TOK aims to make students aware of the interpretative nature 
of knowledge, including personal ideological biases – whether 
these biases are retained, revised or rejected.  It offers students 
and their teachers the opportunity to reflect critically on 
diverse ways of knowing and on areas of knowledge.  It 
develops students’ ability to consider the role and nature of 
knowledge in their own culture, in the cultures of others and in 
the wider world. In addition, TOK prompts students to be 
aware of themselves as thinkers, encouraging them to become 
more acquainted with the complexity of knowledge and 
recognize the need to act responsibly in an increasingly 
interconnected world. 
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Glossary of Terms 
 

 
AP- AP courses are approved by the CollegeBoard® and are designed to provide high school students 
college level studies using college level materials and strategies. The course content requires students to 
read and write extensively in and out of class, as well as develop advanced reasoning and problem-
solving skills. Support systems are offered to assist students. Advanced Placement courses prepare 
students to be successful on the CollegeBoard® AP exams administered annually in May by which 
students may earn college credit. AP syllabi are approved by the CollegeBoard® as meeting a national, 
college level standard. Pre-AP courses prepare students toward AP level work.  
 
Articulated- Technical Preparation courses are higher-level academic Career and Technology Education 
(CTE) courses. A list of current courses articulated for college credit is found in the catalog.  
 
Associate’s Degree-A degree that can be completed usually in two years after completing focused post-
secondary course work in a particular specialty. 
 
Award Letter-The official document issued by a college’s Financial Aid Office that lists all of the 
financial assistance offered to a student. 
 
Distinguished Level of Achievement (DLA)-A graduation plan specified by the State Board of 
Education in support of the Texas Legislature passing the House Bill 5 Foundation High School Program 
graduation plans. It is the DeSoto ISD recommended graduation plan because it provides the student with 
the most post-secondary options, especially college admissions. It is the required plan to be eligible for 
the top 10% admission rule. 
 
Dual Credit- College level courses that students can take for both high school graduation credit and 
college credit. Courses accepted for dual credit cover the TEKS for the high school course and meet 
college guidelines. A list of approved dual credit courses can be found in each content area and a 
complete list is found in the catalog. 
 
Endorsements-An endorsement is a planned concentration of coursework in one of five areas: STEM, 
Public Service, Arts and Humanities, Business and Industry, and Multidisciplinary. They are specified by 
the State Board of Education in support of the Texas Legislature passing the House Bill 5 Foundation 
High School Program graduation plans. 
 
 English as a Second Language- English as a Second Language (ESOL) students are served in sheltered 
instruction in grades 9 and 10 as needed.  
 
FAFSA-(Free Application for Federal Student Aid) is a standard federal form used to determine your 
eligibility for most types of financial aid including Federal Government backed student loans. The 
FAFSA is typically completed early in the year before March 15. It requires income, asset, and tax 
information from the students and/or parents. 
 
Gifted and Talented- The needs of Gifted and Talented (GT) students are met in several ways. In the 
four core subject areas – language arts, mathematics, science and social studies-identified gifted students 
may choose to participate in Pre-Advanced Placement and Advanced Placement courses with gifted 
instruction being provided by teachers trained in both gifted education and Advanced Placement 
methodologies. Gifted students may also choose to participate in UIL academic events, which offer 
students an opportunity to deepen their knowledge in core subject areas as well as areas of special 
interest. Although not formally identified, students gifted in athletics, dance, art, graphics, computers, 
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music, drama, speech and leadership may choose to participate in any of the District’s outstanding 
elective programs. It is strongly recommended that gifted students participate in the Distinguished 
Achievement Program (DAP) or Distinguished Level of Achievement Program.  
 
Performance Acknowledgements-Recognition of a student’s achievement in a particular category. They 
are specified by the State Board of Education in support of the Texas Legislature passing the House Bill 5 
Foundation High School Program graduation plans. 
 
Pre-AP- Pre-AP courses include specific content and activities designed to prepare students for both 
STAAR and success in college-level Advanced Placement courses. Depth of material requires students to 
read and write extensively in and out of class.  
 
PSAT-Preliminary Scholastic Assessment Test is a two-hour test given once a year in October. As with 
the SAT, the student receives separate math and verbal scores. Each subject is scored on a scale of 20 to 
80 and these scores are combined to create the national Merit Scholarship selection index for Juniors.  
 
Scholarships-Like grants, these are a form of financial aid that do not have to be repaid. These are 
available from many sources including community groups, schools, and private corporations. 
Scholarships can be awarded based on a variety of criteria including scholastic achievement, hobbies, 
community service, and college majors.  
 
Special Education- Students with identified special needs will be provided appropriate modifications and 
accommodations in general education classes as specified in their Individual Education Plan (IEP). 
Students should always be served in the regular classroom unless prohibited by a significant handicap. 
Should students need modification of the state standards, they may be served in specialized classes 
according to their Individual Education Plan (IEP). These courses are listed in this course book. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


